—_— 


——_— 


| 952 


my Wn 
- "I. 
- - _ 
A SF 
-— 
4 CF %, 
us oo 
\ N 
a e 
"Fs 
- 
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PRAYERS: | 


Col, f 0 H'N ſpear TEAD, 
Cal. FOAN OKEY, and 

Mr. MILES CORBET; 

U the 19th of April, being the Day 

* at TTBHRN, © 

Together with in Arcount of the Occaſion and Mannevi 

cheir Takin Fakiog in Holland: As alſo of their ſeveral-Ocx: 

calional Speeches, Diſcourſes, and Letters, both nag 
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Hou art here preſented with: 4 _ farm Fry 

Ty ance of warn and vir ay anty er. w 
| of the "worſt of Deaths," to diſturb, we ho wag? 


"rneſo the Spirits" of Saints) "wha-4 Fr” | 
the Gofpet have entred into Reſt "Death is 4 Hot Py "of 2.4 
Terrors to the children of this world, bur it i neber *King' wor Cob Jo 


"terrible ro bins. 51-whoſe heart the Peace of God rules atid: I 
Chriſt hath:ſajd, Oh Death, 1 will" be ty deatlY's how Mine © "dl 
 F/ then have any Terror in it, bbewithers &-1o 7 ' Tifts 46 it 218 Wow | 
no more to 4 Believer than a dead or painted Lion, whieh 
of the 'want of life, can wpon wo other” account” be" rerloned 
Terrible. 4K 3b. 14A 
' We Gave feen Dark Cconguered befwe our facep'i"and #'op. 
pity! of poor- fail mit, ſubetÞ to'liky* peſſenr's wink otir Pte 
\enabled h the Lord: ro $14 dtfi ance 16 that,- ee 7 bw 
mukes the higheſt and 'grearef of men all theit 1 -fime ſubjeQ 
to Bondage. ® Certainly PRP men did familiarize Death rb'thetw- 
ovth, Bf thoſe many qualifies and rafie Naotionraf 1 which 
Fear eetly becuy 1” Aves Job Calldvit i zolng7to: bed {tr Job x 
#1ing down td reft and ſleep; & hiding)inche Graver ville dee. x3, 1 
"dignation be pars 67) a greaF and ſignal change mfturely” fer-owr ? 
"advantage \' yea; be looks" vt 44 that-which\i-wu i nav va. 
"fron to him, calling it: his - Mother, and : oy :1B/Þ$. Job T 
| Uhncon' Baflh it bur 'Þ Datenargoticws our Inppriſobrtient! "Me £9404 
« fpoſtle "looks pam it ad ava to'bf Yao Jehas Chi; w 
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x 04M open confidence, that the bitterneſs of Death was paſt, And fre 
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ages _———__ +: fl wing Narrative, reli ts the Lives 

[x Death: of GIA beſt  grotindel and. the moſt critical 
Charity ( aotwikfendrng the Obliquity and Odium that lies up. 
97 the Fatt for which they ſuffered ) will command ns 10 hopt and 
q 1 that tbe wt dudrencay L6 prted and. ftren enced uy 
| Job 18, the , pink, o- har bigcer ib theix Fathe ha 
S2 : = ##\ caxng but\ believe = while they Wid 1 uni 
|| Bcb.xh Race which-was ſet before-them, . chey di 
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& gown with. CHRLST a T hxone," evca as He 
-onxcane and i fer. down, with.his-Father. on his Throge, ' hat 
, but" that we (hinld be rn above the fear 


of Deer, which looks woſt at 4 diffance ; but when we 
Awe it, and pd to conſe wil it, = fonde that it bath 


nog os. wheat though, before We CAME near ts 

ge T2 4s nes ef mew We perceive it is 
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«be. Ns tbough thy Death comes in great Pomp and Solem. 
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of any honenr in this world, it is that they are ac 
| _ Copied -pahpro ſuffer ' for. the Name and Caule of their Lord 
Fr; #1 wah SUS-CHRIST., Tbs, was that which gave 


i06 x theirs ® «tt Dobpps. the. gonmſaencn; that unto them it was 
Iz She behalf of CHRIST, .cot.only to.believe on _bim, 

Oo Satte fu his fake, Oh 5f* the Servants ij od did 
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. le did the Chniltian; lony 


nf be dans. yk Perſecutors proclaiming 
enity, and therewith their zeal and —_ 
their Blond. «oor are _— w_—_—_ we with 
much courage and\chearfulneſs conflict with 5s # Tees 
#pon #4 ; tes the Gibber and the Stake be hd te ane 
delightful proffetts to ms, when the Providerge of G O'D' for 
Chriſt's Cauſe and Intereſt brings s to them: uy aſſured of 
this, that if the LO RD vouchſafe ſo much of hu comfort- 
ing and ſupporting Preſence to his People, who declaredly ſuffer 
for Him , 3n 4 Canſe that is at leaft very donbrful to man 
good and holy men , then He will much more ſtand 'by thoſe 


and certain to all, and concerning the truth of which we are Hebr, 
compaſſed about with fo great a Cloud of Wicneſles, de 0 
Let not therefore the Worm Jacob be diſcouraged , ſcting 
the LORD hath promiſed to be with him, to ſtrengthen him, 
to help him, and to uphold him with the right hand of bis 
A—_—_ Onely look. well to the ſetling of your Spiri- 
cual Rate, elſe your hearts will not be quict and ſetled when 
you come to dye. Get an Intereſt in FESHS ( HRIST, 
who alone hath aboliſhed Death, and brought Life and Im» 2 7;ov, 
mortality to light through che Goſpel : »/f thow art inx, x0, 
{( HRIST, then though thou dyeft, the Covenant is fill as 
live ; the Relation of GOD to Abtaham was 4 firme and 
firong when be had been a long time dead, as when he was 
alive ; therefore ſayes he, I AM the God of Abraham, &c. Math. 
22, 32+ 
d to conclude, Get your hearts looſened from this pre- 34 
ſent evil World, be ye firſt crucified to the World, and then it 
will be no great matter to you to be crucified by the World ; 
do as: the Patriarchs did, Confels your ſelves to be Strangers Hebr 
and Pilgrimes on the Earth , par then you will not thiol ie ; 
ſtrange concerning the Fiery Tryal . which you are bere exer- 
ſed | with. 
This was certaimely the happineſs of theſe three Sufferers : 
GOD had throughly weaned them from all things below Hims- 
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"Some ether - matezial Paſanes RELA, all,” Or -&t leaf ſome. 
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ity. Jn the-mean time. we remit. the Reader 
is here colleted, and are at proper for 4 Bleſſing vp+ 


tow 
4 out 3 -O# "7 208 - 
ot ,47 Some further Paſager are coming from Holland, which are 
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A Brief Narrative of Colonel Okey, Col. Barkfteed axd 
Miles Corbet Eſquire their departure out of England, 
their Chriſtian carriage, and the kind reception they 
found in all places where they came 3 Together with the 
unparaleld Treachery and inhumanity exerciſed by Sir 
G. D. In decoying them to, and apprehending them at 
Delph. As alſo their ſurreptitions imbarquing thence, 
and Tranſporting to the Tower of London. 


H E three Perſons who are the Subje& of this en- 
{uing Narrative being involved in one, and the 
ſame danger did fince the Kings coming in at ſevc- 
ral times, and from ſeveral Places Ship themſelves 
for Ho; and where after many great D:thculties and 
H1:ards which they confli&ted with (too long to_be here in» 
lerted) they (afely arrived, Two of them, viz. Col. Barkſtead 
and Col. Gkey after a ſhort ſtay in Hollaxd did travel up bigher 
into the Country, and at length ſetled themiſclves at a Town 
calledHana in High Germany, where by their good carriage and 
obliging Converlation they obtained the favour and privi- 
ledge to be enrolled free Burgers of the ſaid Town or City, 
1 hey continued there for many Moneths in good Eſteem and 
Acceptation with the Inhabicants, and with great endeat- 
ment of AﬀeFions to each other, Some urgent occzfions in« 
vitirg and conſtrayning C of, Barkficad toreturn for Holand : 
Col. Chey our of mear kindnefle »nd refp: &s to his Friend 
and Companion reſolves to accon:pany him, znd ſo both of 
them took their firſt conveniency and En:bargque for Hel- 
"land ; having before received encourage ment to underteke the 
Voyage from aFriend whom theyhad employed coſolicit ſome 
of the States General, thatthey might abide for a ſhort time 
withie their Juriſdiftion unwoleſted 3 To which, as their 
Friend informed them, they did moſt freely and willingly 
condeſcend, Another alſo was more nalaces & = engaged by 
Col, Okey to acquaint Sir George Downing (the Kings Relidenc 
' new in Holland) with their intentions of comir'g ſpeedily into 
that Counrey, in caſe they might for a few days remain there 
in ſsfety, and that he had noorderfrem the King his Maſter 
ro foi-p ee, ©» George did 3ffure that Gentleman thar he 
had 
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* had no orderfrom the King to apprehend or moleſt them, 
bur chat they might be as free and (afe there as himſelf, [pon 
this laſt encouragementthey did very much depend, Co! Okey 
elpecially.being confident that Sir George Downing had a par- 
teicular kindneſs for him who gave him his firſt bread in Eng- 
land, 2nd by whoſe fingle intereſt ac firſt he was advantaged to 
aſcendſo many Rteps of preferment rill he was thereby raiſed 
toa capacity toengage his preſent Majeſty to refle& che rayes 
of his favourupon him, and to commit a Truſt of ſo much 
Profit and Honour to him: And itis to be wilhed that he 
-_ not asprodigiouſlyTreacherous to hisLatter as he did to 
is former Maſter. ThiszGenerous and Plain-hearted Col. (who 
took a meaſure of all men by himſelf) did without the leaſt 
Hzlitation repoſe a great deal of Truft and Confidence in one 
whom he had been Inſtrumental to raiſe from the duſt : Litcle 
thinking that his New-England Tottered Chaplain whom he 
Cloathed, and Fed at his Table, and who dipped wich him 
in his own diſh ſhould prove Hike the Devil among the twelve 
to his Lord and Maſter, But whether will not Light and a 
Religious Profeſſion debauched and Rifled precipitate a dung- 
bill earthly-minded man, whoſe gain is Godlineſſe, This is 
the Runagado that will not in the leaft ſtick ac the greateſt vi- 
'olation of theLaws of Humaxity, that withDelight andPlealure 
can lick up the very vomic of a Heathen. They had not been 
long in Holland Likes cheir occaſions called them to Delft, 
whereof the forementioned Knight had timely notice by one 
of his Spyes employed for that purpoſe, and having in redy- 
neſs a Warrant from the States General for the (citing of 
them, he immediately by a moſt horrid lye drew in a perſon 
to be Inſtrumental in che apprehending of them , who when 
he came to know whothey were did mourn bitterly for ir, and 
ſaid he looked upon it as a very great Judgement of God up- 
on him that he ſhould be trapanned inco a defigne he fo much 
deteſted and abhorred. Eur the Knight and his ruffainly 
crew without the lealt ſenſe of Humanity or Honour, having 
certain knowledge of their Arrival at Delft did the very fame 
night proceed upon their defign, and took them ac their 
Lodging, together with Mr. Corbet, who upon notice had thar 
they were in Town,went only cogivethem a vilit,andirt being 


late was even ready to take his leave of them, bur Providence _ 


kept him here rill he with che other two his Companions in 
his 
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his Baniſhment ſhould fall into the hands of theſe men who 
thirfted after their blood. When they were all three thus - 
ſeiſed, immediately they were hurried co Priſon, and by the 
rocuremenc of Sir _ Downing were moſt barba y u- 
ed, having Shackles and Fetters put upon them, and fo caſt 
into a naſty moiſt and dark Dungeon, having nothing elſe bur 
the dampEarth co repoſe upon, and there concinued all night 
till ewoof the clock che next day in a very ſad Condition 3 
Bur afterwards being treated aliccle more like men; ſome of 
the States came to them into the Priſon bringing one of their 
cliief Miniſters with chem, and between examining of them 
and diſcouriing with them concerning the Fatt for which 
they were ſeiſed, and the Cauſe in which they were formerly 
Engaged in England, wherein Col, Barkſteag eſpecially gave 
them {uch SatisfaQion, that all of chem, and particularly che 
Minifter, when they took their leaves of them, ſeemed to have 
a better opinion both of cheir Perſons and their Cauſe chen 
they had before, and did withal give them aſſurance that they 
ſhould not bedeliveredupto belent for Exgland untill they 
had had a more Publique Hearing of what they could fay in 
their own defence, But by che extream Offictouſneſs of Sir 
Ge.rge Downing and his continued Sollicications accompanied 
(as is reported) with ftrange menaces,thele perſons were ſoon 
after (nor only contrary to the parcicular engagements of 
the Lords before mentioned, bur alſo againſt the very Laws of 
Nations, and ofall humane Society and Commerce, yea a- 
gainſt their own former prattiſle in the Caſe of Ravilleck who 
murdered the King of France.) By {order from the States 
General at two of the clock in the Morning taken ont of Pri- 
lon, and being manacled with wriſt-Irons, chayns and locks, 
were thruſt intoa Veſſel lying at Delſt, and from thence con- 
veyed into one of the King of Exglands Frigots provided for 
the purpoſe, and (o in a few dayes were brought for Englaxd, 
where they Arrived at the Tower of London upon the Lords 
Day in the Evening, being the day of where they 
were forthwith diſpoſed of by Order of the Lieutenant to 
their ſeveral Priſon Lodgings, and there continued ina very 
comfortable Condition in reſpe@ of the Peace, Joy and Pati= 
ence in which they did poſflefie their Souls (as will more full 
appearin the enſuing part of this Narrative (untill the 16. of 
April, 1662, Upon which day they were carried up by Water 
4 B 2 to 
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tothe Kings Bench Bar to receive Judgement, having been al- 
ready by AQ of Parliament atraynted of High Treaſon for 
compaſiing the dearh of the late _ Charles the Firſt, Af- 
rer a very {hore difpute whether the Priſoners at the Bar were 
the Perſons named in the forementioned Att of Attainder yea 
orno. Witneſles being produced.who made full proof in the 
Afﬀirmacive,and thePritoners themſelves confefſing it,the Jy ry 
without going from the Bar, gave in their Verdi& that they 
were thePerſons named in the ſaid Att, whereupon Judge- 
ment was given againſt them accordingly.After Sentence was 
given they were remanded back to rhe Tower, agd in whar 
frame of Spirit chey were, and how full ef Joy and Peacein 
believing, and how ſweetly and patiently both to themſel! es 
and others, they ſpent that lictle time which remained from 
the day cftheir Tryal to the day of their Suffering, the fol- 
lowing Colleftion of the-occalions] Speeches and Diſcourſes 
which fell from them will abundantly ceſtifie, 


Their Opinion of the Covenant. 

In Satisfa&'on to many Friends that much defired to know 
what their opinions wete as to the Covenant, and thelare pro- 
ceedings againſt it, andalſo what they thought of the Conditie 
on of theſe Nations, they freely and fully upon occaſon ſtill 
anſwered, and largely diſcourſed to this effett. 

Truly, faid they, we can aftirm and do affirm it , that 
it was in purſuance of the Covenant that we ated , and that 
in defence of it we now ſuffer, and doubt not, but in due 
time God will own his Cauſe and this Covexant , and in ſuch a 
wranner too, as ſhall be to the amazement, yea, to the Horror 
and Confuſion of them that oppoſe it ; and of others alſo, the 
beretofore profeſſed Friends of it, who have lately aCted ſo ſtrange- 
ly upon it. Was it ever imagined that any 0; the very fir/t 
and ftrifieſt Compoſers and urgers of this Covenant either Here 
or in Scotland, ſhould deal with ir, as they have done? Thar 
they ſhould divide the ciril part of it from the Religiows, and 
whilft their Zeal is all iz a flame for the former, they ſhould be 
key-cold for the latter, leaving that to the utmoſt Hazzard 
which was the main, if not almoſt the whole Concernment and 
Jacendment of it ? Is it likely thar God will long bear with 
ſuch juggling as this ? Or can any expe that ic will paſſe jn the 
Day ot their Accounts? Men may think to baffle with God, and 
their 
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their own Conſciences, to invent ſhifts, diftinftions, pretenſes, 
and pur fairgloſſes on their Aions : bur let them not be decet- 
ved, God is not mocked, he never was, and never will be, as 
they will find at laft if they pe wot. | 

When ſome mentioned the burning of the Covenant, and by 
Autbority of Parliament too, Why, what then (ſaid they ) whar 
though the Common Hangman hath made Bonefires ofic ? yet 1s 
the Obligation to it burned alſo? No verily, ic neither is nor can 
be, nors it any humane Law that can cakeit off, but (ll ic 
doth and will abide in full force and wirtxe, either to be conſcr» 
entiorſly performed by them that are under ic, or to be ſe- 
verely pleaded againſt chem, if they negleR ir. 

But ic ſeems the Covenant muſt be abjured alſo, and is abju- 
red already by ſome, and this by a Publick, Law too, from rhe 
Pcoples repreſentatives in Parliament, and (0 is made the. A? 
of the whole Nati:n. Beaftoniſhed Oh Heavens ! and tremble 
O:: Earth! Let ch» Sun icſelfbe cloathed in blackuefſe art this 
ſo horridan impiety ! what! abjure ſuch a Covenant ! a Cove- 
nane ſo Solemnly taken ! a Covenant for the matter of it, 
ſo Religicus ! fo Holy ! ſouniverſally owned by three Nations ! and 
ownedin yea, Authorized by Porliament, (warn toby the King 
bimſclf, a Covenant ſo zealouſly preſſed upon Peoples Confcien- 
ces ! che forceof which hach been (ſo /trongly urged and im- 
proved for the bringing his Majeſty to the Throne ! what ! a Co- 
venant thatengageth toa Reformation ! and a Reformation ac- 
cording to the beſt and higheſtPatterns | ThisGovenant abjured! 
and tis abjured ! even E a Law ! and upon ſuch deep and 
and ſore penalties! Whar ib this but to bid defiance ro God 
himſelf? yea, topur ic to the Tryal whet her there bea God or 
no, that doth indeed /ook, down from Heaven upm the doings of, 
men, (Pſal. 11.2.) and whether he be ſuch aGud, as will a- 
venge theſe things ? Is it not b# word that is made the Rule of 
this Covenanted Reformation ? and was it not be bimelf, even 
his own Al-knowing Divine Majeſty, that was atteſted, and cal- 
ledin as a Witneſſeto the ſincerity of their hearts that took 
this Covenant, and that upon their own eternal D amna- 
tim or Salvation ? And mult this Covenant be abjured now ? This 
Covenant i Is not Gods own Word,and Gd himfelf too afrer a lore 
abjured, in that Aft, whoever are gulty of it? and whar-if 
ſome of thoſe that do, or ſhill abjure ir, or urge the abjuring 
of it upon others, have formerly been Proſeſſors of Religion, and 

lo 


6 ' Their Opinion of the Grvenant, 
Co far Profeſſors of it, that they have ſeemed to have been i 
love with it, delighted in it, and ſo to have taſted of the powers 
of the World to comegwill not theſe of all others be the very chief 
of ſinners, whileſt chey become guilty of no leffe than the very 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ? or at leaſt border as nearto it as pol- 
fibly may be ? 0h amazing vengeance | oh moſt dreadful of all 
udic ial frokes that can fall upon the Reprobate minds of men! 
May not the diſme! doom of Francis Spire be here remembred ? 
and Solomons back: ſlider in heart, who ſhall be filled with his own 
wayes? Prov. 14.14. Though ro commice murther upon the 
high way, andto do it deliberately, and in #09! blood too, be a 
moſt horrid crime, a crime againſt the very light of Nature, and 
againſt the ſecond Table : yer how ſhort doth it come of chis the 
higheſt of all crimes imaginable? a crime that murthers conſci- 
ence! that murchers ſouls! that murchers Religion it (elf! a 
crime againſt the firſt Table! moſt immediately againft the $9 
veraign God | and the greateſt of that nature that men can be 
guiley of, Indeed one fin more is found now common among 
us that comes the zeareſt to it of all others, and thac is, not 
onely the jecring of godline(ſe and godly men, but the biſtrio- 
nical ating of the Zealand Aﬀe&ion, even the ſweereft and 


warmeſt ({uch as the moſt Goppe/Miniſters are ſometimes moved 
with in Praying and Preaching ) oy way of mockery and deriſion 
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upon Stage-Playes, Oh horrible, horrible, horcible Abomi- 
nation /! even ſuch an abomination that muſt needs make de- 
folate ! Oh tremandous fad ! if this be nor to do deſpight to the ſþ i= 
rit of grace, whac is ? the corrupting and vitiating even the 
Flower of che chree Nations in the Nobility and Gentry, as well 
as the Touth of the City, by the B/aſphemous, Obſcene and Filthy 
Stages Playes as aforefaid ; the polluting che eyes and hearts 
of Common SpeQators even in the open Streets, by the many 
impudencly Spotted, Painted Faces, and ſhameleſly expoſed 
nakedneſſe ; The molt odious converſation of the Pantaloon Gal- 
lants (as they are called) with their BruitiConcubines in Stews 
and Brothel houſes, are bur petty (ins co cheſe : Such as the 
fleſhly and more carnal parts are ruined by, but thoſe other 
tins reach higher, even to the Syperiour part, the mind and 
conſcience : not but thar all fins even the leaſt that are, have 
an ##fluence upon the mind too, yer not to ſuch eminent and 
manifold degrees of guilt as theſe, Did the poor deluded peo- 
pleever iitend theſe chings? Did'they image that matters 
of 
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of this nature, would have been ever countenanced, yes ey- 
forced, and that by a Law 7 and among other things, did they 
ever mean Or thinkthat their burning and ſhining ligits ſhould be 
extinguſhed ? or did they chink ir poſſible, ic could have been 
done fo ſoon art leaſt?did they ever dream of ſuch grofſely Ig- 
norant, Lazy, Sottiſh, Debauched wretches to be put into places of 
Preferment , and the fat things of the three Nations, ſome 
of them poſl:(ling, 2, 3, 45 5, 6 7, $, yen 9, Or 10, Preferments 
rogether ( nor fully diſcharging anyone of chem in their own 
perſons, no, nor by their Deputies neither) whilſt many bun- 
dreds, it not ſome thouſands of Faithful, Painful, able Miniſters, 
are wholly laid aſide; -they and their Fawilies in the mean 
time being ready to periſh for want of bread for their bodies, as 
well as the Congregations from whence they are thruſt, are 
ready to periſh tor want of bread for their Souls? did they e- 
ver aim at the encouraging, or at leaſt at the permitting of 
Prieſts and Ieſuites to come (warming in among us, and that by 
thouſands, from all forreign parts? (which we are well aſſured 
of fince we have been abroad, and in ſome of thoſe Countries 
too from whence they came) ſuch bufie and Induſtriow Agents 
they are for their Great Maſter the Pope, and ſo ſuccefſeful al- 
ready that they boldly affirm it in Print, that "there is a common 
farour voted for them in this Nation, as may be ſeen and read 
in one of thoſe three Popith Books of Contention between the 
ſaid Prieſts and Feſuites among themſelves, which were lately 
Printed and Sold Publiquely at the Exchange, Sure by this 
" time the eyes of City and Country muſt needs be opened ( unleſs 
they are wholly giver zpto blindneſs) to ſee their roo late la» 
mented miſtakes, eſpecially in the cboiſes they have made, or 
been conſtrained to make, Now the poor Under texants that have 
giventheir vore as their L andlords pleaſed;now the abuſed In- 
habitentsof Towns and Corporations that have gratified the letters 
of their powerful ſoliciters,or menacers rather, for men,that ei- 
ther they never kyew,or could never have any tolerable ſatisfaUi- 
on in may ſee and feel untotheir ſorrow what miſeries theyhave 
brought upon themſelves and their poſtericies, when their few 
remaining lights are all quite put out, when darkneſs, tbick, dork» 
n-ſſe covers them, when they are ready to prriſh for want of vi- 
fron, Prov. 1c. 19, and a little time hach brought in that woful 
tenorance and brutality which the high contcmpt of fo glorious a 
Goſpel,as theſe Nations, and eſpecially this City of London hath 
(0 
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ſol:ng enjoyed, deſerves:then whae may not eahlybe done with, 
'or ro ſuch a people?whar v-ſſallage,or bondage ſpiritual ortemporal 
will they not ſubmic unto ? 4+ poor England! ah thou City of 
London | what woes and calamities even cf thine own procu- 
ring art thou already fallen into ?-and hew inevitably mult 
thou undergothem ? Thou triumphedjt in the undoubted ex- 
pe ation of sfſuted prace, greateſt plenty, moſt proſperous and 
mighty trade; tut how art thcu already tcfſed with cares and 
frars ? threai ned with ſcarcity and want ?- impoveriſhed with 
the Icfle of trading? thou boaftedſt of fre: dom from taxes and 
«ther prblick burdens; but what two years didit thou ever find 
{© coſtly before, and ſc heavy to thee ? belides thy other con» 
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ſiar.c eſletmemts and payments; what thinkeſt thou of the 
Fole- money githe benevo'ence, the chimncy- moncy, the Protefiions to 
thy debtoss;rhe monopolics that have come upon thee thick and 
three-fc1d'? Fhiow didft reckon co be the glory of Nations, the 
crowning 'City, "eo ſhine as bright in thy ſtones of fire as ever 
proudgy314 did, F ſa. 25.8. Fz#h, 28. 14, buthow greatly art 
thou:diſappointed?- whar plagues and judgements rather may- 
eſt cLow-nor- look for ſuddenly to overtake thee? for our parts 
we are new dying men, but if we were ſure to live, yet the very 
apprebenſions of theſe things makes us even dye a/rcady, Well, 
what Temedy remains? ſurely none but that which in a man- 
1Er we (te roo much cauſe even to 4: ſpair of, and that is (uch a 
ſp-edy, brarty and throvgh Repentancez tuch a general Reformas 
rien, luch a clofing and firm vnitirg of all parties, as our deplora- 
{le condition require+, end tlic Covenant we have bin (peeking 
of, binds us all to 

Obj &icns we know thereare againft this Covenant,andfuch 
tO as ſeem tohave :rength and weight in them, but when Ex- 
emined by impartial Judges, will be found otherwiſe, 

Some obj: & ageinit che Matter of the Corenart ; but to the 
intelligent and confiderative Reader, donot the very words of 
;r, and that in the /teral and grammatical conitruftion, moſt 
plainly diclarey char 'the rl hy af and am of it is, the pre- 
ſervatiorrand Reformerion'of thie'tru' Proftet aut Religion, both 
Perſuntlzs;d' Nationz! 2. 2nd that the preſervation of other - 
I} icre1s is {lecured by it, in#0 other ſenſe, and upon mo other 
ter 0s but in order unto that, or afteaft-wile no further then 
"wiil or can coſt with that ? hath not the whole frame. and 
£C011n<xX3cn of it,a moſt apparent drendarceupon, and reference 
: ($0 
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to the Religion aforeſaid? and if things be Cuely exami e 
and the Reader will but cake pains to ſearch inro the followmn 
Scriptures,ſhal he not there find that the Covenanted nr 409 
ons of Hezekiab ifi 2 Chron, chap. 29 and 30. and of Joeſieb in tte 
ſame, 2 Chron, chapters 34 and 35. and of Ezra, chap.g and rc, 
and of Nebemiab chap. 9. and 10, were not more bo'y nor Soler 
in the matter of them, then thi our very Selemn League and 
Covenant. 

And whereas it is farther ſaid, that it was unlawfuly impoſec', 
and by an unlawful Power, unjuſtly forced, and therefore not o- 
liging, We Anſwer to this allo, when ic was firſt caken men 
did not ſay ſo, nor did the Generality or Body of the three 
Nations think ſo (whatever ſome particular and otherwiſe in- 
tereſted perſons mighr,) and weſay further coo, that all che 
force uſed ( that we know of, or can remember} were only 
arguments and conviftive diſcourles either from 'Princs or 
Pulpits. This means indeed was uſed, ſtrongly wged, and 

eſſed upon peoples conſciences, and by thoſe very men too chiet= 

cha while it was burned toaſhes, were altogether ſilent in the 
efence of it, a ſin which we pray God to give them Repentance 
and Pardon for. 

Bur if this Obje&ion had any weight init (as indeed it hath 
not) ſo long as the matter of the Covenant is good, and the 
great God is now atteſted by them that tookit, and thereby in- 
diſpenſably obliged to God by irt,do not ſome of the Biſhops them= 
ſelves, Dr. Sanderſon by name, hold it binding,notwithitanding 
the pretended force oF it ? 

But what need we trouble our ſelves with Arguments for 
this from the conceſſion of mens? lince God himſelf pleads this very 
cauſe (o irrefragably as he doth, both in the cale of the Giveonites 
whoſe Covenane though gotten by fraud, az is moſt apparent 
in the g of Foz, yer the breach of it was ſrarply revenzed, 
many years after in 2 Sam. 21, And of Zedekjah, whole Cove- 
nant was forced upon him againſt his will, even by an Heather 
Prince, and yer becaule he brake it, ſee how God treaks him, 
n the 17, of Ezekzel, Lernot men think to eſcape from an 
Omnipotent and an angry God. A God that alwayes hath aven- 
ged, and ſtill will avenge the quarrel of his Covenant, ( Levit. 
26. 25.) and is therefore called the 1 ord G:id of Recomp-nſ+s, 
end the Lord God of recompenles, that will fjurcly requate, 
(Ferem. 51.56.) and himſelf gives the realon for it mere then 
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once by the mouth of che ſame Prophet, ſaying that ir isrhe 
vrqgin of the Lord, the vengeance of bis Temple, Ferem. 5 ©. 78. & 
g «II, . 

Lec our Sufferings therefore be what they will or can be, we 
are ſure it is for doing no more, then what in our Places and 
Callings by this Covenant we were bound to do, and that upon the 
utmoſt hazzard of our inward peace here, and eternal happineſs 
hereafter. 

We arecharged indeed with Diſloyalty to our late Prince, but 
as matters ſtood with us, being thw engaged, bow could we 
have been Lo;a[to the King of Kings if we had not endeavoured 
at leaſt eo perform our vows to him ? If we were brought into 
this dilemma or double ſtraight, that we muſt neceſſarily come 
under the cenſure of Diſbyalty either toGod or the King, we 
ſay with the Apoſtles in As 4. 19. whether it be right in the 
fight of God, ts hearken unto you more then unto God, Fudge yo, 

Some may think and perhaps may be ready enough to ſay it 
too, that we dye like Fooles, and have no ſufficient warrant 
our Sufferings : Bur for our parts we are of another mind, a 
hope ſhall be enabled to aſſert and ſeal it to the laſt drop of our 
blood. And though fora time in the preſent beat of things, men 
may inſult over our mangled bodies, as if by killing us they 
had got the vitory, and may triumph at the fight of our exal- 
ted ®uarters, yet when the eyes of people are through'y opened, 
and they have been long enough wearzed with theMileries and 
Oppreſſions of all ſorts, which they have been fo eagerly fon 1 
of, and for want of due fore-light have ſo baſtily and wolently . 

precipitated themſelves into, they will have other thoughts : 
and ſuch cf us as now paſſe for Murtherers (and the vileſt and 
| moſt execrable that are too) may perhaps be accounted wor- 
thy of the eſteem of Martyres; for what hach brought us to this 
we are now come to? Is it not the ſame Cauſe (upon the whole 
matter) which all the three Nations owned ? and which ſome of 
us lends in Parliament, and others of us fought for in the Field? 
was it not foroppoling and doing what we were able to remove 
and prevent for the future thoſe very miſchiefs as well in Civils as 
Eccleſiaſticks, which while we were in power, could not break 
in upon. us, but now are returned more fiercely then ever, even 
like a mighty Torrent that bears all before it ? : 

Ler all erue Fzgliſþ-men lay their hands upon their hearts, 
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the laſt twenty years Injoyments with preſent times end things, 


Though we had Armies then, and Taxes npon the ez yen 
though we deny not,bur there were ſome Atings and 
Irregular Proceedings, ariling inavoidably from the neceſſity and 
exigence of Afﬀairs , ( not from the cheiſe or defires of thoſe 
that were Aors in them.) Yet how greet and invaluable were 
the Priviledges and Liberties which the people chen enjoyed? 
Were their Charters and Enfranchiſments endangered as now 
they are? Wastheir Trading ever fo /ow, even in the worſt of 
thoſe times, as at this preſent * Was their Ffretiow and Glorious 
Goſpel extinguiſhed, or ſo much Eclipled at leaſt, in the lighc 
of it? Did poverty every where march ſo faſt upon them even 
in that time of War, as zow it doth in our dayes of peace, like ax 
armed man ? Did we not flowrilh at Home (at leaſt compara- 
tively) and were we not a cerrour to enemies abroad ? Though 
there was not ſodue a care as ſhould or might have been for 
the preventing of D.viſons,and uniting all ju/t and good intereſts 
edgether (a fin that is to be lamented, and will be lamented 
yet was there ever ſuch a Flcod-gate opened to all impiety as 
now there is? What prophanations of the Sabbaths are now 
found among us ? What vain and ſuperſtiticus Worlhips? What 
dreadful Apoſtacy ? What Teaching for Doftrin+s, the precepts and 


. inventions of men, dire&ly concrary to Chriſt and the Apoftles, 


Mat. 15. 9. Colloſſ. 2. 20. to 23. Whar lew4 and [awleſſe-lives a» 
mong all forts of men and women? What Chamberings and 
Wantenneſſe ? What Riot and exceſſe * What Drinking and Whore 
ing? What Swearing and Swaggering? What Gaming and Revel- 
ling? Whar Curſinz and Damning ? What Roaring and Ranting # 
What u»controlable wickedneſs rageth every where through the 
Land ? Even as if the men of theſe times had been delivered 
on purpoſe to do all theſe abominations, Ferew. 7. 10. may not. 
ruful tgland as much now as ever. fit downin tears, and e= 
To weep her eyes out for grief, Dr, Gauden himſelf being 
Juage ? 

It is true indeed, there are many that cry up the bleſſedneſſ 
of cheſe times, and the happy changes we are now under; that 
do in a manner conclude, that it is impoſſible any thing can be 
now done, which may admit of amendment : that nothing ought 
now tobe accolinted grievous or oppreſſive; no, not though 
Princes themſelves become companions of theeves,(Eſay 1.23.) though 
open Robberies, Aſſaults and Murthers be done by them upon 
C 2 the 
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the very high wayes. The Poor Commons of England, travel- 
ling abour their lawful occafions, may be now ſlain, and their 
innocent blood bought and ſold, if they be great men, or great 
mens Sons that do it. They may Kill and Murther and do w hat 
they pleaſe, and yet (hall finda deliverance, Oh! how are 
witne f{cs even in che caſe of blcod now tampered wich, filenced? or 
over-awed by Bribes or Threats ? What Corrupt and Unright* ow 
Juryts have we? How is Fudgement turned into wormwood ? 
Murther into man-{laughte?, and maen-{laughter into muc- 
ther,as the cale lyes ſor,or againſt aPhanatique(as theycall him) 
or 2 pcor Commmer ? But may nor {uch as bring the price or guilt 
of innocent blood upon their own Fumzlies (as well as pollute 
the Nation with it) chance to have the innocent blood of 
themſelves or lome of theirs be enquired afcer by the next Jury, 
whileſt chus chey encovrage the hands of murtherers againſt 
their Brethren 2 
As for thoſe that bleſe themſelves with ſuch times 
eimes 2s theſe, what are they (for the moſt part at leaſt) 
but men of moſt filthy and diſſolute lives? fuch as were deſcri- 
bed before ? Haters of God and godlinefle ? ſuch as cannot in- 
dure holinefle of Life, or foundnefle of Do&rine, but are even 
wad againlt a convincing Miniſtt y in the Nation, and the pious 
Examples of ſuch neighbours as walk moſt cloſe with God, leaſt . 
their own wickednefſfe ſhould be reproved or ſhamed ? and what 
ever their pretended devotion may be, yet are they not ſuch 
generally, as care n2 more for one Religion then for another any 
fuccher then ic ſuits with the full ſwing and dominion of their 
lufis ? and is it not for this very reaſon, that they contend ſo 
much for preſent things, even with a zeal as hot as hell ? 
Forour parts We account it #9 priviledge tolive, to behold 
what is already come in part upon us, and is farther 
coming upon thele Nations,'8 therefore are the lefſe ſolicit: us 
about our death 3 And however at preſent we may be judged 
to (ſuffer as mglfadors, yet who can tel] but that our Flood may 
rove as fattening and ſruGif;ing cowards the Common Cauſe, as 
the bloud of the Mareyrs did in the Church ? and then it will 
be noſoliſciſme to ſay, Sanguis Martyrum ſemen eſt, ut Eccleſia, 
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Some Occaſional Paſiages, — and Letters of Col. F 4 
Barkſteads os they were taken from his own mouth, or left 
behind him in writing under his own band, 

A of them did at ſeveral rimes repair co him; Thoſe 

who firft came to him were fo affe&ed with thoſe 
choice Expreſſions which dropt from him, that like rhe Wo- 
man of Semarza, they made ir cheir work to invite and encou- 
rage others to partake of the (ame Mercy with chemſelves : up- 
on which many had the opportunity co hear him fpeak, and 


amongſt them ſeveral fober and defcreet Perſons did commir 
to writing the chings that were moſt remarkable which fell 


Feer Liberty was granted to ſome of his Relations and 
Friends to viſit himin his impriſonment, very many 


from him. And heie we begin with what he ſpake to ſeveral 


Friends who came to viſtc him during the time of his impri- 
{lonment. 

Having been, faith he, but a very little while off of my 
Watch, in that cime giving way to a Parley wich Fleſh and 
Bloud, Sathan who is never idle was not now wanting, bur 
put me for ſome hours to ir, endeavouring to preſent ro me 
che greatneſſe of the Sufferings I was yet to go through, and 
my own weaknefle to go thorow them, I ſaw indeed my own 
weaknefle and inabilicy, and caking che Bible ro look for a 
word from whence I might get ſtrengeh and encouragement, 
the Lord broughe co me that place of Iſaiah 26.3, 4. Thou wilt 
keep him in perfeft pace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe be 
trufteth in#hee: And ſo v.4. Truit ye in the Lord for ever, for ia the 
Lord Fehovab iu everlaſting ſtrength, And (o v. 8, Tea in the way cf 
thy F::dgement O Lord have we waited for thee, the deſires of our 
ſouls is to thy Nam?, an to th? Remembrance of thee, 

The Lord helped him by chis word co conquer all his fears, 
which did ariſe from the ſenſe of his own weaknefle and utter 
inſufficiency to conflift with chole difficulties and deaths 
which did now encounter him, neither was the Lord wanting 
in renewing hi: ſtrength from other portions of his good 
Word, which upon the opening of his Bible his eye by Provi- 
dence was ſtill diref:d to, whereof hear him give his follow- 


Ing account. 
When 
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When I was (ſayes he) locked upin my lodging in the 
Tower alone, [began to confider what my preſent condition 
called for from me, and taking my Bible ( my joy ) I firſt 
pitched on this Scripture, Pſalm 4. verſ. 4 Stand in aw and ſin 
not, commune with your own hearts upon your beds, and be ſtil',and 
verſ. 5, Offer the Sacrifice of Righteouſneſſe , and put your truſt in 
the Lord. Aﬀter ſome hours ſpent in Reading and Medicating 
upon theſe words, and finding not oneſyllable in which there 
was not an overflowing fulneſs as to me, Ac this time of m 
AfMii&ion , 1 was lead torth in my Spirit abundantly to add 
more the goodnefle of the Lord co me, that I ſhould fo provie 
dentially pitch upon chis Scripture ; And now my heart being 
filled with raviſhing Joys and Rejoycings, I looked a lictle 
further, and reading verſ. 7. Thou haſt put gladneſſe in my Heart, 
more than in the time that their Corn , and their Wine encreaſed ; | 
found that Scripture —— made good co me, and can 
cruly ſeal to this, that in all my full enjoymentsof the Crea« 
cure, I never had ſuch Joy and Gladneſſe in my hearc as now, 
and thatall the Aﬀi&ions, Cares and Torments I have mec 
with are nothing to thoſe ſweer enjoyments thac God hatch 
givenin through Chrift; Nono, chereis more afflition in 
the leaſt fin, then in the greateſt of Sufferings, and that I can 
truly, ſay there hath not one private thought paſt through me 
that I wasſorry or with I had not been fo far engaged in this 
Glorious Cauſe, bur have rather admired che great love of 
Chriſt to me, that he ſhould make choice of ſuch a poor Crea- 
cure as [am to be employed in his Work. I muſt further ſay, 
that the Lord hath made crooked things ſtraighe » and rough 
wayes plain, and hard and difficult things eaſte to megthrough 
the Free and Rich Love of Chriftz ON he h:cth made death 
nothing unto me now, but yer | have no ſtrength of my own, 
no my ftrengch lies in my weaknefſe, and it 1s Chrift alone 
that can renew my ſtrengch, which he doth daily , by ſetting 
upon my heart theſe following Scripture*, which have been a 
conſtant relief rome. The Lord & my Light and Salvation, whom 

ſhall T fear ? The.Lord is the Rock, of my life, of whom ſhould I be 
afraid, Pla). 23. 14. Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and he 
ſhall ſtrengthen thy Heart , waitT ſayon the Lord, Pſalm. 33.11, 
The Counſel of the Lord ſtands for ever, and the thoughts of his 
Heart to all Generations : Bleſſed be the Soul that hath the Lord for its 
inheritance, Pſalm, 138. verl. 8. The Lord will perfefi that which 
X Cone 
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Some Occaſional Paſſages and Letters, 8c, 5 
concerneth me : the Me. cies 4 the | ord endureth for ever, forſakg not 
the works of thine own bands, Prov, 16. verl. 9. A mans heart de- 
viſeth bis way, bu: the | ord direfieth bis ſteps; in the day when I cry:d 
thou anſwered;t me, and firength:nedjt me with ſtrength in my ſoul; 
commit thy wayes to the Lord, and thy thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 
Prov, 28. verl. 25. When the wicke4 ariſe, men hide themſelves, but 


' when they periſh, the Righteous increaſe, But now thus ſaith the 


Lord that created thee O Jacob, and he that formed thee O Ilrael, 
fear not, T am he that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions for my own ſake, 
and will not remember thy ſins, Elaiah 63. verl[. 9. In all their afe 
fliftions he was affliied, and the Angel of his preſence ſaved them in 
bis love, and in his pitty he redeemed them, and be bare them , and 
carried them all the dayes cf old, Lam. 3. ver. 24. and 2. 5. 2. 6, 
27. verl. 38. The Lord is my portion ſaith my ſoul, therefore will I 
hope in him, The Lord is good unto them that wait for bim, to the 
fouls that os uy him, it is good that a man ſhould both hope and qui= 
etly wait for the Salvation of the Lord, I ho is}he that ſaith it com« 
eth to paſſe when the Lord commandeth it not , out of the mouth of the 
met High proceedeth_ not evil an1 good , Plal. 34. 9. Ob fear the 
Lord ye his Saints, for there is no want to them that fear him, Pſal. 
11. 22, Though band joyne in band the wicked ſhall not be unpuni- 
hid, but the ſeed of the Righteous ſhall be delivered. 


Some Experimental Paſſages in Diſcourſe with a Friend. 


Friend coming to bim the week of his Tryal and Suf- 

fering, did partake of many choice breathings from him, 

ſome of them which he could call co mind acre here faithfully 
colle&ed, 

We are to eſteem Sufferings the better when they are in the 
Wayes of God, and we mult not efteem the Wayes of God the 
w—_—_ becaule they are accompanied with Sufferings in this 
world. | 

A Believing Souls Sufferings for Chriſt do confirm him the 
more inthe wayes of Chrift, 

A Principle of Faith finds three forts of Promiſes in the 
Goſpel. 

Firſt, The Promiſe of Aſiſtance. 

Secondly, The Promiſe of Acceptanee. 

Thirdly, The Promiſe of Reward, 

Then 


"*$4*%; 


—_ 


Then he proceeded in ſome furtber Spiritual Diſcourſe. 


Although I find Fhave no ſtrength to encounter with thoſe 
great Tryals Iam to/ meet with , yat I will labour ro quit my 
heart through'theSpirit of Faith, from that Scripture, Eſz. 
30.7. Tonr jirength z to ſit ſtil, and indeed I find it ſo. Then 
one preſent did ask him, if hechought the Cauſe in whieh he 
had been engaged would ever ariſe again, He ſaid, The 
Caule lies in the Boſom of Chriſt, and as ſure as Chriſt aroſe, 
the Cauſe will ariſe.again, and we'die but to make way forit, 
for when Fehr the Faptiſt came rqpreparethe way for Chrift, 
he.mutt be beheaded: for it; fo we by our death do bur make 
way for the next comming of Jeſus Chriſt perſonally to raign 
a thouſand years with his Saints. And although we die, the 
Gauſe will certainly live, 


The Thurſday before his Suffering , he entertained ſome Friends who 
came to viſit him, with very ſweet and Heavenly 
Diſcourſe , to this purpoſe. 


That althongh God had given him a fight of his Eternal 
happines,yetSatan wouldhave brought all his ſins before him, 
yea the very {ins of his youth as unpardoned , yea ſayes he, 1 
my ſelf alſo would fain have fet them before me, bur God 
out of his free love through his Son, was ſtronger then them 
both, and would not ſuffer it, but gave mein a full aſſurance 
chatall my ſins were freely forgiven and blotted our, and ne- 
ver to be remembred againſt me any more, which cauſed ſuch 
unſpeakable Joyes that he was not able to utter, nor was he 
to the beſt obſervation of Friends then preſent, ever ſeen (0 
chearful in the greateſt of his proſperity. ; 

At noon one deſired him that he would eat, he anſwered 
him thathe was above that kind of meat, forthe Lord ( faith 
he) hath fed me with the fat things of his own Spirit. | 

The night before he Suffered,- he was exerciſed with ſome 
fears, leaſt he ſhould wane ſtrength to go through the great 
work he was now ſuddenly to engage in,he took his Bible and 
opened it at an ad+enture,and God gave him in ſuch a word 
that wasſoſutal I: forhim at the timegthat he rejoyced and ſaid 

Bleſſed be his Name that never leaves me without a Word; the 


Scrip- 
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$cripture which Providence chen preſenced him with, was /ſa. 54.10. 
For the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed, but my kind. 
weſt ſhall not depars from thee, neither the Covenant of my Peace be 
removed from thee, ſaith the Lord that hath mercy on thee, Oh fayes 
he to his Friends and Relations then with him, You are the Mountains 
and che Hills chat mult depart from me now ; and lo took his leaye of 
them all with much cheartulneſs, ſaying, Go ſeek che Lord for me, 
for I cannot go one hairs breadth in my own ſtrength. 

At another cimg he thus ſpake- ro {ome near Friends and Relations 
who were with him ; Cermialy ( faith he ) if I had knowa the com- 
forts of this ſweet communion with God in a Priſon betore, I had run 
to a Priſon long ago, If I had ſuffered when my Brethren did (ufter, 
I had had little or no blood in my body to have ſpilc for Jelus Chriſt 
in this good Cauſe ; but God carried me into Germany, and there 
made us to ſow 2 good Seed, which will never ez and now God 
hach brought me back again,with more ſtrength to (uffer for his Name 
and Cauſe : Indeed. the Lord hath made me in ſome meaſure now fic 
to go through Sufferings for him, and it is indeed He alone who hath 
done it, 4 

Upon hearing the news of his Tryal. which he knew was Death to 
him, taking and looking into his Bible, God was pleaſed to ſet home 
that Scripture with his own Spiric upon his ſoul, 2 7m. 4.6. For / 
am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand ; 
and fayes he, I can truly fay in the firength of the Lord, I am now 
ready to offer up my body to the Lord, all chings being very clear to 
me in my own Conſcience, 

He earnelily defied ſome Friends to (eek to the Lord for him, that 
he might have a better heart than chat which he had t burn ; bur, 
bleſſed be the Lord, faith he,I have in a good ſenſe a h-art and a heart, 
though till my ſtrength is in my weakneſs, 

He was wont frequently during the whole time of his Impriſonment, 
eFutrer very ſweet expreſſions to this purpoſe; Thar the wayes of God 
are very pleaſant wayes,- and that his ſufterings were as nothing, Pri- 
ſons, Chains, Manacles, with Buffetings, &c, were not to be accounted 
ſufferings z and that had he known before, what it had been to be in 
Bonds Pr Chriſt, and to have the Preſence of God-in ſuch a condition, 


he would neyer have gone beyond Sea ; and that he had enjoyed more 

of God in thar Palace ( for ſo he called his cloſe Priſon?) than ever he 

did in his life before. 

He oftcn ſaid likewiſe, eſpecially the day before his Execution, to an 
a 
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eminent Miaiſter, That it was bis great burden at tha time,that ever 
* he lifted up a finger againit any of the People of God that were hereto. 
fore of another Perſmaſion, different from his ; and exhorted all his 
Friends that were preſear, to love the Image of Chrilt where-eyer they 
ke it. 

A Miniſter being with Col. Barkffead the day before he ſuffered, 
and having heard that whilft he was Lieutenant of the Tower, he had 
been ſomewhat ſevere and harſh to certain godly perſons (called Fifth- 
Monarchy-mes) then in his cultody ; asked him this Queſtion, 

Sir, Had not you ſome good men in your cuſtody once when you 
were in power ? ( and intended further to have ſaid ) and were you 
not then ſomewhat harſh and ſevere to them ? But Col. Barkſtead an- 
ricipating his meaning , prevented him with this afteQionate Reply ; 
Oh Sir! that very thing hath coſt me many 4 tear, when I was ſome 
hundreds of miles from this place, and before I came into this condi. 
tion ; indeed they held forth an opinion concerning the Fifth Monarchy 
or Kingdom of (hrift upon Earth, which I was then much prejudiced 
Lain and ſo prejudiced, that I was not willing to hear or reade 

t ing in favour of it : but now [ am ſo far perſwaded of the truth 
of i, that I could freely lay down my life for it. Oh Sir ( faith he) 
may hows would not (office to tell you all my Experience, as towebing 
this particular ;, it was fince 1 came into Priſon that the Lord hath led 
me into the light and knowledge of this Truth; and when I m 
times opened my Bible, ſuch places of Scripture preſented themſelves to 
me ai preached the Dottrme, which I ſeveral times ont of prejudice 

waved, and would not look wits ; bmt notwithſtanding, the Lord did 
fo overcome my heart, to the faith and love of this Truth and Dorine 
of Chriſt's viſible Kingdom here on Earth, or the Fifth Monatchy,thar 
now 1 could,as I ſaid before, fe9 lay down my life for it ; and 1 hope 
the Lord will help me to ſpeak, ſomething to bs particular to morrow ; 
but if through weakneſs 1 ſhould nor then fheak ſo fully to it, T bave 
left a Teſtimony behind me to that glorious Trath. pes 

When he ſaw his Friends at any time fad abour him, he would oftea | 
ſay to them, Be ſad for nothing but Sin, fear nothing but Sin ; There % 
& more evil im the leaſt Six, T iu the greateſt Smfferings : this was 
(as he ſaid) his own experience. vw, 

T he Sherift's man bringing him word of his Execution, and telling 7 
him” he was lorry to bring him the ill news ; be ſmiled, and very 


chearfully returned him this anſwer, Bleſſed be the Lord, 1 am ready, 


«nd therefore it is ne ill news to me, 
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whichTime, until Execution, he behaved himſelf wich much 
Joy and Cheartulneſs, ſo that many that came to ſee him with rears in 
their eyes, went away rejoycing for that of God they ſaw in him. 

At another time, to a Friend ſpeaking to him of the greatneſs of his 
Aſfiitions, he recurned this Anſwer : My greateſt Afﬀition (fayes 
he) hath been my Oppoſition to thoſe of the People of God who were 
contrary-minded to me. And faid further, that he was much com- 
forted and helped by the Prayers of che Saints, yea, of choſe Saints, 
(taid he) which conſidering my dealings with chem, had more cauſe 
to curſe me, than to bleſs me : when I heard chat ſuch prayed tor me, 
] believed chey would prevail, and that God would anſwer his own 
Spirit in his People for me, He alſo defired a Friend to uſe his 1ncere(t 
to reconcile him to thoſe Saints whom he had offended and dealt hard- 
ly with, viz. thoſe who are in a =_ Scripture. ſenſe for the King- 

om of Jeſme Chriſt , a Truth which he confeſſed he ſo much oppo- 
ſed, n_—_ With the Profeſlors of it: which Oppoſition faith ke) I 
have often felt i» my very bones, in regard of the ſorrow it colt me : 
But now (ſayes he) I rejoyce that the Lord bath enlighimed me in it, 
though much without humane means, only by the Bible, in the cime of 
my Sufterings. 

The day before his Execution, he dined and ſupped with his Frieads 
as heartily and chearfully as ever they ſaw him, and (lept as well that 
night as he had done theſe many years , being fill much refreſhed and 
kept up with that Scripture, He that believes in me ſhall never dje- 

In the morning he aroſe early, and the Gentleman. J aylor briaging 
him word that the Sheriff was come, defired him to be ready, He 
anfwered, Bleſſed be the Lord, I am ready : but he laying a little 
longer than was expeRted, he was as one in haſte to be gone, and 
often looked out at the wiadows, ftill wiſhing for the coming of his 
Chariot ( for ſo he called the Sled ) and when the Jaylor came for 
him, he went with chat readineſs and chearfulne& as was to admi- 
ration, 

Theſe following Scriptures he left written upon the walls of his Pri- 
ſon-Chamber in the Tower, viz. Exod. 32, 14, And the Lord ve» 
pented of the evil which he thought to do unto his People, Numb, 14. 
I9, 20. Pardon [ beſeech thee the Iniquity of this people, according 
wnto the greatneſs of thy Mercy, and as then haſt forgiven this people, 

from Egypt, even until now. And the Lord ſaid, 1 have pardoned 
according to thy word, Plal. 73. 25,26, 27, 28, Whom have I in 
Heaven but thee ? and there is nong upon Earth that 1 deſire be« 
a 2 | fides 
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des thee, and my heart faileth, but God « the ftrgroth 
# my ET oe on ever, For bo, they that are far Gow 
hee ſhall periſh ; Thou haf#t deſtrojed all them that go a whoring from 
Thee. But it ts good for me to draw near to God, I have pat my truſt 
in the Lord God, that I may declare all thy works, Ifa. 43. 2. When 
thou paſſeth thorow the Waters, I will be with thee ; and thorow the 
Rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee : when thou walkeſt thorow the 
Fire, thou ſhalt not” be burnt, neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee, 
Jer. 49. 11, 12,13. Leave thy fatherleſi Children, I will preſerve 
them alive ; and let thy widows truſt in me, For thus ſaith the Lord, 
Behold, they whoſe Judgment was not to drink, of the Cup, have aſſu* 
redly drunkgn, and art thow be that ſhalt altogether go unpuniſhed ? 
thou ſhalt net go unpuniſhed,but thaw ſhalt ſurely drink of it. For 1 have 
ſworn by my Self ſaith the Lord, that Bozrah ſhall become a deſolation, 
4 reproach, a wafte,and a curſe, and all the Cities thereof ſhall be per. 
petnally waſtes. [ have heard « rumonr from the Lord, and an Am. 
baſſader # ſent unto the Heathen, ſaying, Gather ye together, and come 
againſt her, and riſe up to the battel, 


Other P.ſſ1ges ard occaſional Speeches of Col, John Barkſtead, 
taken by another hand, as followeth, 


T the firſt entrance of a Friend into his Lodging, the reſpeR and 
afteQtion he had for him, torced him to ſhed a tear, at which he 

was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid. that he would haye none of his Friends 
weep for him, but thoſe that envied his happineſs, thoſe that were un. 
willing he ſhould go to Heaven ; And having had ſome other diſcourſe 
with his Friend as he lay on his Bed. be gave a brief account of Gods 
dealings with him 1n che Priſon (otherwile called and clteemed by him 
as his Palace) which is as followerh At my firft entrance into this 
place, I was deprived of all company, being lockt up cloſe-Priſoner, 
none being ſuffered ro come to me, only my Keeper, and he not very 
often ; bur blefſed be God, the Sun of Righteouſneſs fill d1d ſhige up- 
on me, thongh deprived of other earthly enjoyments. Now findiog 
my ſelf in this deſerted condrrron ( for fo I looked upon it with an eye 
of ſence) I began to conlider with my ſelf of my eſtate, what a miſe. 
rable man I ſhould be were my hopes and confidence only in chis life, 
did they depend ſoley, on ſuch momentary things, as Friends, Relations, 
Liberty, 8c. of which 1n to ſhorc a time I am ſo much deprived ; bur 
haying a confideace builc upon that God that. I had ſo long trufted io, 
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I reſolved to apply my ſelf ro Him, which accordingly I did by Prayer, 
and having waited long at the Poſts of Wiſdoms Gate(for who woul 
not have dene it, having a key that would certainly open ic, I mean 
that gracious Promiſe of an Almighty God, That thoſe that ſeek, his 
face in fincerity, ſhall not ſeek, it in vai) the Lord was pleaſed evi- 
dencly to appear to my poor foul, and told me, that being here in Pri- 
ſon, delticute of all earthly enjoyments, and having nothiog in this 
world to truſt to, I ſhould find bim inflead of all to me : I continued 
to make my Applicatien to him ; but he was pleaſed afterwards for a 
lictle ſpace to hide his face from me ; but, blefled be his Name, his 
Spirit did not depart, but encouraged me with Jacob, not to let him go 
till he bad bleſſed me, and after a while I beheld the light of his coun- 
tenance again, Now, who would not truſt in ſuch a God as he is, in 
regard ſuch a poor creature as I am fould no ſooner ask, bur prevail, 
And from that time to this, the ſweetneſs of that Communioa that IT 
have had with my gracious God, is novto be expreſſed ; Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither can it enter into the heart of man to 
conceive of thoſe things that are laid up for thoſe that love Him... 

Several Friends connng in to ſee him, he was for a while interrupted 
in ſpeaking , but when they departed, he proceeded with this enſaing 
diſcourſe, Several, ſayes he, came to wr me to repentance for 
that horrid fin of wwrdering my late Sovereign ( fo termed by them.) 

For their good counſel I returned them hearty thanks, and told chem 
that F had with tears laid all my fins open to Ged, and bleſſed be his 
Name, he had done the like to my conſcience, for the pardon of which, 

through the Blood of Chriſt I had a full aſſurance ; and I cold them, 
that among all the catalogue of my fins, I could never find ;has (la 
termed by them) to be a fin, | 

The day before he dyed, there came a Letter from one that pre- 
tended to be his Friend, (though to him unknown) the ſubſtance of 
which was, That provided he would give a very inconfiderable ſun 
of Money, he did not queſtion the purchaling of his-Life. Having read 
the Lerter, he turning about to his Wife, with a ſmiling countenance, 
told her, that there was another ſnare, ſhewing her the | ene (having 


had ſeveral others before ) and curning to the Meſſenger that brought 
the Letter, did defire him co recura his Friend many thanks for his 
Kindneſs, and to acquaint him that he was a very poor man, and as for 
Money he had none, but withal told him, that he folittle eſteemed 
temporal life, that if he had but a Farthing he yould not give it to 
purchaſe ic, | 


Another 
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Another Letter came to his hands the morning he went ts dye, and 
adyiſed him, thar if he would make his Addreſs to the King by way of 
Petition, he might have his Liberty, Provided he would fight under 
the Portugal, againſt the Spaniard, He returned this Anſwer, withour 
the leaft pauſe, and with a ſmiling countenance, That he was now go- 
ing to fight wider the Banner of King F E SH S, and therefore ſnch 
Temptations 4s theſe were very unſuitable to his Spirit, 

Several being preſent at Dinner-time on the day before he dyed,and 
refuſing to eat wich him, he eating ſo heartily : He told chem he admired 
they - ſtand by and ſee a dying-man eat fo heartily, and they not 
eat at all, 

At night at his going to Supper, his Wife defired him to waſh his 
hands, ir being the laſt time he ſhould eat with his Friends : bur he 
refuſed ir, telling her that to morrow they would be put upon the Ciry 
Gates on ſpikes, and then the rain would fave him that labour : He 
likewiſe deſired one of his Relations to air his laſt Shirt, which accor- 
dingly ſhe did : all which he ſpake with a chearful ſmiling counte- 
nance, 

' ;Saturday, being the day of his Execution, his Friends came early in 
the morning to ſee him, and having been there about a quarter of an 

hour, he asked his Keeper how he had ſlept that gight 2 who anſwe- 
red, Very well, He likewiſe asked his Keeper, whether he did not 
laugh about three of the clock in the morning ? ſuppoſing it co have 
been only a Dream : but the Keeper made anſiyer, That about the fore- 
mentioned time he made a very great laughter ; the Keeper admiring 
at the occaſion of ir, ſaid, Do you laugh, Sir, and are to dye to day ? 
who anſwered, To dye! 7 die to live, quoting that Scripture, He 
that believes in me ſhall never die : The reaſon of his laughter being, 
as himſelf ſaid, becauſe he was exceedingly tranſported with joy inthe 
evidence of Chriſt's love to his ſou]. And indeed nothing bur Joy was 
daily ſeated in this dying-man's countenance, as did evidently appear 
| to all che SpeRators, 

The morning being far ſpent in diſcourfing with his Friends, the Sleds 
about eight of the clock came into the Tower, which making a great 
noiſe upon the ones, "he ran to the window with a ſmiling counte- 
nance to. view them, and faid, Oh our Chariots are now come.! A lite 
while after the Sleds came,the Gentleman-Porter, or ſome other Ofh= 
cer in the Tower, came toacquaint him with it, defiring him to prepare 
for his Departure : to which be rejoycingly anſwered, T hat bleſſed be 
God, it was fiot then to do ; and ſo with much chearfulneſs he _ 
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mitted his Wife into the hands of the Lord God Almighty, refling up- 
on his Promiſe, That he will be a Father to the Fatheyleſs, and a Huf- 
band to the Widow. A little before his Departure,he defired his Wife 
to button on his Cloak, which accordingly ſhe did, and preſently the 
Gentleman-Jaylor and a File of Souldiers came by the Licutenants 
Ocder and recfcived him, at which cime he parted with his Wite and 
Relations, as himſelf profefled, with as much joy as ever he received 
them. Now being brought by the Jaylor to the Lieutenants Door, 
that being the place appoiared for the Sleds to receive them ; and al- 
though it was the place and houſe in which he lived in plenty and he- 
rour, yet he had ſo much eftcanged himſelf unto it, that he did nor fo 
much as caſt his eye upon it; aad no wonder, if his treaſure were in 
Heaven, that his heart was there alſo. He was appointed che farft 
that ſhould enter the Sled, and ſo to be drawn the foremoſt of the three 
through the City. Having thus centred the Sled, he fat down, and 
looking about him with 8 chearful countenance, and ſpeaking comfor- 
table words to ſuch Friends as were near him ; after a while the Sleds 
were ordered to be drawn away, which accordingly was performed ; 
and coming down the Churck-bill, oppolit ro his Priſon ( alin his Pa» 
lace) his Wife with ſome other Friends Randing at the window, took 
her Handkercheif out of her Pocket and ſhook it at him, which ke 
perceiving, took off his Har and ſeveral times ſhaking it over his head, 
eryed out With an aſtoniſhing chearfulneſs, To Heaven, to Heaven, 
to Heaven, my Love,and leave ou in the Storm. Thus paſſing along, 
he came to the Tower-Gate, where ſome reviled him in words and 
carriages, not only his Enemies, but his former intimate Priends, which 
he rather ſmiled than was troubled art. Near Holborn there came 
2 young woman to him, being very earneſt to ſpeak to him, which the 
Sheriffs Officers permitted ; all that ſhe told him ſhe had to ſay to him 
was this, That whatſoever he did, (he begged of hum to go on chear fully 
in ſo Glorious @ Canfe, Several ſpake to him ia the ſame manner, And 
though he mer with ſome Revilers in the way, yer the number of his 
Friends, and of fuch as bleſſed bim and the reft ia the Name of the 
Lord, far exceeded them. As he paſſed along, ſeveral times a Friend 
that accompanied him asked him how he did ? who told him, he was 
never better in all bc life, and that he grew ſtronger avid flironger 
every moment, And going up Holborn, Þein in diſcourſe with the 


ſame Friend, he wich a ſmiling countenance told him, That he evidently 
ſaw Jeſu Chriſt coming down the Hill to receive and imbrace hins ; 
4 that this bour: difficulty that be was now to go through, was not to 
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' bementioned with that Glory be was to enjoy. When he came tear 

' the place of Execution, the multitude of people increaſing, they conld 
not. bring the Sled near the Gallows, fo the Sheriff ordered that he 
- ſhould be breught on foor, which accordingly was performed, and a 
Cart Randing ready under the Gallows, he chearfully g0r.into it; before 
which ſome of his Friends took their leayes of him, he leaving this 
* word of Counſel with them, To truſt in that God that hath promiſed, 
: Never to leave nor forſake thoſe that ruſt in hin. - 

\ Being entred the Cart, the Executioner tyed his hands with black 
Ribbons, taking off bis Perriwig, and purring on his Cap, che Sheriff 
told him, hat he would permit him to fay any thing berween God and 
himſelf, bur nothiog in juſtification of: the AR z but he refuſed to,lay 
any thing cill Col. Okey came, which was immediatly after. 

Several reyiled him at the place of Execution, among the reſt the 
Lord — - bidding him (in a ſcofting way) Oood bnoy Barkftead, 
good buoy. To which, with a ſmile, he returned this Anſwer, Sir, you 
are no Gentleman bo triumph over a dying-man. | | 

Another thing obſervable was, That a Courcier by way of derifion 
told him, O Barkftead, you have got the Comforter, meaning 3 little 
Strongwater-bottle that he had in his hand : to which he replied, That 
bleſſed be God, he had a better Comforter than that, or elſe he ſhould 
not be able to ſtand there ſo chearfully as he did. 

To conclude, all his carriages and aRions were exceeding chearful, 
going through thoſe Difficulties he mer with, with an #ndawnted reſo- 
{ution, to the admiration and aftoniſhment of his Enemies, and the 

reat rejoycing of his Friends, who had before earneſtly beſought the 
ord to youchlafe his comforting and aflifling preſence to him. 


A Letter of Col. BarkFeads, ſent when he was beyond the Seas 
to a near Friend of his ia Lo»gor. 


My gear Friend, r 
k th->5 of the laft of April I received the twelfth of June, The 
frft fight of your hed onbing filled my eyes with ſuch floods of 


fears, that for ſome hours 1 could not recover my ſight to reade #t: 
yet at laſt to reading I went, but then every line, yea every word called 
back my tears, and ſo overwhelmed my affeftions, that I con!d not get 
thorow it till betweewone and two of the clock that night, though the 
refreſhing Comforts 1 found therein, and received thereby, I truſt will 
mever get tharow my heart, but have ever a place there while 


have 
my 


ab 


hk ah _—_ a & 
A Letzer of Chl. Barkleads, Ce, 
& being in this dying vein arg miſerable world, to which I difſure we way 
| _ bearts 4nd wr and dead, nd alive tnely to eur. Cod inand 
thorow car Lord and Saviour Jeſus .Clriff, New if we be martified «nd 
dead to the World then nothing in 111; W4rid con 11enl les; were alhihe 
Mount ains in the World thrown on a dead man they word nt trontle 
him becauſe be feels none of their weight. Chrii”s boxes were not breken 
on the Croſſe becauſe be was dead before, bit th e- bore; of the two Thieves 
were. Solet aflitiong and Troub.es find us with marrifitd and dead 
bears tothe World, and they will never. brask our toner. Nng mrgthe boxes 
of thoſe were broken which were alive. Our defires wil be bankging after 
the World, but ſarely cur buſineſſe is to labour after Foverry of Spirit, and 
4 the Lord hath by bis Wiſe and Over-1ruling Frovi dence emptied 4s of the 
Creature, and ſo ef thoſe empty ccmforts, we may labour 10 get exr hearts 
filed with the ſulm: fe of bim,an whoſe ſulneſs there is joy, and at whoſe rigl t 
band are pleaſures ſor ever- more, one drop of whoſe julneſs is worth ren 
thouſand Warlds, Ab, alas, alas, content doth not alwayes go c(0.thed in 
ſilk, neither is it the company of rich men «nd wowen. No, nog they, aud 
. they alone are the contented rich men «nd women in this World whoje de 
fires are ſatisfied, I mean whoſe deſires are ſati:fied in God, or whoſe dc- 
fires God ſatisfiesy ſuch a poor Soul locks 04 its preſent conditicn beſt be- 
cauſe God ſees it bejt. 1 connot bere but caſt a wee ping ez8 and « bleeding 
beart back on thoſe our wany deyes and years of mercy, the Lord was 
pleaſed to entruſt me With both in relation to my Soul, and Body, but I did 
wot bonour the God of my mercies, He gave me health but I abuſed it, 
#nd therefore the Lord brougbt and continued fickneſrs I negleGied thoſe. 
preciowOrdinances I didor might have enjcyed, & bekold theLord bath ca't 
we into a Wilderneſſe, where no water, nobreadi:3 4 neglefied the Core 
munion of the Saints, and bave beey 1 bad almoit ſaid ſtrut out from the fo- 
ciety of men, but more of that when IT ſee you; T neglified the ſecicty of the 
living, and bave been and am ſout up as among the dead; under theſe and 
many other conſiderations of tbe 1ikg nature bath the Lord been at work 
With my poor Soul in this my Wilderneſſe condition, the particulars if which 
weuld be tool irge @ volume for a letter, under all which, be wha is, who 
was, whois ts come, who is the choſen, faith/nl-and true, be even he bath 
ſaid, I will never, never, never /cave thee nor forſake the, ant bethat 
hath ſaid it is faithful and will uot lye, be caunct lye, News if I can truly 
ſay the Lord is mine, and I am bisg what care I if al the W.:rld ſorfake me? 
If the Lord takes away the World. and the things of the World, and friends 
of the World, and gives me bimſelf I bave eveugh. It was an excellent 
note in yeurs to me, God loves to the exd andthere is ne end of that love, the 
Weirld and the men of the World cannct do ſc, No, no, they are @ lyegthry 
_ b ere 
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are empty dying vanines, they are not while they ſeem to be nor what they 
' feem to be. Man, « buble, a vapour,a hhadew ol nthingzthen for riches they 
are 4s uncertain; riches take to themſ.lves wings and fly away Now if man 
& ricbes be thus uncertain notbings, what mujt their dependents be but leſs 
then notbing ? as honour, pleaſure, great things,yea great mer, all a ſha4- 
dow that makes no ſtay put poſs away, and immediately they are not, O 
6 #t not then below a rational Creature to lay out bimſel', bis precious time, 
bis firength, bis all upon ſach pittiful poor nothings ? but ſor a Chrijtian, a 
- child of God, an beir of Heaven to engage bis Soul in ſuch pitiful underling 
vanities, O let it not be, Hath the Lord broken our etÞute:, let us beg of him 
to break our bearts too for a broken eftate, and a who'e and a hard beart 
will never agree together, and there can be no content 3 But 0n the con 
Irary, a broken eſtate, and a broken beart doth very often bring much more 
content then the full enjoyment of the Greature. I bleſſe the Lord I canths- 
row Mercy ſeal tothis trutb in the Wilderneſs; Ab my Friend, my Friend, 
4 naked dying Chriſt is above and beyond all the bonourr, prefits, and plen« 
ſures of this World. An evenneſſe and Proportion between our hearts 
and our conditions brings content, bath God made onr effates low, let not 
as lift up our head above our conditior, for this will bring bitterneſs in the 
end; it is thorow the wiſe and over=ruling Provilence of Almighty that our 
- #ondition is for the preſent changed; now if we in our preſent condition 
deſire to ſerve the Counſel! of God in our cond. tion, it will certainly exceed- 
ingly tend toour advantage,” See what the Spirit of the Lord ſayes the 
54- of Iſaiab. 17. When thou poſe thorow the fire and thorow the water I 
will be with thee, ( and ſo on.) New if God be ours and we bis, be will be 
with us;and then what will barm us, what will or can our loſſe be or rather 
what will not our advantage be, that it is a gallant thriving time with the 
People of God with you, I much rej2yce and with you deſire tobleſt theLor4, 
for that tome is @n aſſured ſign that the Lord is at werk with them, and for 
them, an4 when he hath fitted bis people for me. cies, he will come, and will 
nt tarry; where be gives a returning heart, be is not far from healing thet 
heart, ſee the 2. Fer. 27. Return you back: fliding Children (the very next 
words ) and T will beal your back; ſlidings 3 and where the Lord comes to 
beal ſee how ready the Sou! isto cloſe with the Lord, For the following 
words (we come ) to whom (to thee) why ſo ? For ſaith they, thou art the 
- Lord cur God our buſineſſe is to get an aſſurance that the Lord is our God, 
and Salvation and deliverance is certainly near, or at leaif a ſutable fpi- 
15t to our preſent ccndition which is allone, My Friend, I doubt nor be« 
fore this you under(tand the reaſon of my not writing, I am not angry, I 
ſhall never bave more to do with anger as formerly; Nv the Lord hath 
made me thorow mercy ſenſible of that evil, yea of 15 great evil aud 6n 
therein, 
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therein, and therefore I truft that I ſhall never be angry mort, but withfin, 
which is and ought to be the onely objett of our anger; No no,it is @ 
#nd quiet Spirit that is mo ſutable for a Chriſtian at all times, but eſpe» 
cially at ſuch « tine as this, See Mat, 11 19. Learnof me ſaith Chrift, 
for I am meck and lowly. Meeckneſs ſignifies humility or ſweetneſs, it is 
the bridle of auger, it is the glory of a Chriffian, it graces his calling, it 
keeps the ſoul in @ continual peace, it makes all other graces ſhine, it ts @ 
grace that a Chriftian hath conftant uſe of, an4 ſo is of continual uſe in all - 
places an1 on all eccafions, but of exceeding uſe in this our day ; for that 
to @ bumble heart all croſſes are ſmall, becauſe it admires your leaſt mercy 
locking on it ſe!f as unworthy 0! it, ut is a convincing graces @ grace on 
which the Lord ſets a very high icegit brings reft 10 theSoul, and ſo makes 
elife comfortable, it keeps our heads and bearts lower then our conditi= 
84d ſo frees the Soul from being deſtitute 14 the world, it is very ſuſpi» 
vis of it ſelf and ſo willing to know the worſt of it ſeif, it bemoans and af» 
figs it ſelf and thinks better of others then of it ſelf, the 3 Col 12. As the 
Ele of God put on the bowels of meekneſs, loving-kindneſs and bumility, 
this muſt be 404e as the elefi of God.We read in Numbers, that the Neaze- 
rites as they were to drink no wine, ſo they were to drink no vinegar. Now 
a Nazarite was a Type of one ſet apart for God, ſuch are all believers 
whom God hath ſet apart for bimſelf, God expetis they ſh1nld drink no vi+ 
negarthat is theyſhould not be of froward, peeviſh,waſdiſh and ſuwr ſpirits; 
But on tbe conirary,of ſweet,meck an1 gentle ſpirits which is of great price 
brth withGod an4 man, and of great a4vantage to us both in relation'ws.our 
ſouls & Loies, Thave been the larger in this, having been here in ſpeakjn 
fro my own -_ O bad I had the acquaint ance with this grace formerly 
which the Lord hath been teaching me in the Wilderneſs I ſhould certain= 
ly have been more watchful of thoſe floods of paſſions then I was, I ſhould 
have known that nothing could be well dine in anger or paſſing I ſhould 
bave conſidered my own frailty, and laboured tol ave turned the fliream of 
my afſefions another way, I ſhould certainly bave ſet a higher price on the 
grace of meekneſs then I did, and bave made it more my buſineſs to beve 
been humb/ing my ſoul for what had been paſt, & been mind/ul of renewing 
my Covenant daily, and ther:by kept my peace withmy God, | muſt beg 
yeur pardon for giving you the trouble of ſs many ſcribed lines, on» 0. thine 
to me excells all I can write, but the excellency of the grace of meek: 5 :0- 
gether with the uſefulneſs of it at all tunes, but more _ at ſub s 
time as this z, -Indeed when I ſet pen to paper, I intended anoth-r ſubje#, 
but bating bad occaſion to make tryal of the nſefulnes of this Tranſcendent 
grace , I could not.paſs it by, but was enforced to preſent you  taſt of thoſe 
full drafts the Lord bath been Pouring forth into me even in the Wilderneſs 
| 2 : 


F 
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of 1he Hiilderxeſs, this.  ſhall-unridle to you bereafter, But if this grace 
of mecekyeſs be of ſatr anſcendent excellency and uſefulneſs, then how much 
eoth it. concern w t0!abour both to get-an4 keep it; which rhat we mey do, 
the fir/h and princip.l means is certainly to ſtudy the word more, and there- 
iu ofa more. full knowledge of God and Chriſt aud of our Jelves, Of our 
ſelves conſider what once-we were, what we mighthave been, and- whax 
#t.coft Chriſt to bring us 9ut of that.condition;@and what we would be if God. 
fhould:leave us to onr ſelves but for a verylittle- ſpace, in what condition 
ſaould we then certainlybe in one day. Let theſe andthe likg conſfideratie 
0u5 Cauſe ws td riſe and be doing, and to labour to get and keep our hearty 
in.aready frame and temper for every duty the Lord ſhall call ws forth te, 
either to do or ſufter, and not only ſo but to get our bearts in love with 1h 
duty';. love makes bard and difficult things light and eafy, and þ 
let us rot looſe our former encouragements, nor continue in the guilt of 
one ſin, but b: careful to preſerve all our former a vr to be ver 
careful to order the duties of our preſent condition and converſation, to be= 
ware of diſiurbing paſſions, and entertain all opportunities of enjoying 
communion with the Saints, let us be much inthe exerciſe of faith, and 
alwayes labouring after rength of grace, indeavouring as much as in us 
lies to. make all the wayes of Chriſt eafie,that ſo they may be delightful to us, 
and mben we have dons all 10 /eave the ſucceſſe and iſſue to the Lord, all 
whoſe wayes are even and none of them crooked or contraryont to the gtber, 
they certainly bring ſtrength and in all of them ther Fs good ſucceſs, for 
ther agraciovs ſoul bath all the paſſages of Gods Providence to belp him, 
they beiug eafes to the ſoul ſor that they eaſe the ſoul fromcaregyeg they 
make all other things eaſy, in the wayes of Chriit a gracious foul is alwayes 
receiving-its wages in its work, (Pſalm 130.) Thy people ate a willing 
people 11 the day of thy power ;the heart of. a Chriftian doth rendily embr ace 
Chriſt becauſe there is ſomething in a Chriſtians heart like Chriſt, and from 
benc et is that the wayes of the Lord become ſtrength tothe righteous, ir 
muſtneeds be eaſiry yeacven at that time whensthers may ok upon them 5 
majt rough, Zifult and hard ;. A-skilful Sailor-will make way to his de- 
fired. port with. a three quarter wind, yea if be have Sea>room he will lay 
- baldon ſame Tack or otber though the wind. blow dirtiily ag ainit hive; The 
waz from Egypt to Canaan was not long nor difficultgbut bebs!d through un- 
belief together with a murmuring and repining ſprite (The conflantH an1« 
Maids) what windings end turnings did they met with in the Wilderne, 
before they came $0Caneon; the ſame ſpirit is and-wiltbe at work, in every 
one. pf uigend if the Lord give us not ftrength ptenndath trouble us,o- 
thereſare. mewighttaks beed of wo 4. and confilter that a graci. 
9%. beert accounts bis duty bis. privile 


and the reaſontis becauſe the 
word 
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word that command! it it ſweet, and therefore it is; be woutd ratbir ce 
wider any other bur denthen caft off the Toke of Chriſt, ſor that 'this is to 
hins eafie ; Now if we will follow Chrift we muit not think of following the 
World, for that is at comimale 
World:are natural Enemies to th 
follow the World is a ſlighting of 'C 
axd his. $aints Ttis alſo below the excelletty of & Chriftiay, for the My- 
fteries of Godlineſs are above the riches of the Word, again ir puts the ſoul 
upon a necaſſivy of miſcarrying to folow rbeVorld, croſſts all our prayer, it 
binders ns [rom the receiving of go04 and deprives us of the god we bad 


brforts 


M 


with Chyiff; yew thoſe that follow the 
etves being at evini'y with Gott; To 
#t, by leaving the example” of Chrift | 


But Inmſt abruptly break «ff and take niy 
leave of you; I am Tours ]. B. 


Another Letterof Col. Barkfteads written t9 Chriſtian 
Friend in London. 


Y Dear Friend, I am very, ſenſible of my great negle& of, 
char duty which'is" incumbent upon me, to you-wardin- 


theRelation ] ftand'to you,that I hadnoc long Hefore this given: 
yon an Arcount how it hath been with me, and what the Lord- 
hath done for me his poor unworthy fervant fiace I laſt ſaw, 
youwy that 1 have been a Scranger in a+ ffrange Land I need nor. 
cell you, -I am perſwaded you will judge favourably of me cill, 
you underſtand how it hath pleaſed theLord to deal wich me. , 
The truth is, 
Dove'that Neah' 
ſer the Teal of her foor on, thus hath it been for ſome monechs', - 
with-me, forhat 1 could note with any conveniency {becauſe of . 
thoſe that bear en evil will to Zim) write to you ; but my,Deax 
Friend though 1 have been abſent from youin the body, yer 1 
can ſay truly [ have not been ſo in my Spirit ; the Lord, knows 
how my SouF hath both night and day longed after you andall;, 
the reſt of my Chriſtian Friends in Chrift'Jeſus, and in all my 
approaches to the Throne of Grace I have made it my earnett 
requeſt eo the Lord Jeſus Chriſt that the Father of all glory 
would giveunto you more and more the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Revelacion-in the knowledge of Chrift ; And that 
walk worthy of che Lord unto all wel 


all 


condition int ſome reſpe&- may reſemble the, 
tr out of the Ark that could find no place to., 


lealing, being 


works, increafing in the blefſed knowledge of ourGgd, , 


andthart you mey be'filked with all the love of God to his g 
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and youreverlaſting comfort, I know you are ignorant why 1 
left my Native Country, and all that was near and dear unto me 
in chis world, but which is moſt of all che roms! Goſpel of our © 
Lord Jeſus Chritt, and che communion of his peaple, a lofſ: of 
loſſes, not to be made up bur in Chriſt, and in him alone: and 
therefore my dear Friend, though now you enjoy the light, yet 
you do not know how ſoon it may be taken from you or you 
from it, it is and ſhall be my continual prayers that it may not 
be, for it is indeed the Judgement of all Judgements. The Lord 
God pardon unto me in the blood of our Lord Jeſus Chrift thar 
great negleCt of ic whereof I was guilty while I was with youzthar 
Idid not improve it more to the comfort of my own ſoul. O1 
my Dear Friend, did you but ſee and hear that which [ have ſeen 
and heard in my Travels,eſpecially among thote that profeſs Po- 
pery, it would make your heares cotremble, that blaſpheming 
the Bleſſed Name of the Lord, all manner of wickednels, the ' 
horrid prophanation of the Lords day, and other abominations; 
and Oh that I could have ſaid that I had nor ſeen and heard roo 
much of the ſame, even among thoſe thac term themſelves of the 
Reformed Religion. Alas, alas, the beft of what they enjoy 
here, is but as the bran tothe wheat in compariſon to what the 
Lord hath beſtowed on you, and therefore beſeech you prize 
the Goſpel more and more, and thoſe Godly Miniſters chat it 
hath pleaſed che Lord coſend among you, forthe Lord hath not 
done for other people as he hath Jone for you ; I am verily per- 
 ſwaded itis one great cauſe among many others that the Lord 
hath dealt ſo ſeverely wich his own people, as to give them up 
into the hands of his and their enemies, bach been the (l;ghting, 
deſpifing, contemning and undervaluing the precious Goſpel 
ad the faithfulMiniſters of Jeſus Chrift; che Lord in.great mercy 
don it not only co his own people bur to the whole Netion, 
.xf it be his bleſſed will, thao they may yet know the chi# gs rhar 
concerns the glory of God and their own everlaſting  -it before 
they be hid from their eyes; Oh the precious Jewel ot th: Goſ- 
pel co which all che other enjoymeats even the quireſſznce of 
whatever chis world can afford are not ro be compaced. What 
is therein this baſe wo:1d bur vanity of vagities? what is there 
in great men orgreat things, a ſparkle of fire, or 8 ſtorm at Sea; 
or a treacherous Friend brings all conothing, js a momeat ? As 
we have ſeen by ſad experience, every day do'witneſs the Truth 
&f its Therefore ſaith the Apoſtle love wot thy/World, nt the things 


of 
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of the World, a little grace is worth ten thouſand worlds 3 It was 


-a.notsble ſaying of chac worthy Marqueſs, that he was nor 


worthy of Chrift that would not give the whole World for one 

es Communion with him, Oh icis a good thing to have 
'@ heart \«ſtabliſhed in grace, it is good in times of pro- 
(pericy,it is goodn dayes of adverlity; Oh it is good in ſuch a 
To as this, when one wave comes on the neck of another,yet the 
Lord even then remembers choſe, whowhe hath promiſed he will 
never leave nor forſake, yea though their troubles be many, yer 
the Lord will deliver them out ofall in his blefſed time, for all 
things ſhall certainly williſk for the glory of God and the good of 
bis own people. And now my Dear Friend, do I moſt humbly . 


| begin the Name of the Lord Jeſus the continuance of your 


Prayers to the Lord for me, that he would be pleaſed to give me 
more and more of his Holy Spirit, that while he is pleaſed togive 
a being inthe Land of the living, I mayin ſome meaſure , 
anſwerablecorthe many unexpe&ed mercies he hath beſtowed on 
me his poor and unworthy Servant, borh in relation tomy ſoul 
and body, and that too fince I came into a ſtrange land, and 
truly as 1 want a heart tobethankful to the Lord, ſol want ex- 
preflions to let you know it 3 I ſhall onely at preſent ſay it 
was good for me that I have been Aﬀiifted,-and if the Lord 
ives me life 1 ſhall not fail to let you know the goodneſs of the 
o_ tome in this day of my greateſt of troubles which have not 
beena few. And at I humby defireyour Prayers for me, fo go 
I alſo beg your thanks to the Lord for me, who hath been fo 
gracious co me every way. And oh that now,with a chearful 
heartI might honourthe Lord in this day of very great troubles, 
and that I mightbe very humble and thankful, and be firtedto 
live, or to dye as the Lord (hall be pleaſed co call me 
forth. Thar which lyech with ſome waite on my Spiric 
is not ſo much the lofle of theſe outward things ( for I 
praiſe the Lord he hath carried me in ſome meaſure above 
chem) but that 1 ſhould fin againſt ſo bleſſed a God and loving « 
Father as 1 have done, and that ] ſhould with many of his own 
People provoke the Lord to give up ſo many of his People ſo far 
into the hands of his and their enemies as he hath done at this 
day; would an ordinary chaftiſemenc have prevailed, certainly 
the common Enemy had not had their will over themz the good 
Lord ſanRifie his preſent hand of affi-ion to all his moreand . 
more; and oh that now in this day of hisEafſt wind he would be 
s p'caſed 
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Pleaſed for his Name ſake:to fayhis rough wind, end that chet 
may be che fruic co purge chem from cheir fin,and thathisPes- 
ple.nvy yet'live co praife him in thegreat Congregation, arid 
there to declare the goodnels of the Lord to theth in the eime of 
| _ afti;&tion, and to ſay ic was govd for them they were offti- 
And oh my dear Friend, I do #gain beg your prayers, for 'F 
am very ſenhble I am at preſent bur as « brand pul'd our of che 
fire, and am very confident ir is for the ſakes of the Lords Peo- 
ple that I am alive ac this day ; The Lard grant that while1 live 
I may live to che glory of his moſt hotfMame,1 hope you will ex- 
cule me for being ſotedious to you, [ ſhall therefore no further 
trouble you, but only preſent my AuereſpeRs to you,and all the 
reſt of my Chriftian Friends, wiſhing you from my ſoul all good 
here, and glory hereafter in that World which is to come. And 
now the God of all praiſe that brought again from the Yead 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift the great Shepherd of his Sheep, through 
the blood ofthe Everlaſting Covenant, make you perfeCt iti eve» 
ry good work, and workin you that which is wel-plealing in his 
4ighc, through Jeſus Chrift, wits | 
I am your loving friend in the Goſpel of our Lord ns 


- 
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Another Letter written by Col. BarkſRtead to & deer Friend. 
Ndeared at endearing Friend, Thine of the fonrth inftant 
] came to my+hands, which I bleſfe the Lord was as feaſonable 
as welcom, and as welcom as feaſonablez it was to'me as Ap- 
ples of Gold'in P Aures of Silver, very Pleefant and Peantiful. 
" Dear Friend, I being now a cloſe Priſoner in the Tower, in 
one of the (as they conceive ) meaneſt and (ecureft Priſon lodg- 
ings, in which when it rains I have - co fit dry but in a 
high window, being attended with a Life-guard of two Woar- 
ders and two. Souldiers day and night, and denied the uſe 
of Pen, Ink and Paper; fothat what I write is fo by ſtealth, and 
thac ſa by bits, that 1 am fore't ſometimes before | have wric 
ewo lines to tear what I have written, and with much crouble to 
ſecure my Paper, ink and yen; bnt yer 1 have adventured on a 
line or two to yorgtoler you know that 1 received your welcem 
Letter, every line of which was being filled with chat ſpirit in-& 
by which wy {cul Eath becn cthicvgh free mercy torn up byto 
- this very 


tA Letter of Col. Barkficad's to & dear Friend, - 
very moment, far beyond and above what I am here able to expres ; 


* Oh he infinir and Ecernal Riches of the free Grace of our good God, 


in and through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, co poor unwerthy creatures ! ir 

is he, and he alone that hath and doth make hard things, cafie, ſoft and 

pleaſanc, bicter things ſweer,crooked & rough ways plain and pleaſant ; 

this hath (through mercy) been his way towards me, unworthy man ; 

fince I became mans bond-man He,even he alone, out of che free riches 

of his never-failing Mercie in Jeſus Chriſt, hath made me his free-man, 

He hath ſet my feet in large and freſh paſtares, He hath not only taken 

out the blots and blurs that my fins have made in my old Eyidences, 

fince the old Record and Afurance I had many years of his Eternal 

and Everlaſting Love to my poor ſoul in Jeſus Chrift, bur he even fince 

I came within this my Palace (for fo I can truly and cheartully call it) 

I ſay, through the free Grace He hath not onely cleared up my old 
Aflurance, bur hath alſo given me fair new Copies, together with tuch 
Ialargements, that are unurterable. In the Deeps I cryed, when and 
Where none could hear but He,and He alone, who heard and anſwered, 
bleſſed be his Name : When my heart and my firength failed, He then 
heard, fo that as a return of prayer, yea, of yours aad the People of the 
Lord, together with the breathing of his owa Spirit in the hearts of his 
People here, He hath made ſuch gracious and full returas,, that 1 
(through mercy) can ſay from the firlt of my being in bonds, norwith- 
Randing the weakneſs of my body, and prelent want of health chrough 
extream Colds, yet the Dungeon, Chains, Bolts and Manacles have 
not had the lealt of hardneſs in chem ; no, I mult a Fogrin; through 
free Grace, the Lord hath not only made them cafie, but pleaſant, yea 
kickiags and bufferings, when in Irons, by ſome of Downing*s meg, yet 
the Lord firengthened me, Pray miltake me-not, I do not write this, 
as having here any thing to boaſt of from my ſelf, or from any ſtrengeh 
of mine ; no, no, I have not been without my bufferings, chough in 
them the Lord hath been wonderful gracious co me, and he hath made 
me a very great gainer by them. Three times ſince I came into this 
Room or Palace, Satan, who may be truly faid to go abour like a roar- 
ing Lion ſeeking whom he may devour, waiting his opportunity, I ha- 
ving been for a very very little ſpace drawn off my Our-Senrinels, and 
begining to hold a Parly with Sence,and reaſon with fleſh and blood,to 
look backward and forward,on the right and left hand,in which work 
I do noc remember I exceeded above half an hour, bur I perceived 
a general diſcompoſure and unſertlement in all my former ſettlements, 
and immediately found Satag with a full Body ready to ſurprize my 
@ | C __. Main. 
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A Letter of Col. Barkfiead's to 4 dear Friend, | 
Maia-guards; but the Lord was merciful, and-made good his Promiſe 
to me, He in the inflant of time came in and ſhewed me where my * 
weakneſs lay, and where my lirengeh ; I cryed out-to Him, as a ra- 
viſhed Damoſel, He heard and fircongthened me with Rrength in my 


' ſoul; bleſſed, O blefled be for ever his molt grear and glorious Name. 


My dear Friend, 1 hint theſe things only to ler you know how ſea- 
ſonable (through mercy) the Lord hath made me, and doth keep me 
off my own weakneſs, and nothingnels, and unworthineſs, indeed 
I dare nor be oft the Watch; or from going-che Rounds, to ſee if all the 
Sentinels be watchful every moment ; / do now yery well underſtand 
chat Command, Pray alwajes, Pray continually; watch and «pray, 

ray and-watch, are and mult be a Chriltians conſtant, and contiqual, 
and unſeparable Companions, at all times, and 1n all places, 

Now that the Lord hath thus far anſwered the prayers of his Peo- 
ple, what / ſhall be able co undergo the next hour { know not, # 
therefore do heartily again and again beg, that you would with me 
continually be blefling and praiſing the Lord for thoſe bleſſed Recurns 
he bath hicherco made to your former Prayers, and lay them before 


you as encouragements, and ſpread them before the Lord as Argu- 


ments for his hearing your Prayers, for the furure, for what is yet to 
come ; for, though / can fay, the Dungeon, Bolts, Chains and Mana- 
cles, with kickings and bufferings, have been nothing, and therefore 
can comfortably and confidencly defire the People of the Lord got to 
fear any of them, but to fear fin only, for that the leaſt fin hath more 
terror in it than the greate(i evil or trouble that can befall. a Child of 
God here ; therefore fear, O fear (in, 7 fay : 7 do not know what a 
Sled, a Gibbet, a Halter, Ax, or Kaife are, 7 have often ſer them be- 
fore me, and have been often going up the Ladder to ſee if they would 
rerrifie me, but bleſſed be the Lord chity have not hitherto given me 
the leaſt diſturbance ; no, no, in all chat is paſt / could never yer ſuffer 
ſo much as ſuch a wiſh to paſs through my thoughts , Oh that / had 
not been engaged in this thing, or chat Z had before x648 deferted this 
Cauſe ; no, the Lord would not to this day ſuffer ſuch a thought to 
paſs through my thoughts, much leſs through my heart ; no, 7 have 
over and over gone through the Cauſe from firſt to laſt, even from the 
Blood of ochel to Trelands Mallacres, the Blood of Scotland, and 
the Blood of both the Wars in England. 

My dear Friend, and reconciled Friends on the beſt account, / muſt 
= leave you,earneftly begging the conſtant continuance of yours 
nd the People of the Lord's Prayers,with and for me, that as he m 
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A Lette? of Col. Barkfiead's to 4 dear Friend, S 
fo would continue to _ and bear up the ſpirit of his ufiworthy 
Creature, and in thoſe few dayes, or hours, he hath yer to remain on 
this fide Ecernity, he may neither do nor ſpeak any thing, wherein or 
whereby he ſhould in the lealt diſhonour God, grieve the Spiric of Je- 
ſus Chrilt, or give the leaſt crouble to any of the meaneſt of the Saiars, 
or deſert that Glorious Cauſe, that the Lord doth and will own, and 
will raiſe up at his appointed time, in defpice of all che Devils in Hell, 
and all the Kings, Princes and Great-men of the Earth, whoſe fleſh 
mult become meat to the fowls of the Air, and their Carcaſſes dung 
ro the Earth , for, the Kingdoms of the Earth, or of this world, are ts 
become the Kingdoms of our Lord, aud of his Chriſt, and he ſhall 
reign for ever, and ever, | 

This from your truly reconciled Friend, 


Praiſe and pray, pray and praiſe, and aboye all watch unto prayer ; 
pray alwayes, and watch contiaually, . 


— — Cc 


Several occaſional Paſſages, Speeches and Letters of Col. John Okey, 
daring the time of hu Impriſonment in the Tower, till the day of 
his Suffering. 


N Wedneſday the 16th of April 1662, being the day that Col. 
Barkftead, Col.Okey, and Mr. Corbet had Sentence paſſed upon 

them at the Kings-Bench Bar, after which a Friead went to viſit Col, 
Okey, and found him in a ſweet and bleſſed frame of ſpiritand very 
chearful, not in the lealt under any diſcouragement , but acquainted 
the faid Friend that they had been up at Weftminſter, and that Sentence 
was given againſt them ; and declared he was not in the leaft dil- 
quieted at it, bur thankfully owned the Providence of God in bringing 
them from the place where they were beyond Sea,to their preſent con- 
dition, wherein he profefied himſelf co be much fatisfied,and declared 
he bad rather lay dows his Life here, chan to have been buried in ano- 
ther Nation ; and expreſſed furcher, that for what he was charged 
withal,and condemned, he had not the lea(t crouble upon his ſpirit. He 
alſo told this Friend, that he deſired to bleſs God tor the Prayers of the 
Lord's People, for he found che benefic and advantage'of them in this 
time of his Tryal, And with much chearfulneſs of ſpirit afterwards he 
did bleſs che Lord for his Goodneſs to him, declaring he had got more 
benefic and adyantage in the time of theſe his troubles, than io many 
C 2 years 


Some occafional Paſſages of Col. John Okey. 

years before, and one day eſpecially ſince his coming into the Tower, 
he ſaid, he was reading ſome. verſes 1n the 16th chapter of John, and 
the Lord did fo fer home upon his ſpirit, ver. 26, 27. eſpecially that 
word, [The Father himſelf loveth yew] that he was ſo much retreſhed 
in his 1toul, that for an hour together he was as it were raviſhed with 
the Joy of the Lord ; the fight of which was much comfort to his dear 

Wite, and did much refreſh and chear her ſpiric, | 
And upon Friday,the day before his Suffering, ſeveral Friends went 
unto him abour one of the clock, and were with him ſome hours; he 
\ ſeveral times ſpake to them, ſaying, Well, Friends, I ſhall now get to 
Heaven before you, and ſhall go owt of a ſinful evil world, into that 
place where I ſhall ſin no more, nor ſorrow any mor#; I bleſs the Lord 
he s good to me in all his diſpenſations,and I could not have been with- 
ont any of theſe affliftions, T hen he mentioned divers choice places of 
Scriprure, as 2 Cor.4, 8, 9, and the 17 verſe, explaining the words to 
tweet advantage : As for afflictions (aid he) they are but ſlight ard 
momentary, and that they work to glory, yea an exceeding, yea, a far 
more exceeding and eterral weight of glory : And much ſirengthening 
himſelf with the Promiſes of God, It, + 43+ 1, 2, upon Which Scrip- 


ture he did thus deſcant; Though Jacob was but a worm, and (> 


trodden upon by every one, yet the Loxd would be with bim, and (o 
with all bis Saints and People in their ſuſferings. He infiſted allo upon 
that Scripture, Heb. x3. 5, 6, together with many others which were 
proper to his condition, and the Lord was pleaſed to make eyery one 
of them a (irengthening cordial co him, 

The next day, being the day of Execution, ſeyeral Friends went again 
to Col.Okey by fix of the clock in the morning, where they found him 
ready dreſſed, and with a ſweet chearful ſpirit bid them welcome. 
They asked him how he did ? he ſaid, Never better in his life, and had 
found the benefic of prayers, and it had been a ſweet night unto him, 
being ſweetly refreſhed , which alſo did much appear by his chearful 
and freſh countenance ; for it was obſerved that he never looked ber. 
rer in all his dayes, He declared he had much quietneſs in his ſpirit, 
and ſaid, As for the loſs of his Eftate ic did qot in the leaft trouble him, 
Then a Friend hinted to him,the parting with his Wife and Relations : 
he anſwered, ſhe had been a very tender Wife to him, and had expret 
her abuadaat love and tendernefs in this his diſtreſs ; but he was not 
in the Jeaſt troubled ac their parting, being aſſured the Lord would be 
better to her, than he could be ; And alſo ſaid, that though his Wife ,, 
had loſt much fagce ſhe knew him, as to outwards, yet ſhe had oe 

| much, 
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Some occaſional Paſſages of Col. John Okey. 
much, 2s to the better coricernments (for ſo his Wife had declared un- 
ro him ) which doubtleſs, well conſidered, will, out. weigh all other 
lofles, Some of theſe Friends ſpent ſome time in prayer with bim, alſs 
the Colonel.himſelf went to prayer, and the Lord appeared very much 
in carrying forth his ſpirit ro own his hand, and to fee his goodneſs in 
' all his diſpenſations, and to implore further afliftance : and berween 
the cimes of prayer, they had much ſweet conference with him; in all 
which he manifeſted a very gracious and holy frame of ſpirit, and of+- 
ten declared with great chearfulneſs, that he was ready to be offered 
up. He was heard often to ask, whether his Chariot was'yert come 
or no? and ſome Friends told him, Well, now the time draws nigh ; 
who anſwered, 1 am ready, 1 am ready. Then camethe Order for his 
going to the Sled, upon which he went with all chearfulneſs, and fo 
went forward with undaunted courage to meer Death in the face, like 
a Chriſtian Souldier indeed ; who, through the Lord's affiſtance, pre- 
{ently obtained more than a Conqueſt over all his Enemies. 

As he was in the Sled, and drew near to the place of Execution, a 
Friend came to him and faid, Sir, I have a great defire to know how 
ic is with you, and how the Lord is pleaſed ro manifelt himſelf unto 
you in the condition you are now In, 

The Colonel replyed, Friend I thank you} I bleſs the Lord I have: 
oreat cauſe to praiſe and magnific his great and glorious Name, for his 
unſpeakable goodneſs. rowards me, elpecially in this preſent diſpenſa. 
tion ; for I can truly ſay, and that by experience, that the Goodneſs of 
the Lord endures for ever , and praiſed be God for this'preſent tryal. 

The ſame Friend further replyed and faid, I pray, Sir, are you not 
at all dejeRted in your ſpirits ? are you not caft down in your mind ? 
have you not hard thoughts of God for this his ſtrange providence to- 
wardsyou? The Colonel replyed, Friend, I ſhall endeavour to fa- 
tisfie you as well as I can in this matter : and I ler you know that I 
have not the leaſt crouble upon my heart, nor the lealt burden upon 
my ſpirit upon the account of my Sufferings, neither have I any hard 
thoughts of God : but, on the contrary, can ſpeak to the praiſe of his 
Grace, that his Goodneſs hath carried me forth above the fear of all 
theſe things. And (my Friend)-let-me tell you further, That I have 
had more experience of God, and more acquaintance with God, with- 
in theſe three or four dayes, than ever I had'in all my life ; and at this 
preſent Iam ſo far from being dejeted or calt down in my ſpirits, as 
that I am ſo much elevated and lifted up in my foul, that I am got able 
to tell you how it'is with me. ' 
pa as And 


A Letter from Col. John Okey, to be communicated 
And when he was ready to riſe out of the Sled, another Friend came 
to him, and asked him how he did ? To whom he anſwered, 7 ble(3 
the Lord, 1 am very well, and do no more value what I am row goin 
about than this ſtraw (taking up a piece of a ſtraw in his hand) 7 have 
(layes he ) made many a Charge in ny time, but now 1 have but one 
Charge more to maks, and then I ſhall be at reſt. | 
Here followeth two Letters of his, to two of his old faithful Friends, 
eminent pevſons in the City of London, 


2A Letter from Col. John Okey, direfted to a Relation of his, to be 
by him communicated ts ſome Chriſtian Friends of hu acquain- 

tance about the City of London. 

SFR, 
Aving a lictle time in this place, before I am removed to New. 
gate ( where lam to go as I am informed) I thought good to 
give you ſome account how it is with me concerning my better part, I 
bleſs the Lord I never found ſo much ſpiritual joy tome years before, 
as I have in Priſon ; it is according as the Apoſile ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 1. 3, 
4, F- And therefore let the People of God not fear a Priſon, or to 
ſuffer in the Cauſe of God, I ſhall give you a touch but of three 
things, viz. 

I. How it is with me in my ſpiritual condition, 

2, I ſhall ſpeak ſomething of the Cauſe, for which I ſuffer the loſs 
of all things which are near and dear unto me in this evil world, 

3- In che laft place, What a Mercy it 15 when the Lord is pleaſed 
to call forth a creature to ſuffer for the Truths of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in ſuch a day as this is, I believe you have heard theſe from ſome 
other of the Seryants of the Lord , that have gone before, in whole 
diſhes ; but you are like to have them in a broken diſh, and bur a few 
ſcraps, in compariſon to that great feaft you haye had before from them 
that are now with the Lord. Our Afflitions fanRified, are good Cor- 
dials to the ſoul ; and therefore it is no marvel that David laid, It #& 
good for me that 1 have been affiifted, And,as one obſervech and faith 
well, a Priſon being the place where, wanting other Books, a man 
way there beſt ftudy che Book of the knowledge of himſe}t, being ſepa. 
rated from all bufineſs, bur praying and praifing the Lord God in Chriſt 
- by the Spirits affiftance, And fince I have, by the help of the Lord, 
looked in ſome meaſure into my heart, I could not have chought there 
had been fo much ignorance and impatience, pride, inordinate affefion 
. to creature=-comforts, reyenge, difidence-of God, ſelf-loye, and ini- 
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to ſome Friends about the City of London: Ps. 
quity of all kinds in me, as 1 now find there is ; and although the Lord 
in great mercy hath kept me,by his mighty power and reſtraining grace, 
from = qe 1ns, as Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Lying, Unclean- 
neſs, and hating of his _ yet 1 find a maſs of corruption in me, 
and 4 mulcitude of tranſgreſſions, ſo that my fins are as the hairs of my 
head, which cannot be numbred for the multitude of them ;and all this 
darkneſs and filchineſs of ſpirit is only diſcovered by the light of Chtift 
By his lowlineſs in waſhing the Apoliles feer, 1 fee the height of pride 
in my own ſpirit, and want of condeſcention when I was in proſperity, 
and my unfruitfulneſs under the means of Grace, and little good 1 did 
when I had an opportunity thereunto : and therefore I adore and ac- 
knowledge the Juſtice of God, that he hath moſt righteouſly deprived 
me of my Liberty and Efate ; truly,now Iam thereby brought nearer 
tro Chriſt, whereby I find ( chrough Grace ) that Chrift is become 
very precious to me, And more to be defired than Gold, yea, than fine 1 P 
Gold ; and ſweeter than the Honey, or the Honey-comb, And this I 247 
can ſay ( through — I do defire to love the good Word of the 
Lord before my appointed food ; I have begged of the Lord that he 
would enable me more and more, that I may lay open before him all 
my fins kaown or unknown, and to loath my ſelf for them, and that 
not.only for the ſhame which fin bringeth, but rather becauſe I ſhould 
fin againft ſo good « God, and loving Father in Chriſt Jeſus, -as I have 
done; and eſpecially for my aQtual known fins, commicted againſt ſo 
much Love, Light, Promiſes and Covenants from a gracious God, thar 
wil not deſtroy me for all my abominauons : bleſſed be his boly Name 
for ever, and fos ever, I delxe continually to go out of my ſelf, and 
to rely on the Righteouſneſs of che Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who only is the 
Fountain of Life, and in bis Light we ſhall ſee light, Oh! what 
Merey is it, that the Lord ſbeuld be pleaſed out of his great Love and 
Compaſſion, to calt the mantle of his free Grace upon ſucha poor worm 
as I am, and that he had not left me to the wickedneſs of my own 
heart, as he bath left choulands chat do live in pleaſure and yanity, and 
ſo are dead while they live. 

Now the good Lord grant, that as he hath done for me more than 
he hach done for many thouſands, fo I may love Him more than man 
thouſands do, that T may yet live and die for the Glory of his holy 
Name, and that the few hours 1 have to live, I may wholly ſpend to 
the praiſe of God, I humbly defie to bleſs the Lord that hath made 
me willing to live or die, as may be moſt for his Glory, and the Good 
of his People: for I can ſay, [through Chiiſt that ftrengthens me, 1 
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4 — A Letter from Col, John-Okey, to he.communicated 
can do all things in ſome meaſure, and have learned how towant, and 
bow 10 abornd , and can ay, to live i Chriſt, and to die js gain ; 
praiſed be the Lord that hath made my heart fit in ſome gaoghmeaſure 
for the work Which he hath called me unto ; and,as I hear, fy depar- 
cure is at hand, {5 through the Lord's rich Grace and free Mercy to. 
| me his poor unworthy Servant, I am willing to be offered up ; and if 
I be'oftered upon the Sacrifice of your Faith,” I joy and much rejoyce 
thereia. . 

I hope by the continual Prayers of you and the reſt of the People 
of the Lord, he that hath begun chat good work in me, will carry ic on 
till che coming of the Loxd Telus. Whea I look upon my elf, then: I 
have caule to fear and tremble, for my firength is as weak as water ; 
bur when I look to the Lord Jeſus, then am I rong, for he hath pro- 
miled, He will never leave nor forſake me, nor all thoſe chat trult ia 
Him, And I know, chat through the Lord I ſhall do thoſe things that 
may tend rothe praiſe of his great Name in this evil day ; ard I hope 
by his Grace to honour Him more by oy Death, chan in all my Life 
before : for indeed, aJthough I had a defire in the day of liberty 49 do 
that which was molt for the glory of God agd the good of his People, 
and on that account I did not think my Life, nor any thing I had, near 
or dear to me, and caa ſay, I do belicye no man did more rejoycingly 
go to lay down his Life than Idid ; yet I was accompanied with ſo 
ma?y failings in my beſt doings, that I have cauſe to be aſhamed and 
humbled for the belt of all my ſervices that ever I have performed ; 
and praiſed be his holy Name, alchough 7 have nothing in my ſelf to 
glory in, yet in Chrili Jeſus / can and will rejoyce ; giving thank to 
the Father of our Lord Jeſu, who hath made me meet to be partaker 
of the Inheritance of the Saints in light, and for his unſpeakable love 
to me in the Lord Jeſus: for, being juſtified by Faith, 1 have peace 
with our bleſſed God, through cewur Lord Jeſw Chriſt ; to whom be 
praiſe and gloty, both now and for eyermore, 

And now a word cencerning the Cawſe, for which 7 am to ſuffer 
all chat is near and dear unto me. 7 ſhall, as before the Lord { who 
only knoweth the hearts and choughts of all, mes ) tell you my Faith. 
[ do belieye at long-run there is nor a man, that fears the Lord, will 
have any reaſon to be ſorrowful for engaging in that Good Old Cauſe, 
which 7 am now to ſeal with my Blood again, as / have mary a time 
done; / am ſatisfied in my ſoul, that it is a moſt juft and gloriow 
* Cauſe as hathrbeen in many years aſſerted ; and alchough the Lord 
hath been pleaſed for che fins of his People, and for a great judgment 

to 
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to the wicked of the three Natjons, 'to leriir-be, in reſpeR ofthe Conſe, | 
| dog un ſecting for a nighe, yer ie will Oe cif he 


ierung iQ 

next motgige very geriouly, though now ic be never ſo much reproa- 
ched by icked of chis day, And when Ldie, 1 ſhall die 19 the 
Faith chereof, ' And that molt of the Reformed Churches! in the world, 
by report, are all of that mind,.. and I. my ſelf - haye heard the fame. 
from many among chem where I have been abroad,” 1 bleſs the Lord 
I haye no guilc upon me 1a :tterence to that Cauſe; if / had / would | 
let you koow it. And although many objet againſt me chat place, Ler 1 Peb. 
none of you ſuffer as 4 Murderer ; yer I cannot, after much ſeeking # *3 
the Lerd, be convinced that I am juch'a ove, And in caſe anydid it, _. 
out of baſe ends of their pwn, I praiſe the. Lord I had hone, but look-- 
ing at the Glory of God, and the Good of his peor People in what 1 did 
and I bleſs the Lord I find the comfort of it at this day... And for the 
Canſe, I ſhall ſay no more of it, than what the Parents ſaid. to the Pha» 
riſees, When they asked them if that were their ſon ? theyxold them 
he was of age, he ſhowld ſpeak, far himſelf. So 1 ay, this Cauſe bath 
ſpoken in molt parts of the, Chriftiag Warld, and will (peak more when 
we are dead, "when the Fowls baye eatea of our-vile Bodies, that are 
to be ſer up on the Gates of the City. 

I ſhall only add « word to the People of the Lord, to comfort them 
againſt ſufferings for che Cauſe of Gol z for it is a-molt glorious thicg 
and honourable, and therefore fajth the Apoſtle Famer, Count it all 
Joy when ye fall into dryers Temptations, And to the Apolile Paxl, Roms, 
We. glory in Tribulation. Allo thelike in Phil, 1. 28, 29. Toyowis 
i given in the behalf of { hrift, not only to believe in bim, but alſo to 
ſuffer for bu ſakes. And lo again the Apoſileſayes, Bleſſed i the man Jam. 
that endureth Temptation : for when p « tried, be ſhall receiywe a 12+ 
Crown of life, So the Apoltle Paul rejoyced in-his Sfirnetties, Re- 2 C 
proaches, Neceſſities, in, Perſecutions, i» Diftreſſesr, And be pro- 1 3.16 
feſſes himſelf to be ready, not only to be bownd, but to dye at Jeruſalem At. 
for the Name of the Lord Jeſu. I3. 

Further, I is the duty of. Saincs to ſuffer, as the Apolile ſpeaks, He - 
that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſu, muſt ſuffer Perſecution, Weare *y 
alſo comgganded, not to fear their fears, nor to be terrified by any 3- "y 
thing that evil men can do againſt us, but ſuffer as good Souldiers of 
Chriſt Jeſws. We are likewiſe to rejojce, in 44 much 44 we art Par x Pet. 
tabers of Chriſts Sufferings, that when bu glory ſhall be'revealed, we 4+ 13 
way rejojce With exaceding joy. . And as it brings peace to 2 man's * 
oOWn foul, lo it rejoyceh. the hoon of che Saigts ; tor, faith-the As 
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A Lett# frow Col. ohift © , tobe comminleated 
polite, }P 1794; of 56 Pavid fuft rithe Lord” And Herelork (Rear Bre- | 
rife) fear n6f\t-of | things "far he Devil ſhall caff ( ” [ Jer. 
into Priſe, 41d jew ſhall have” Tribulit ion for ten rag FEy 
ful to the death, and you ſhall receive a Crown of life, (Oh my dear 
Friends) it is-berter to fall with (rift than'to fland with Ceſar t ler 
us be willing to follow our Captain the: Lord Jefus, whs is gone be- 
fore, as allo the bleſſed Saints atnd Mattyrs of Chriff; '' © © 
3 We uſe to ſay, He is not worthy the name of ' 4 Souldier that will 
#10 follow his Leader. Let us then follow Chriſt the Caprain of our 
'» Salvation, who hath faid to us,' Fear rot him that can but kill the 
body, and tan do no more. Oh levy, T pray Jou, fear the Lord, 'and 
take heed of all ſin ; for Jet metellfyou;'rhere i more evil inthe leaſt 
fin, than there is good in any thing this baſe world can afford : And al- 
chough here we may ſufter, and be condemned of men as evil-doers, 
(as our Lord Jeſus, and was called Bee/zrbab, and the like) yer this 
will be our cotmfort, that although men do condemn us, the Lord doth 
acquit us. You know what: Chriſt faith to his Diſciples, Bleſſed are y0 
when men ſpeak all manner of evil of you for ” ame ſake, and the 
Gofpel, then do ye vejoyce- and be exceeding glad, 
hus I have given you to know in a few words, my thoughts cof- 
cerning thoſe three things I ſpake of in the beginning of this Paper. 
I had thought to have been more Jarge, but am firangel evecicd by 
wy Keeper, and for want of time ; Only ove word to ler you know, 
thax bleſſed 'be the Lord for his great mercy rowards me, T am ar pre- 
ſent in a peaceable and comfortable condition, although ſomecimes 
fainting firs do ſeem to ſeize upon me : for when I look on my ſelf, then 
I have cauſe ro mourn for my unworthy walking ; but when I look y 
to rhe Lord, 1 have cauſe to rejoyce and to be glad, and do dehite tg 
praiſe his holy Name : Oh it is good to have our portion in the Lord, 
who is our only Good fer one ſmile of his Countenance Is better than 
Life : And'therefore ( my dear Friends) above all things labour to - 
give your ſelyes up to the Lord, and appear for his Cauſe and Glory, 
| and for the Goſpel ; and Rand up for the Trhth, for all Truth, arid for 
the poor Saints at ſuch a day as this is, fo that yoll may with the Apo- 
lile ſay experimenrally, 7 heve fought « good fight, 1 h#v: finiſhed 
my courſe, I have kept the Faith ; henceforth #s laid wy for me 4 Crown 
of Glory + and not only for me, but for all theſe alſo that love the come. 
ing of our Lord Jeſw Chriſt, | | 
And now my dear Brethren in che Lord, T bid you fatewel, and 
comenit you and yours *t6 Him that i able to keep you frets felling, 
an 


<04..5 to ſame Friends about the City of London. © - 
and ta preſent you favltleſs before the preſence. of his Glory with ex. 
geeding Jos Now to the.only wife. be glory For evermore. © 
14:2 24 . .+.»: Yoursfor'ever in our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, 

| ' Pot-ſcript, + : 

Oh my Brethren, ;.I- have one! requeſt to you, that is, © That you 
«would. beg of che Lord, that che Saints may dwell more together in 
*. Love: And althaugh they be nat of one forms, yer ler them labour 
to be of-one wing in the: chings of the Lord, and love-as Brethren, 
<< and. cake heed of judging one another, which hath been a great 
<« faulc. (Give no offence to thoſe that are within, nor to thoſe that 
& are without, as near as you can; That thoſe that axe our of the way 
© may be won by your holy converſation in Chriſt: Jeſus. 


eAnother Letter of Col. John Okey's, direfted to an tedmnard Friend 
and old dgpormoce of his in London, 


Hon. Friend, | 
JT Do much rejoyce to: hear of your good: health, wih your dear Wife, 
J and.chac the Lord doth ſo much comfort and firengthea -you inthe 
day of your trouble, it is a great honour that' he hath put upon you in 
this backſliding time, wherein iniquity doth ſo much abound, and mot 
men are making (hipwrack of Faith & a goodConſcience,in this day of 
-\Jacob's orraws, now that wickednels is eftabliſbed by a Law. Now 
the worſe the times are, the Lord grant we may be the better. Oh Sir, 
ſuffering-times are very glorious, when the Lord is pleaſed ro-come m 
by his. holy Spiric into the heart. of a poor worm, there can be no re- 
ſtraiar where the Spirit of the Lord is, for there is liberty ; for the lo. 
ving-kindaeſs of the Lord is beccer than any thing that this baſe world 
can afford, My dear Friend, what 2 favour bath che Lord been plea- 
ſed to caſt upon you and me, that we ſhould be called forth' ro bear 
Witneſs to, and for, the Old Cauſe the Lord, himſelf hazh fo often 
owned, by fighting our Batrels, and in deſtroying of the proud Enemies 
of God and his Saints, ſo that che ſound of ic is gone through the 
whole World. And now I ſhall crouble you with a word, to let you 
know how it is-with me at the preſent concerning the inner man, 1 do 
_ - humbly defice to ſpeak to the glory of the Lord's free Grace, that al. 
h, I amin trouble on every fide, yer not diftrefſed pMmcthing 


exed, Sugpo Cindiſpair ; perſecured, but not forſakea , caſt into 
Prilop, but 


4ctroyed :. and therefore, bleſſed be che Lord, 7 faior 
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A Lnterof Col. John'Okay's, to Friend in Londoo. 
glut affliction, which wut for a moment, work8th for tu 
| ant iglyaightvf Blar;12 Cor, 4.2.6, We 
reckon nhet the ſufferings ufroins preſert time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with, the Glory which ſball be revealed, Rom. 8.18, and there- 
fore the Lord grant that we gay Watch ard ffand faſt in the Faich,quir 
our ſelves like mea, be-ftrong ig his firengrh, and in che power of his 
might; 82d as Fond laid, Be of good Conraye, let us behavs our ſelves 
valiantly for mer People, aid; for the Cities of our God, and let the Lord 
do that which: ui gaod in his fight, 1 Chron, 19,13," Sit," 1 heat 
my.time is ſhort,' and ' am. in ſome meafine, through-much mercy, 
ready tobe offered up ; and'if 1 be offered up upon' the ſacrifice of 
.the Faith of the Lords People, 7 ſhall joy and much rejoyce, Alas, 
you know 1;am' a! poor worm, ang of amy elf can do nothing, but in 
the firength of the Loyd 7 ſhall be able to do what the Lord ſhall be 
\ pleaſed to call: me co : for he hathPromiſed to lay no more upon me 
than he will enable me to bear; and therefore 1 do ggmbly beg your 
prayers for me, and the reſt of my ſuffering Brethren Mar are in trouble 
. With me here, or elſewhere, that the Lord would be pleaſed co ſtand 
by vis, fo charwe be not aſhamed of the Cauſe of the Lord ant his 
poor People : ir would have been berrer we had nevet rizde a profeſh- 
on of the Goſpel, than for to deny any of the Truths of the Lord, or 
the Cauſe of his People : What are our lives' in compariſon of the 
Glory of God ? better ten thouſand of us ſhould dye, than the Goſpel 
ſhould fuffer.: and therefore 7 do again beg your prayers to the Lord”* 
night and day, that the Lord would ſirenochen ds with alt might,accor- 
ding to his rich and glorious power, unto all patience and long-ſuffering 
with joyfulneſs ; giving thanks to the Father, who hath made us meec 
to be partakers of the ye of the Saints in light ; who hach cal- 
[Jed us to ſuffer for the Truth, and not co fear baſe man, whoſe breath 
' .#sin his noſtrils : and although chey ſeem to be in honour, yet in a few 
- dayes they ſhall fall and perifh, 'an} become as the dung of the Earth, 
and men hike chemiſelggs- (h211 fee chem no more, Oh we have no cauſe 
to be troubled wheagwe ſee wicked men'made great; for when they 
die none of their potyp ſh31l follow them ; for, as they lived wndeſired, 

fo will they dye #wnlamenred. t | 
My dear. Prieng; '/ am tain to break off for want of time, and 7 
- hope you will cover my wezk lines; you' have' them from the'hearr 
that wiſhech you as well as my. own foul.” Thas with'my love to you, 
and my prayers to the Lord for you and yours, and toghe reft that love 
; the Lord Jeſms; and now tor the preſent 7 leaye youto Him, me 
aDdICc 


A' Kettir of Col JohhOkey ro his D BE, \p wm 
'able to keep you from falling, and to preſent you ſyultleſs before the 
. preſence of his Glory with exceeding joy ; to the enly wiſe God te*-. 
* #lory and power naw and ever. ; 14:4 pol 
: Your faithful-Friend till death, ©F. O, 
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eA Letter of Col. John Okey to his Danphtey, 


. My dear Daughter, is 
Salmte you in the Lord, wiſhing you all Grace here, and Glory bere- 
after. 1 am ſomething troubled at the cruelty of wicked men that 

will not let me ſee you in ſuch a day as this is; But it's not to be won- 

dred at, for you know what the Scripture ſaith, cies of the 
-ungodly are cruelty it ſelf, But bleſſed be onr good God, thingh they 
can keep onr Relations from us, they cannot keep ws from coming to our 
"heavenly Father ; within a few dayes we ſhall be out of their hands, 
where they ſhall affiift 1s.no more ; for there the Oppreſſed ſhall be free 
from the Oppreſſor, and therefore be not troubled for theſe things ; 1 
thank, you for your love to me as mnch as if 1 had ſeen you : and al. 
though we are kept one from another mn the body, yet we are not ſo in 
the ſpirit, but do rejojce in one another : and be not much caſt denn 
for theſe outward troubles that we meet with in this evil world, where 
we are pilgrims and ſtrangers, for it's the lot and portion of the deareſt 
of God's People to. ſuffer here im this world ; but rather rejojce that we 
are accounted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for bis moſt holy Name;'«nd I beg 
that you would be earneſt with the Lord, that he wonld be pleaſed to 
keep my heart cloſe ts himſelf, that I may not diſhonour the Lord, nor 
bring a reproach to the glorious Goſpel of our Lord Chrift and bu C aſe, 
which . the Lord hath from Heaven ſo gloriouſly owned, by ſcattering 
of his Enemies ſo ofien as be hath done in the fight of the Sun, 'm 
bringing many of them to Juſtice, ſo that the ſound of it ts gone thorow 
the whole World, that it 1s the.ralk, of the moſt part of the World; 
and this you may be confident of, that the day u not far off when God 
will give 4 gloriow Reſurrettion to this Good Caule, that z ſa much 
ſearned by the baſeſi of men, who ( as Daniel ſaith ) ſhall fall in a few 
dajes like their own dung, and per:(h, and be ſeen no more ; for God 
hath ſet them in ſlippery places, and therefore be not troubled at their 
proſperity, but wait on the Lord, and he ſhall | wa ou the deſire of 
Jour ſoul. And therefore my dear Daughter, I humbly deſire you that 
Jou would more and more give your ſelf np wholly to the Lora, towalk, 
V3 in 


A Letter of Col. John Okey to hs Daughter. 
Jn all his wants, avid to delight in all bis wayes : far, his wayes ate all 
» vaycs of peace and/paths of pleaſantneſs, to all them char fear and 
- Joyce him ; and although earthly fathers leaveyon, he will never league 
you, tor forſake yon, but will bleſs you here and for evermore ; there- 
fore rejoyce in the Lord, and again / fay rejoyce, 1 am very ſorry 
that I am not able to do that for you which 1 deſire, and did intena for 
you and yours, which I (hould have delighted to have done , but the 
Providence of the Lord hath been pleaſed to orger thingi athirwajyes, 
praiſed be his Name ; and. I hope the good-Lird will ſupply all your 
"wants through the riches of his _— in the Lord Jeſws Chriſt, to 
whom I ſhall commit you and yours, who hath-promiſed to-do you good 
both in ſoul. body ;, for-be:bath ſaid, When father and mocher 
| forſake. you, "RE will: keep. you for.cyer: And therefore, ney loving 
-Danghter, be comforted inthe Lord ; for although 1 go before you, 1 
ſhall not be loſt, but-we (hall meet ag ain in Glory, through mercy, where 
we [ball part no-meore for ever, where we. ſhall ſarraw ne more, nor fin 
#0 more, but ſhall be for ever praiſing his holy Name to all Eternity. 
_ 4 ſhall deſire you to rewember me kindly tayour Hueband; if it pleaſe 
#he Lerd to bring him bome, and te-your Brother, and ſo tothe reſt of 
"mf Friends ; and let your Hnaband know, that if it pleaſe. the Lord to 
-Ketwrn to bis People, he or his ſhall have 4 Portion ; in the mean time 
- the Lord will bleſs that little ro you, that ſhall do you and yours more 
«good than the treaſures of the wicked ; like to the widows oyl, and the 
Grad of yural, that waſted not wnil the Lord ſent more : Tow know 
«what David.ſaid, I have been young, and now am old, yet he never 
+faw the Righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed begging their nnd : and 
| Paul ſ«4,, We brought nothing into this world, and #t's certain we 
ſhall carry nothing out : having food and raiment, ler us therewith be 
conrent. 1 am forc'd to break off at preſent, but 1 bope to ſee you 
"once more, before 1 go hence aud be ſeen no more. 1 ſhall deſire you 
: wonld\bave a great care of theſe little Children that the Lord hath 
given you, to bring them *p an the fear of the Loyd, whilſt the Lord « 
pleaſed" to let you be with them; And do alſo deſire, as Jou would do 
any thing for me or mine, that you would be kind and loving to my dear 
Wife when I am gone, that i the laſt Requeſt that I beg of yow. And 
thus with my hearty love to you and your dear Huiband, and to your 
Children, and to the reft of my Friends, and to John, aud deſire bins 
that he would beg of the Lord, to give him an heart to love the Lord, 
and to walk in bus wayes, and it ſhall be well with biz here andefor 
| ever- 
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ogy eerafints Poferer of Ihr. Miles Corver, 

tyermere:”' Thi in haſte | commit jou to the Lord, beſeeching the — © 

Lord to kgep you in all bis wayer, andreſt, © handy | 

_ Your loving Father, in bonds for the Cauſe of 
God and his People, till death, 


John Okyy. 
T bleſs the Lord I am at preſent well, 
wanting nothing but an humble and thank- 
ful heart to praiſe his Name. 


There was atiother Letter written by Col. Okey to his Son deyond 
the Seas, to the ſame effect, 


—_ — 
| — 
— —— _— O— _ 


An Hiſtory of the Life and Death of My. Miles Corbert, being in- 
tended ſhortly to be made publick (and fo, many things reſerved till 
then) in the mean time, it ts thought convenient that a taſte be 

_ given of ſome of thoſe occafiona Paſſages which fell from bim 
whilſt be was 4 Priſoner in the Tower, in the hearing of ſeveral 
Friends, who have faithfully collefted them, to be carefully laid wp, 


and wiſel improved by them that ſurvive. 


Bout ten dayes before his Execution, at old Friend he 
A ving obtained leave to come to him, while yet s Cloſe. 


Priſoner, Mr. Corbet imbracing him, and rejoycin 

to ſee him, asked how he durlt be ſo bold _ plan 
ro $ive him a Viſit, at ehar time, and in that place, and in rhet com. 
dition ? 

His Friend "anſwered, he was afraid of being charged at the day 
of Judgment with cowardiſe or want of love to Chriſt, in not viſiting 
his Members in Priſon. * 

To which Mt.'Corbet fmilingly replyed, And let it be remembred 
to you at thar day , that you were one of the Viſiters there meant 
by our dear Lord, whole Servant 1 hope 1 am, and deſire to 
<tr 


But, Sir, faid Wis Friend to him, I was in hopes you had been ſafe 
enough, or at leaft would have raken care to be ſo, when once you 
were abroad and had eſcaped ſo long, And truly Ichoughg fo too 


(aid Mr, Corbe:) 'bur God would nor have it ſo. Alas! who can W 
hid: 


Fo oy Jew be ſhall pleaſe ro'dBcover ? It ſeems he hath other work 
of me to do, and I bleſs his Name for it, 1 am not difmaid ac al 

When. I was beyond Sea, I did the beſt ro ſecure my (elf, and was 
Fareful-noc wiffelly ro run intodanger ; it was a meer hand of God 
thatT was ſeized on: for having not ſent a Lefter ( faith he) in eight 
mberhstime ro my Wife, I went to the place where I was taken, to 
conſult how to convey.one fately to her, and being ready to go thence 
to my own Lodging, I was-urprized ſuddenly ; and though ar firlt I 
was ſtartled at ic, yer I ſaw there was an ever-ruling Providence in it, 
and ſo was quieted in my own thoughts after a little ſpace, and found 
a power enabling me to lubmit; And now thag the Lord hath broughc 
"me hither, and upon ſuch an acconnt as I am here for, His holy Will 
be done ; for ( through grace) I c#n truly ſay with'the Apofile (Co/, 
T.9-) that 1 ans filled with the Will of God. Had I continued abroad, 
I might have died in obſcurity, and have been carried out into ſome 
. hole ina duff barkgr, where my death would have'fignified nothing : 
butnow God hath honoured me, in calling me forch to fight for. him 
with my blood, and in my own native Country too, and in that famous 
City where I have had ny breedfh, and education for many years,and 
Where I havecendeavoured to do my Maſter (rſt the beſt ſervice 1 
could, while opportunity was in my hand. And this I can cruly fay in 
ſome meaſure (through grace, a ward which he often uſed) chat I,ac- 
count it an high favour, All my deſire is, that I may not faint, nor 
any way diſhonour the Cauſe that I ami to ſufter for, by'my weak 
and naworthy carriage, which I confeſs I am afraid of, and therefore 
earneſtly defire the prayers of Friends on my behalf, tha God will be 
pleaſed to ſupport me, and carry me well through this ſo hard and 
gifficul: a task. 

Being asked what his Age was? He anſwered, Sixty ſeven years ; 
the greate(t parr of which time ( faith he ) God hath been pleated to 
uſe me, more or leſs in publick ſervices, having for thirty ſeven years 
been fill a Member in the ſeveral Parliamears chat have been called. In 
all which time (faich he) T bleſs God I have not ſought wy felf, nor 
any worldly ends. And when I was (without any of my own ſeeking) 
freely choſen to be a Member of the Long Parliament, I faw my Call 
ſo full and clear, that I durft not deny but that it was of God ; and 
though (faich he) che Truſt and Work which I was undertake,were 
very great, and like to prove dangeroms to as many as wet faich» 
ful ro Chrift's [nrereft, yer (through grace, ſaith he) I-was reſolved to 
- -gothrough it, and accordingly 4 have done fo, to the utmolt - my 
my 


whilft be was Prifever in the Tower. <4 by - 
ability, even to che prejudice of my own. Eftare and neareſt Relations, 
as themſclves can witneſs, and do now find ( pointing to his Wife and 
one of his Sons there Fanding by.) Proceeding further upon this ſub- 
je&, Now in my Age, ſaich he,when I have moſt need of all ourward 
comforts, they are and have been of lace furtheſtoff trom me, I haye 
neicher Eſtate nor H abitation, nor wherewith to keep a Servanc ; yes 
i all this (faith he) I am comtorred, becauſe it is come upon me in the 
performance of my duty, and the defence of my Maſter's Caſe, and 
do well know I ſhall be no loſer at laſt by Him, he having been al. 
wayes found to be a geod Pay-maſter tothem that ſerve Him ia truth, 
as I have defired and endeavoured to do; Nay (faith he) 1 cawfay He 
hach payed me already : for though I have nothing of my own,no not 
ſo much as to buy Bread for me and mine, yer I want nothing, Ah! 
how good is God! and how good is his Word ! how fairhful and: 
how true is He that hath promiſed ! He hath ſaid ( Matth. 19. 29.) 
Every one that bath forſaken Houſes, or Brethren, or Sifters or Wife, 
or Children,or Lands for my Name ſake, ſhall receive an hundred fold, 
and that even in this life, beſides the Inheritance of everlaſting life 
hereafter, 1am ſure, faith he, I have tound itſo, I have had man 
houſes io mine Exile as free as my own; have found as much care and 
tenderneſs from ſtrangers, as from my own Wife and Children ! every 
body is kind to me ! every body ſhews their love and their bounty to 
me! Ah ! bleſſed be God, faith he, bleſſed be God! and fo went 
on very largely in this melting and moving maaner : adding among 
many other ſweer expreſſions, a reflexion upon the Speech of good old 
Polycarpms; for even as he ſaid, That (Þrift had been a good Mafler 
to him, and neyer did him hurt for eighty lx years ; ſo (faith he) may 
I fay the like, Chriſt hath been a good Matter to me theſe threeſcore 
and (even years, 

Another time, diſcourſing of the frailry of humane life, and the 
many maladies and accidents that it is liable unto, he took occaſion to 
ſpeak of the manner of his own approaching Death. Alas ! faith he, 
I might have dyed long fince of ſome noylom diſeaſe, or liogring fick- 
neſs ; might have lain long weltering, and at laſt been as it were ſmo- 
thered to deathin a feather-bed, and perhaps with the loſſe of my 
ſenſes too, and the uſe of my Reaſon and Memory, as it happens to 
many that dye in age ; whereas now I am ftrong in body' (as one of 
my years may be) and of ſound mind, having my Underſtanding in 
ſome good meaſure v;gorow, whetby I hope to be made able (through 
grace ) to become a ſeaſonable, = and lively Sacrifice unto God . 

an 
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and as for the pain of ir, I reckon it far lefle than what is uſually fele 
in an' ardinary ficknefs, 

Indeed, the ſhame is ſomething ( faith he ) the Reproaches, Mock- 
ings and Scorns that may perhaps be caſt upon me all along the fireers, 
in the face of the mulcicude ; b»t 1 ſer Heaven (faith he) againſt all 
theſe ; and conſidering what I ſhall enjoy there, can eahly laugh at 
them, and wear them as the Badge of my Matier's Livery, who hins- 

ſelf alſo endured the Croſſe, and deffiſed the Shame, 

Tyburn (faith he) is the place that I muſt dye at; Well! let it be 
ſo ; bleſſed be God' that hath ſo appointed ic : for therein I ſhall be 
the more like unto my Lord, who ſuftered withowt the Camp, as a Ma- 
lefaRor too great to ſuffer within the Ciry. But the more 1gnominions 
our Death, the more conſpicuous will our Honour be, while we are 
made ſpeitacles ro Angels and men, And for my own part, I hope 
( through grace) I ſhall go willingly to meer my Saviour even at Ty. 
bars, wichour.che Camp, as the Apolile exhorts 1 ſhould ( Heb, x 3. 
3.) and there bear his reproach, 

Some Friends to whom he ſpake thus, rejoycing to ſee him fo 
ſweetly ſupported : Truly ſaich he, ic is a blefled thing to luffer for 
Chriſt, and if Conſcience be clear, fo that the luftering be not for 
evil.doing, there is a ſecret hidden comfort thac. goes along with it 

and I bleſs God I have found it ſo, and do find it : yer mutt tell you, 
I have my damps and fears come in fomerimes upon me, eſpecially 
when I think of my carnal Relations, and other conceraments cf this 
world; which do what I can, will ever and anon ruſh jo upon me, 
ad then I find my heart ſnking, and my fleſh ready to f.zzl, riil God 
fetch me off again by the conſideration of higher things ; which that 
he will continually pleaſe to do, while yer 1 abide in the Land of the 
living, I (ill beg the help of, your prayers, And indeed this was a 
duty he would be often" ar, eſpecially when any new Friend came in 
that be judged fir to move ir unto, and to joyn with therein, | 

He was in the dayes of his liberty for many years, a great lover of 
private ſeeking of God'by Faſting and Prayer , and faid in the hearing 
of Friends about two years fince, at the end of ſuch a day, There 
was more ſweetneſs taſted at ſuch a Faſt, than at the Lord Mayors 
Feaſt. And was given much to Prayer after his coming from Ireland ; 
and would much deny himſelf of Comforts he might have had, to pre- 
pare himſelf for hardſhip, 

About a week before his end, hearing ſome ſpecial Friead was up- 
eaa Journey to viſit him, ſaid, 7 his Vifit wonld be againit his cs" 
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A few dayes before his ſuffering, certain Gentlewomen, partly of 
his old Acquaintance, and partly ſuch, as he ſaid he never remembred 
® he had ſeea their faces before, ſent in divers good Diſhes of Meat, 
wich ſome Bottles of Wine, to Dine with him ; which kindneſs he 
was much affeted with, and faid, it pur him in mind of thoſe good 
Women in Chriſt's time, and particularly of Afary Magdalen, who 
brought an Alabaſter box of precious Oyntment, and poured on hin 4 
he ſat at meat in Bethany, which (faith Chrilt, Mark 14. $.) ſhe did 
for my Burying, and ſhall be a kindaeſs ſpoken of and remembred, 
where-ever the ſound of the Goſpel ſhall come throwgh the whole 
world, Math, 26,6, — 14. Even fo (faith he) me-thinks theſe good 
Friends ;e:2 have prepared for my Burial. And why not for your 
Wedding xacher ? faid a Friend that fat by, That is crue too, ſaid he; 
for it is che Pridegroom that I am going to, and hope to meet him 
ſhortly, and doubt nor but he will meet me. Much of this kiad of 
pleaſant diſcourſe paſſed that Dinner-time, But among other things 
that fell from him, this is not to be forgotten, Having occaſion to ſpeak 
of che former plenty and fulneſs of all things which he was wont to en- 
joy, and of his being now deptived of them ; Truly, faich he, when 
I had the good things of this world abcut me, yea, even my fill of 
them, I was more carnal, heavy and earthy in my ſpirit, leſs mindful 
of my future fate, and che much better things of the ocher world, pre- 
ſent enjoyments took up, even all my heart, I am ſure, much more of 
i: than they ought : but theſe cemprations being removed from me now 
in the time of my late Exile,me-choughts I found my (elf much at eaſe, 
and wholly at leiſure for Heaven, without having any dehre at all to 
thoſe former delights ; and then uſing this compariſon ( which he.cra» 
ved pardon for, 1 being Dinner-time ) A mao, faith he, that hath che 
wealth, power, dignicies and pleaſures of this world, by which his 
mind is fed, and fill irritated to give fatisfaRtion to his own corrupt 
and evil heart, is like one that 1s troubled with the 1rch, a troubleſorn 
diftemper, which provokes him to ſcratch, and the more he ſcratcheth, 
the more he defiresand delights to ſcratch, burallthe while enragerb 
his diftemper,nnd hurts himſelf ; which when ſome Phyſician, a friend 
of his, ſees, he difſwades him from ſcratching, and tells him he will 
preſcribe ſomething that hall take away the caxſe,and kill the irching 
humonr, and ſo give him a more healthy and ſound fate of body, 
Nay, but in the'mean time,ſaich he, I muſt ſcrarch, and I will ſcratc#, 
and cannot help it. Even ſo ( faid he) it was with me in the time of 
my proſperity, when I had wealth and power, and other earthly coti- 
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rents about me ; bur now that I and they are ſeparated, my mind is - 


more at quier, and more free for 4 ſweet communion and converſe with 
God, Then he proceeded further, to tell che company ar Table how 
he ſpent Þis time when he was abroad, viz. partly in Prayer, partly 
in Medication , partly in reading Scripture. and the Writings of holy 
men, eſpecially the Notes of the Darch Fible, and the Works of his 
three choice Friends (as he called them) Dr. Preſton, Mr. Burroughs, 
and Mr. Bridge , and further ſaid, that before he had done his cask, 
which he every day fer himſelf, and alwayes found delight in per- 
forming, the day ſeemed too ſhort for him, and was gone too ſoon, 
one day ſeeming to ramble and huddle too faft upon another, And 
this, he ſaid, was no ſmall mercy to him, eſpecially fince he was 
deprived of all publick Ordinances, and the ſociety of Chriſtian 
Friends. 

After he was riſen from Dinner, he looked towards the Window, 
and ſeeing the people paſſe by, Truly ( faith he) / world not be as 
thoſe people are that walk at liberty,and go where they will, I am bew- 
wr where 1 am, and about better work, fince it is that which my 
Mafier ( meaning Chriſt ) hath called me to, and ceunts me worthy 
to be imploy& in ; nor will it be long ere I receive my wages,chough 
I confeſs I have done little er nothing for it, 1 am ſure got in compa- 
riſon of what I might or ought to have done, Ah! the Reches of 
Grace,ſaith he; Ah!che compleat and al-ſufficicut Righteouſneſs of Jeſu 
Chrift ! Ah! the Satwfattion which he bath hs: for poor ſinners ! 
( which word Satwfattion he often mentioned) Yea, and how ſ{yeer 
is that word too, where ic is ſaid, He makes /nterceſſion for #4, and 
lives to that end, and for ever too, Heb, 7.25, Ir will nov be long 
now ere I know the meaning of theſe things more fully, Had I lived 
to dye 2 natwral death, in all likehhood, it would not have been many 
years, being ſo.agedas I amalready, and then I might have dyed a 
worſe death by far than now Iam co undergo ; for this is an honon- 
rable one. 

How great a Mercy is it, faid a Friend, that God hath thus guieted 
your mind, and thar he thus chears and warms your heart, eyen while 
the thoughts of Death are upon ir ! to have the fear of that King of 
Terrors thus baniſhed from you , how ſingular a favour is ic! and 
what an argument of God's Love to you, and of his Preſence with 
you! It is indeed, faid he, and I hope it is partly in Anſwer to the 
Prayers of Friends, whom I perceive God hath filirred up to pray 


much for me ; and I beſcech you, faich he, let them nor ceale, = = 
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hold me up before the Lord, the little ſpace I am yet to abide here : 
And becauſe, ſaith he, I know not how ſoon I ſhall be called to my 
Tral, I earneſtly deſire that ſome Friengy would keep a day with me 
bere in this place, if it may be with fafety and conveniency ; if not, yet 
ſomewhere elſe : which, in anſwer to his defire, was done according 
ly, upoa Wedneſday (April 16.) which was the day of his Tryal. 
The next morning, being Thurſday, ſome of his nzar Relations and 
Friends that came to viſit him, having heard ſome malicious reports 
to his prejudice ; as that he had denyed his Name, and not owned 
himſelf to be che perſon that was mentioned in the At, when he was 
at Weſtminſter at the Kings-Bench Bar ; carnelily defired him to ler 
them know the truth of things from his own mowrh. To which he 
readily anſwered, That he was much miſ-underftood, and wrong- 
fully preſented, if any faid ſo of him : And moreover ſaid, That he 
bleſſed God, he was neither aſhamed of his Name,nor of his Canſe, 
nor of his Maſter, and hoped never ſhould , and then related as fol. 
laweth z That his Brethren, Col. Barkead, Col. Okey, and himſelf, 
being brought before their Judges, were there called all by their 
names, to which they made antwer, and, as they were bid, held up 
their hands. Then the Queſtion being put, what they had to ſay for 
themſelves concerning the Fatt which they flood there arraigned for, 
and which they were charged with in the A& of Parliameac, at that 
time read before them. Mr. Corbet anſwered, he did not take him- 
ſelf to be the perſon named in the ſaid AR, for that he did never ma- 
liciouſly, wickedly, and traiterouſly imagine, contrive or endeavony to 
murder the late King, as was chere charged upon him in the ſaid AR, 
and therefore defired them to prove ir, What ! ſaid ſome on. the 
Bench, will you deny your Names now ? did you not anſwer to, and 
hold up your hands at thoſe Names? To which Col. Okey made 
anſwer (not underſtanding Mr, Corber's drift, which was to have a 
Proof made that they were guilty in manner and form as the AR 
expreſleth it ) he would never deny his Name for the matter ; No 
more will I, faich Mr. Corber, neither do I ; But may there not be 
more men of my Name, faith Mr. Corbet, that perhaps may have 
been guilty of malice againſt the King ? though for ny own part 
I never was. Then Col, Okey began to perceive his miltake, and 
Col. Barkfteed allo,” who being thus retified, Mr. Corbet proceeded, 
and told the Judge, It was true,they were called by their right Names, 
and did accordingly own them ; yet (faith ke) it doth not judicialy 
appear to this Court, that we ate the perſons meantia the AR, putting 
an 
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an"emphaſis on the wotd Judicialy. No! faith one, the Parliament 
' hath adjudged ic, and yorl are the mega; Yer however, ſaid ſome, 
let-a Jrry be empanelled ; a then che Arrmrney General ſaying that 
he'was ready for a Tryal, a Jury was called, againſt which no Ex. 
ceptions being made, Evidences were taken, and they found guilty, 
The J«aze then asked again, what they had now to fay why Senteree 
ſhould not pals? Mr, Corbet replyed, he humbly conceived the Pro- 
ceedings of the Court were not regular, nor agreeable to former Pre. 
fidents : for, according to Law, there ought firlt to be an Indiftment, 
an Information, and Scire Facias ( as was in the Caſe of Sir Walter 
Rewleigh) all which were pre-requiſic to an [ſ#e in Law, as their 
Lordſhips well knew ; fo that here was a Conci#fpjon without Premi.. 
fes : Yer, if it ſhould pleaſe the Judges to over-rule it, he-was con- 
tented ( carrying himſelf with much reverence and reſpeR unto the 
Court.) To which either the Artwrney General, or ſome other, re- 
plyed, that Mr, Corber faid truth, as to ordinary proceedings, bur 
here it was extraordinary, viz, by Att of Parliament in a Bill of At- 
tainder, and then cired a Book-caſe of one Srafford,who was thus pro» 
ceeded againſt, ſentenced and executed in Henry the pths time, To 
which Mr, Corber replyed again, he had nothing to fay to that, bur 
what the Authority of the Nation had made Law, he muſt ſubmit to , 
and did acknowledge, as things Rood, they did proceed according to 
the Rules given them, and in that reſpe& did what was juſt, accord- 
ing to the preſent Law, But did you not confeſs the Fact, faith one, 
by your own flight? ic being a known Maxime, Qi fugam facit fa- 
tetwy facinus, To which Col, Barkſtead anſwered, that he for his 
part fled for fear of an Arreſt, threatned againſt him for ewenty thou- 
ſand ponds for pretended falſe Impriſonment, Mr. Corbet ſaid, that 
he for his part did not fly for twelve years rogether after the Fat 
done, nl that any body who had a mind to it, might eaſily have 
ſeized him, it being well known where he was all chat time ; and when 
he did fly, it was not prohibited, nor any way unlawful, as conceived, 
for himſelf or orhers ſo to do; and now that he was returned again, 
he knew not that he was an ovt-law'd perſon, and if occaſion had 
been, could have been ready to have traverſed any Suit commenced 
againſt him. And as for what he had done in this buſineſs that there 
he flood accuſed for, he (aid, he was engaged in it by the then Swpream 
Publick. Anthority of the Nation, the lawfnlneſs of which Authority, 
he ſaid, ac that time was every-where acknowledged and repured {> to 
be ; and had he not this to plead for himſelf, he ſhould then have 
thought 
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thought that what was done by himſelf and others, had beef wery 
wicked and abominable. But the Anthority being fince that time 
changed, and new Laws made, by which both the Fatt and the Power 
it ſelf too, by vertue of which ic was done, are both ſaid to have been 
invalid ( though the Law-makers at that time did not think {o) he had 
nothiog further to adde, bur only to leave this one word with them, 
from 1ſa. 33. 22, The LORD #« our Juege, the LORD t4: our 
Law-maker, the LORD t# our King, He will ſave w. You 
miſtake, ſaith one, it is not Law-maker, but Law-giver in the Text, 
Bur in the Margeact, ſaith Mr. Corber, it is Law-maker, 

This is a true Relation of this matter, as near as poſſibly can be 
taken from his own mouth ; if any miſtake be in a word ignorantly 
related, or ſentence miſplaced, the Reader is defired to pardon ir. 

This Mr, Corbet having been heretofore bred at Lincolnr-Tnn, and 
known to be a good Lawyer, and late Lord Chief Baron in Ireland, 
and alſo much acquainted by long experience with Aﬀairs of Srate, 
as having been a Mewber in all the Parliaments that have fat fince the: 
beginning of the /ate King's Reign ; and being alſo further known 
to have been an aztient, and /ong-experienc'd found Chriftiav, a man 
of a very t-nder Conſcience, and of an holy Life and Converſation, 
and that as well in his greateſt Profperity as in his Adverſity : it was 


the earneſt defire of many, even of all parties that knew him, fully and 


clearly co underſtand from his own mouth, (eſpecially now in this time 
of his Affliction ) what inward peace, quiet and ſatisfattion he had 
in his own Conſcience touching that AR which he was condemned, 
and very fhortly to aye for , and which pafſeth under ſo many dread- 
ful names, of the moſt horrid, beinow, wicked and wnwarrantable 
A& was ever done ; of the vileſt Murder, molt execrable Regi- 
cide, Weſt 1ble and bloody Crime that men ever were guilty of; and 
like unzo Which, none hath been faid co have beer, ever perpetrated in 
this world befare; except the putting of Chriſt himſelf to death. 

His Anſwer to this Queſtion was the more defired, becauſe he being 
taken for fo goed 4 Chriſtian, and ſo able experienced a Lawyer and 
Stateſman, as is before deſcribed, his Opinion therein would be the 
more confiderable, and his words be of the greater weight, which 
fide ſoever they ſhould fall, whether to the Juſtification or the Con- 
demnation of the Fact, 

Now to this Queſtion ( which he faid he had long before examined 
thorowly, and very well digeſted) be faid, he would make this rife, 
faichful, and ingenuous Anſwer, and hoped he ſhould Aland to ix, and 

maintain 


'33 Some occaſional Paſſages of Mr. Miles Corbet, 
maigt2in it to his aft breath, And although he did find (he ſaid) ſome 
near Relations were not of his mind in it, yer-for his own part he re- 
mained feady and wmnmoveable therein, and befote ſeveral Witneſſes 
(which he hath now left ſurviving ) char heard him,” declared as fol. 
loweth, | . 

Firſt, he aid, When he was named and appointed by the Parlia- 
went to be one of the Judges, he was nor preſent in che Houle, , nor 
did he art any time give his own perſonal conſent thereto, or approba- 
tion of it, but rather fully reſolyed never to engage in that bulinels. 

Secondly, When the Bill came into the Houle, he Jpake againft ir, 
and gave his Reaſons ; nor could he be drawn by any Arguments to 
appear in the High Court of Tuſtice, or allow of their Proceediogs, 

Yer, thirdly, The fate of Affairs being as then they were, and 
the Conſequence on both ſides ( either of owning, of not owning and 
joyning in that AR) being with much prayer and conſideration well 
weighed by him, he at laſt came to a fixed ſertlement in his mind 
'about theſe enſuing particulars. 

( x.) That the Swpream eAnthority of the Nation, as then it flood 
(notwithſtanding the Alterations made in it ) being generally accepted 
and ſabmitted to at home, and owned by forreign States abroad, with- 
out any queſtion made of it from the bedy and balk, of the People, 
( though here and there ſome ſcrupled it, whoſe Interelt lay contrary ) 
was lawful and ſufficient to warrant all that was or ſhould be done in 
reference co the late King. 

(2 ). Thar the ſolemn Appeals made to God on both fides, both 
by the King on his (ide, and by the Parliament on their fide, all the 
time of the War,” and anſwered ſo diftinith and fully from Heaven, 
on behalf of the Parliament (as all men then ſeemed co ſlidge) did 
further confirm him in the warrantableneſs of their Underta and 
righteouſneſs of the whole Cauſe. | 

(3. ) Thar the foreſight of ſuch miſerable Changes, 25 by return of 
the Hierarchy,and the concommitants and effeQt chereof ( which he 
faw was aimed-at, and did belieys was intended by the /ate King, at 

leaſt after ſome time) did greatly induc him co.look 1nto, and fully in- 
form himſelf about the matter of the Charge againſt the ſaid /ate King. 

(4+) That upon mature and long debates of Parliament, and ſuch 
as were authorized to ſearch into the Charge aforeſaid, he found things 
fully preved ; and moreover ſaid, that the matters objected were of a: 

very wnnſual and high nature, but that which principally (\wayed, hin; 
w:do what he did, was the Blood of Ireland, and the levying War 
Ad...  - ag tinſt 
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ar4inſt the Parliament, who were thereupon forced for their own de- 
ence and the ſafety of the' Prople ( by whom they wete tr»ſted, and 
whom they did repreſent) to take up Arms, and lo agaiaſt cheig wills 
to maintain a molt coſtly, dangerous and unnatural War. 

5.) That though he was now fully ſatisfied in his own mind of 
the lawfulneſs of the Fatt, as well as of the Power by Which ic was 
done, and that it was his duty no longer to Rand out, bu ro joyn with 
his Brethren as an Attor in it, or elſe might become guilty of «- 
faithfulneſs to the Cauſe of God and his Country ; yet luch was his 
baſe and timerous ſpirit, that he kept back and would not appear in 
ir, the rather, becauſe he was much ſer upon by his Nephew, Sir Thos 
mas Corbet (who then lived in the houſe with him) not to meddle ar 
all,or have any hand in it, Now this Sir Thomas Corbet having a very 
conſiderable Eflate, to which himſelf was »exe Heir, and which (in 
caſe he ſhould go croſs to his mind in this buſineſs) he had power (by 
eutring 0 the Entail ) to give away from him and his.Children, he 
was loth to diſpleaſe ; for he ſaw appatantly which way his faid 
Nephew was bent, Yer, 

( 6, ) Notwithſtanding this, Conſcience wrought much with him, 
and would not ſuffer him ( he faid) to be quiet night nor day; for, 
while,on the one hand, theſe carnal fears and difturbed thoughts pulled 
him from his duty ( ſo he called it ) yer, on the other band, itpleaſed 
God more ſtrongly to draw him to it, by often bringing and ſetting 
home upon his heart, that Scripture ta. Revel. 21, 8- The fearful 
and unbelieving — ſhall have their part in the Lake that burneth 
with fire and brimſtone. This Text did fo work and work in his 
miad, and ſo powerfully prevail with him, that though he had defer- 
red to appear at the High Court of Juſtice till the very af? diy of the 
Tryal, yer then he durlt fiay no longer, but made haſte ts come in and 
fir among them, come what would come of it in this world ;. leſt the 
aforeſaid puniſhment of the fearful! ſhould hereafter for ever befall 
him, And what he now did, he ſaid he did it with a {e- and reſolved 
mind, and he bleſſed God that had conquered his cowardly ſpirit, and 
enabled him ar laſt ( though late firſt ) tro come in aad do his part, and 
in ſome meaſure to prove himſelt farrhful and obedient to God's as well 
as the Nations Call herein, And further faid, tharupon the grounds 
before alledged, if all that hath been done were to be ated over agaio, 
he would do as he had done, and. would not abate an inch of it ;; 
which words he ſpake with great ſober»eſs and ſetledneſs of mind-burt 
the very day before his Execution, 

| Lally, 
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_ as to the whole buſineſs, he ſaid, he could and did appeal 

ro the righteous Judge of all things, that what he did (as far as 
he could diſcera himſelf ) was not out of any j// fpirie rowards the late 
King's Perſon, nor out of any the leali malice or diſaſfetion to him ; 
nor yet out of any unworthy end or defign of his own ; for, as to the 
faid King's Lands or Goods, or other publick Ticle, he never defired 
nor endeavoured to get any of them, but alwayes by good Providence 
kept himſelf free, that neither himſelf nor any of his, might grow 
yich, or make the leaſt advantage that way, And as for that neceſſary 
and pnblick AQ of Juſtice ( as he called it ) he did never repent ar all 


that he had a hand in ir, nor, after all the earchings of heart about 


ic, did fee cauſe ſo to do, when at any cime he had the moſt ſeriow and 
calms reflexions upon it : though he did confeſs, as to the circumfiances 
of that AR (the ſubſtance whereof he ſaid he muſt alwayes own ) ke 
had been compaſled about with many finful weakneſſes and infirmi- 
ties in the managing of it, as he had before in part hinted; which he 
hoped and belieyed were all waſhed away in the Blood of Chrifi, 


This is a cateful and true ColleQion of what at ſeveral times he ſaid 
about this buſineſs to ſeveral perſons, (and more than once too) and 
as-near as poſſibly can be remembred, in his own very words and [11> 
lables eſpecially in thoſe paſſages that are of the greateſt weight. To 
Which, let this expreſſion of his be alſo added, That what he had now 
- lived to fee in the /ate amazing Changes,and over-flowing Wickedneſſes 
of all kinds, rather to be trembled at than reckoned up, did give r0 
ſmall confirmation and juſtification to thoſe former Proceedings, which 
aze now ſo much condemned. _ 

Oa Thurſday night late, when tydings were brought to him of his 
Jufferin the Saturday following, ſome perſons came to convince him 
of the Sin for which Execution was to paſs upon him, and to exhore 
him to Repentance, 4ggtavating the heynonſneſs of it : but the next 
morning he told his Friends, that = lefr him as they found him, not 
at all a/cered, by what they had ſaid, in his opinion about that buſi- 


neſs , which he faid, he had examined as thorewly as he conld, and 
believing that he had a good Warrant both from God and man for 
What he did, he was ſatrsfied as to that, whateyer others did Judge 
of it here, and therefore lett it ro be judged over again by the Rzg 
reows Judge of all, at the Jaſt and great day. 
He faid he found no conflernarion of ſpititat all upon him, when 
_ be was before the Kings Bench Court. 


Being 
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Being asked how he had ſlept that night after ſuch heavy newes ? 

To this he ſmilinghy anſwered, be bleſſed God he had eps well, much 

afrer the rate as he uſed to do, and that he found not any confternation 

or fear ar all upon his ſpirit ; for it was no more, he ſaid, than what 

he ——_ and as far as God yay pleaſed to enable him, had been 
paring tore 

A lictle after, ſpeaking of the Journey he was to. take, I am going 
(faich he) where all good ſouls Would be glad to be, The Terminus 
4 quo, the place I am going from, is, this preſent evil world, even this 
evil world : and if eyer it were evil, ſure now it is, and now more than 
ever, ſo evil as I neyer thought to ſee it : and the Terminus ad quem, 
the place I am going to, is, Mownt-Zion, the City of the living God, 
the /5ving God, faith he, ( doubling and putting an Emphaſis on that 
word Living) and to the heavenly Jeruſalem, which he alſo repeaced 
again, putting the like Emphaſis on the word Heaventy, Ab! faith 
he, this /iving God, and this heavenly Jeruſalem, how (weet is the 
thought of it! the God that I am going to, is, the /iving God, the 
God that lives, that Rl lives, that lives alwayes ; Whatever perſons 
die, or whatever Cauſe or Intereſt ſeems to die, yet He lives, and 
can make what he will to /ive ; yea, and to /ive again too, even after 
it hath lain for dead : And the Jer»ſalem that He lives in, is, an hea+ 
venly Jeruſalem ; an heavenly ! that hath nothing of earthline(s, no + 
droſs, no corruption, nothing of impurity, weakoeſs, mutability or 
inſtability; Ah! this heavenly Jeruſalem ! Thus he deſcanced on the 
words, and even fed upon them. Then he proceeded after the ſame 
manner to what follows, And to an innumerable company of Angels! 
to the general Aſſembly and Church of the firft-born, which are writ. 
ten in Heaven, and to GOD the Judge of all, the Tudge of all ( re- 
peating that word) and to the Spirits of Juſt men, made perfeit; aud 
to FESUS the Mediator of the New Covenant (which laſt words he 
Raid long upon, doubling and trebling them again and again) and to 
the Blood of ſprinkinng, (which alſo he dwelt upon) Seeming to ſpeak 
all with a very great fervor and inward joy upon his heart. Scarce aa 
hour paſſed in the day, wherein he did not touch upon this Scripture in 
difcourſe with ſuch new Friends as ſill came in upon him, it being the 
laſt whole day of his life. 

When he ſaw the Room begin to fill (for now none were reſtrained) 
he faid,it comforted him to ſee the faces of ſo many Servants of Chriſt 
together, and that they ſhould expreſs ſuch /ove and tenderneſs as he 
perceived was in thei hearts _ him ; and truly, faith he, I cake 
2 it 
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ic as a token for good,that ſuch a poor worm: as I am ſhould be ſo much 
' minded, ſhould have a room in your affeQions and prayers. And 
though he was by conſtitution a melancholy man, = the ſmiles were 
ſcarce off from his face all this day; every new Friend that came jo 
ſee him, he kheartly and Jngg? imbraced, and alwayes parted from 
them at their going away, the like ſmiling- countenance, 
As he was ſpeaking (in thie afternoon) to a knot of Friends, ſome of 
them his old dear Acquaintances, whom \he longed to fee, and was 
much joyed when they came in co him, among many other excellent 
paſſages that fell from him, and cannot here be recalled, this was oge 
that much affe&ed thoſe he ſpake ro; 1 am going ( faith he) wp ro the 
Clowd of Witneſſes, and hope to make one of that »wmber (hortly ; and 
though I ſhall aſcend to them by the Ga/ſows, yer thac troubles me nor, 
" becauſe Jeſus Chriſt hath ſarthified the Gallows. 

It was a frequent ſpeech which he uſed co many, Oh never be afraid 
of a Priſon, of Exile, or any ſufferings for Chriſt ; it he give you a 
call co ſuffer, and to {uffer for his ſake, never be troubled at ir, the 
. Preſence of Ggd in that condition, and the ſgppores he gives, will be 

Jo fweet to youl, and will come in ſo ſeaſonabh, that you will think it 
the beft time that ever you enjoyed. Believe it from my experience, I 
am a poor timerows weak man naturally, and yet can fay (through 

race) I never had ſo much of God in my whole life-time, as fince 

have been in,Exile and in a Priſon, When I was abroad in my hole, 
Where I lived and faw few Friends, and wanted the comfort of pub- 
lick Ordinances, 1 found God coming in to me, and making all up by 
Himſelf alone. And when I imployed my felt in reading and medita- 
tiog upon his Word, me-thoughts I found it the ſame to me, that Bread 
' and Salt is at the greateFt Feaſts, the moſt ſavory and ſubſtantial nou- 
riſhmtr, Though I wanted the varieties of diſhes that others had, yer 
this I alwayes had my fill of ; and had one benefit more than ever be. 
fore; oy enough to minde it. Heretofore I was eacumbred with 
this baſineſs, and with that ;, bur fince I have been thus taken off, I 
have had all my time to my ſelf, I have had leiſure to conyerſe with God 
and my own ſoul; I haye had opportwnity to ſearch into the whole 
courſe of my former life, to ranſack_my heart, and to make all even 
berween God and me,which advantage I would not have been without 
for a World. 

He faid, when he was in forreign parts, and conſidering his manner 
of life there, his iacapacity of ſervice, and thie obſcurity of his condi- 
tion ; he could then: haye choſea rather ro be at witneſſing.work for 

* 
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Ged, than preſervation and ſafety in the farmer way : but yet waiced 
for God's cs oi SA Mr 

The eyening of this latt day of his life drawing on, ſome asked: 
whether he found any fears begin to approach him, now thac he was 
hafteniag ſo faſt co his ead ? To which he anſwered, that he had more 
than once found a dowble fear upon his ſpirit, one was, left he ſhould 


faint at the time of his Suffering, and ſo diſhonour God and his Caule; . 


for, faich he, I may well fear this, when my Alaſfter himſelf had 
ſomething of ic as he hung upon the Croſs, crying our, Hy God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? yet he was ſupported, faich he, and 
ſo I bope ſhall I ; for he prayes for us, that owr Faith fail not, And 
beſides, I can ſay (through grace) that I have comfortable Evidence 
that my ſtate is good, as to the main, what-eyer the clouds may be, or 
the ec/ipſes that I may meet with, Another fear I have, faith he, left 
through the pride of my heart, I be puffed »p with the concert of ap- 
plauſe and yain-glory, which 1 find my felt apt to be rick/ed with, 
and therefore entreat your prayers the more earneltly, that God will 
preſerve me from both theſe, 

Being asked, whether he intended nor co prepare ſomething to ſpeak 
at the place of Execution ? Truly, no, ſaich he, I ſhall cruſt God with 
that, and ſpeak as he ſhall then. be pleaſed to enable me, who hath 

romiſed, it ſhall be given at that hour, whgt and how to ſprak, If I 
tbould prepare any thing, eſpecially about that which I defire moſt 
to ſpeak ro, and am to ſuffer for, and which haply will be expeRed 
from me, I know not how much I may be diſappointed by prohibitions 


or interruptions; however, I doubt not but my.Dearh will peak, and 


my Bleod cry, as well as the Blood of Abel, y 
Some adviſing that money ſhould be given to the. £xecutioner, thar 
he might be the more favourable co him, ( hebver- bearing ic) I will 
have no hand in thar, faith he ; ler the Sentence be executed, andthe 
Law paſs in the rigor of ic. If the Executioner ſhould be cruel, whac 
makes matter, faich he, ler him be as cruel as he will, the more bloody 
he is, the better for me : and then == a ſtory, which he had read, 
of an aged Martyr, who when the Tormentor would have pared him 
becauſe of his Age ; Nay, faith the aged Martyr, ſpare me not at all, 
ir is no matter for my Age :: for, look how much thou abate#t of 
Torment, thou wilt rob me of my Crown, And indeed, he ſpake of. 
ten of his Crown, and of that Inheritance (mentioned in x Pet-1. 4.) 
which is ſaid to be incorruptible, nndefiled, and that faderh not away, 


reſerved in Heaven for him. 
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Having been much ſpent in this his heavenly converſe, and eat little 
or nothing all the -day, ſome body mentioned a Cordial to be giyen 
© him to retreſb his ſpicics : A Cordial, faich he, what do you talk of 
- that ? I bleſs God / need none ; his Faveur, and the light of his Coun- 
renance is Cordial enough to me. However, his Wife brought him a 
Glaſs of Sack, wich a toaſt in it, of which he drank a licle, remem- 
. bring his old Friend Mr, Bridge of Tarmonxth, to another antient and 
reverend Friead of them both, which then he drank to. 

Upon occaſion of one ſaying ro him, Oh how good is it ts be ready 
When God calls! Truly, faith he, I would be ſo, but me-thinks I 
am hot ſo ready as I ſhould be; the Bridegroom (faith he) « ready, 
and the Marriage-Smpper i ready, and the Robes and Crown are rea- 
dy ; but 1 ans not ready, 

Supper _ called-for, while the Cloth was laying, one going 
away, but defirous ficlt ro know of him how ſome Friends in Holland 
did, and what manner of conyerſe there was amongſt chem, becauſe of 
their difference in opinions ? ( for it ſeems there are ſore of all par- 
ties gone thither, as well Quakers as others.) He anſwered with much 
grief of heart ( for ſo he faid it was to him all the while he was there) 
tr ſee how much chey ſhamed the Goſpel, opening the mouths even of 
ſtranger: againlt them; partly, by reaſon of their bitterneſs againſt 
each other, and pattly by their pride and hawghty carriage, both in 

Hervrſe, very unſuitable (he Grid) to that fate of 
Afflition that they are in; and this in that place too whither they 
are fled for refuge : and then defired thoſe he ſake to,that they would 
tell all his Chriſtian Friends and ſurviving Brethren he ſhould leave 
behind him, rhat he made it his /af# earneſt RequeFt ro them, even as 
wpon his knees, and as a dying man, To lay afide this bi#ter ſpirit, with 
that Pride, Covetowſneſs, and conformity to this world and the faſhions 
of it, which hitherto God had been ſo much diſhonowred by, and which 
have brought all that evil upon us that we now groan under, 

Art Supper-time, k@ began to diſconrſe again ( as his manner was) 
_ wery ſavoxrly and ſweetly, it bling uſual with him to be the firſt in 
. this duty ; and indeed he was the firteſt ro begin, becauſe he had {o 

rich a treaſure in him of things new and old, 

Among other things, Gals of Dr. Preft&:, whom he often men= 
rioned (calling him his Friend ) and alwayes with great reverence to 
his name and worth ; he faid, he was the molt frni:ful man that ever 
he met with ; and that his c»fom was, where.cyer he came, eſpeci- 
ally at meal-times, to ſer on foot ſame profitable diſcourſe, and would 
| . : alwayes .- 
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alwayes carry it on without wearyneſs ; and that he often ſaid, he had 
found ir very beneficial ro himſelf, and ſucceſsfull to others, as well 
thoſe that atrended at the Table, as thoſe that ſat at it, ' And did 
now himſelf make it another of his /aft and dying Requeſt;, that this 
praRtice alſo might be commended from bim, and in his name, to his 
Chriſtian Friends ; and that we would all endeavour, as much as 
might be, ro propagate it eyery.-where among the People of God. 
ing ſomething hungry, and caſting the rome of the Creatures 
there provided, he brake forth into great expreſſions of God's goods 


\ neſs and bounty ; and aid, when he was 1n his retirement abroad, he 


ſeldom ſaw a Whole Joynt of meat, unleſs ir were when they travelled 
in company together, and yer (faith he) I found God all-ſufficient to 
me, even in my ſhort commons, I was ſatisfied, I had enough, my. 
little morſels were a full cable to me, And then, enlarging his Rourke 
farcher (as his turn came to ſpeak) Ah ! faith he, how ſweet « Chriſt ! 
how preciows ! His Perſon is preciom, bis Graces are precious, his 
Love ts preciows, his Name tu preciows, every thing of Chriſt i pre 
ciow ! Yea, ſaid a Friend that fat by, and hb Croſſe is preciows too ! 
His Croſſe, faid he ! 7, there the Honey-comb lyes. 
His two Brothers being called away from the Table, a Friend went 
and fat in one of their feats next to him, and asked how he found 
himſelf, and whether the »earer he came to Heaven, his deſires of it 
did not the more increaſe ? Truly, ſaith he, I bleſs God, Iam not of 
the mind of a Fwdge, that I once knew ( but will not now name) who 
when he lay on his dying.bed, and DoRor ( ſuch an one, faith he, 
naming of him, but ſhall here be concealed, becauſe being now a 
Biſhop, perhaps he may be offended) exhorted him to think of the 
long Journey he was to take ( for he was = hope of recovery,) To 
which ( it being the time of the Judges Circuits in the Country, of 
which himſelf was appointed to be one) the faid Judge replyed, Tru. 
ly, faith he to the DoRtor, 1. have provided me a very good. tite new 
Coach, and a ſer of excellent Horſes, and I hope, if I can get over 


- my preſent ilneſs, I ſhall perform my Journey very well, Yea, bur 


faith the DoRtor, I mean your Journey 1# Heaven , for you ſeem to 
me to be a dying man, or words to that purpoſe. At that the Judge 
called to his Cftrk there Randing by, ſaying, What thinkeſt chou, 
are there any Fines and Recoveries there? Truly, faid Mr. Corbet, 


this was,a ſad ſpeech of a dying man, as if he were one that had 


neither thought or belief of a Heaven, or of a future late in another 
world, But I bleſs God for my part, my Comfort lies there, and 1 


can 
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can truly ſay ( through Grace) 1 believe there is a Real Heaven ; 
- and that 1 doubt not, but as I am going to it, ſo I ſhall be ſhortly in 
the poſſeſſion of it, 
- "Afﬀcer Supper, Friends parting from him, received his hearty thanks 
for their acceptable ſociety, and: his deſires, that they would not be 
ſlack in their prayers for him, for now he ſaid, it was but a /ittle while 
longer that he ſhould need them. 

The next morning (being Saturdy, apd the day of his Execution ) 
his Wife coming ia to -him, ( who lodged inthe Tower that night) 
asked how he did ? and how he had flepr? Berrer [ believe ( faith 
he) than my Girle did, ( meaning cher his Wife, ) For my filt ſkep, 
faid he, from the time I wear to bed, continued till cwo a clock, and 
I have had two ſkeps fince, and now ſhall need no more, neither 
wights nor ſleeps, nor bed to tye on, but within a few howrs more, ſhall 
be in my Fathers boſome. 

When he was up, he prayed moſt affeRionatly with his Wife, for 
near an hour together, and among other expreſſions uſed thoſe words 
of our Saviour ; Father, if jt be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me ; 
but if not, thy Will be done : earneſtly prefling Him that he might be 
enabled torefign himſelf up to Him his God and Father. that day, with 
/all. readineſs and willimgneſs ; and, as it appeared afterwards, was 
anſwered in this his prayer. 

Some Friends coming in, that had been often with him before, to 
ſee him once more, and to Ray with him till che Sled ſhould part 
them, and fo to take their laſt leave of him ; he imbraced them with 
oreat afteCtian, laying, Well ! 7 ſee you will not leave me till you 
needs muſt , this love of yours will not be forgorten one day, when 
Chriſt ſhall ſay ro his kind Friends, 1 was in Priſon, and you v1- 

ted me, 

Breakfalt being brought in, and with other things, ſome burnt 
Claret, This is Funeral-drink,faith he, and then drinking to his Wite, 
faid,. / ſhall have better Wine anon in my Fathers Kingdom. 

As be wascating, he pointed to the ſeveral ſorts of proviſions that 
were before him, ſaying, How much fweerneſs doth God putiinrofall 
theſe ?, yer all that is in them, how very little is it in compariſon of 
What is in God himſelf ? there is a drop of ſweetneſs indeed in this 
creature, and a drep in this, anda drop in this, pointing to divers 
things, and to his Wife laſt of all ; bat 1 am going from theſe drops, 

' faith he, ro the full Fountain, where all ſweerneſs i, and will be 


for. ever. 
Having 
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. Haying finiſhed his Breakfaſt with an Egg ( which was the laft 
thing he ate) he threw the ſhell away with theſe words (pronounced 
with a kind of rejoycing of heart) Farewel pra caniv F ſhall 
ſe you no more, 

Breakfalt thus ended, Mr. Corbet himlelt gave thanks, praying to, 
and praiſing God with ſuch melting language, tuch readinets of ſpeech, 
ſuch a compoſed frame ot heart, and luch holy well-digetted mater, 
that it much afteRed ſome that joyaed with him, to hear an old D1iſ- 
ciple of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo nigh his Death, and ſuch a Death as he was 
within a few houts to undergo, to have a mind fo ſweetly ferled,wich- 
out any the leaſt ſeeming dilturbance ac all. Among other paſliges in 
that his heavenly Prayer, thele were ſome, viz, That as God had 
been hu Guide unto Death, (o now he prayed that he would be his 
Support in Death ; that he would make Death a ſafe and ſpeedy paſ- 
ſage unto Glory, That God would enable him to make a good Confeſſton 
# Him before men, and carry him well through that new kind of 
terrible work, which he was now about to undertake in His Name and 
Strength, and in Witneſs to His Cauſe. That he might joyfilly go 
hence, as from the uſe of creatures, which he had been now refreſhed 
with, ſo moſt of all from Sin and the ſnares of ut, With divers 
other like expreſſions ficted to his preſent caſe, 

Time growing ſhort, now I Rand (faith he ) upon dying-gronnd, 
and every inch is precious, I had need therefore improve it to the ut- 
molt ; and fo called to tuch as were preſent co joyn in Prayer wich 
him, and for him, and accordingly they did fo ; the Lord affifting 
him that was the mouth of the Company with Petitions very ſweer, 
and pertinent to the occalion. 

The Prayer ended, he fell to diſcourſe again, and ſpeaking of 
Sufterings, Truly, faich be, it is not an ordinary common ſþriit that will 
fit men for ſuch Work ; and whea I think of that froward and bitter 
carriage which till I find, and now leave among the People of God, 
I wonder what God will do upon it, and fear the conſequence, it ic 
be not repented of and remoy2d. And then again, he renewed his a- 


. forefaid; dying Requeſts, which he had meationed the night before , 


further catreating that everyone would make it their buſineſs, to per. 
ſwade all parties of God's People, how differing ſoever in their Opi- 
nions, to give no further advantage to the Common Enemy, by their 
ſill contiaued #wnbrotherly diſtances and diviſions, but that they would 
rather exhort and .admoniſh each other,' and fer upon a pres and 
friendly Converſe together; which ( he ſaid) is one of the belt means to 

unice 
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unite and Rirengthen. And for this, he again propounded Dr. Pre- 
ſon's Counſel and Example, one, of whom (faith he) 1 may truly 
fay, that he was a man of the moſt excelent parts, the ſweeteſt Friend, 
and the moſt ſavory Chriſtian that ever 1 was acquainted with. 

A Friend coming in that he had not ſeen before, but wiſhed for, 
made haſte to one of the other Priſoners who expeRed him, and ſo 
took leave of him ; then he taking the ſaid Friend by the hand, de. 
fired him to remember him very kindly to his Brethren and Fellow. 
Sufferers, and tell them, faith he, that I pray for them as I am able, 
and defire them to do the like for me, That God may appear for ns, and 
with ns, and be magnified by our Death. 

Then ſpeaking afterwards of his re» Brethren, that firſt ſuffered in 
this Cauſe, Thoſe (faith he) thar went firſt, had the greateſt Hononr, 
and uſually they that have the firſt Honour in Sufferings, have an av 
fwerable Aſſiftance and Preſence of God with them ; but we that fol- 
low them may haply miſs of ſuch eminent Appearances as they had 
with them, Nay, faith a Friend, but why do you fay ſo? were nor 
their Aſſifances for the encouragement of others? and hath not God 
been very much with you ? and do you not even at this preſent find it 
ſo ?\ why therefore ſhould you now doubt? To which he anſwered, 
It is true indeed, you ſpeak well, I muſt confeſs I can ſay, Eben-ezer, 
Hitherto God hath helped me, and I hope, faith he, he will Rill do it, 
and enable me from former experiences to truſt Him to the laſt ; only 
this I find, that all my Comfort and Support comes in by 


a preſent 
Faith, I remember, faich he, that ſpeech of fe Thy 


People ſhall be willing in the day of thy Power; and } 

ſupernatural Power that muſt make fleſh and blood ng: and, Oh 
chat I may be willing ! I deſire to be fo, for God doth not love an 
wnwilling ſacrifice,chat mult be pulled and baled like a Dog in a ſtring. 
No, the excellency of our ſervices, is from the freeneſ+ and readineſs 
of our performance, whea in fincerity and in cruth, 

' Bleſſed be God faith one, I am comforted to hear you ſpeak thus. 
If God (faith he) will be with me, I ſhall both ſpeak and do too. Ah, 
faich he, when I think of Srephen the Proto-martyr, how the Heavens 
opened upon him, and what a fight they Mye him of che Son of God, 
whillt the ſtones were abour his ears, it much encourageth me. Some 
thiok, faith he, it was the inte»ſneſs of Stephen's natural eye, at thar 
time raiſed and ftrengthened on purpoſe to behold that mioft comfort- 
able and glorious obje& ; but if God will pleaſe to give me an ee 
of Faith to behold him at the Throne of his Father, interceding for 

R, ; me, 
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me, and ready to receive me when I am giving up the ghoſt, and powrin 
out my blood for him, it will do as wall? ab ("che wean ke 
Jeſus Chriſt, faith he, his complear and moſt unſported Righteouſneſs ! 
the vg ty 6 of the Lamb ſlain from the beginning of the world ! 
Ah! how glorious is ic to appear before God in that Robe ! Oh ! that 
I may be found not having mine own righteouſneſs, bur the Righteoul- 
nels of rhis Son of God upon me, Then a Friead telling him, that fo 
long as he held there, he would have good hope indeed, and a ſolid 
and ſound peace ; for it is that Righteouſneſs that. we muſt all truſt to, 
if ever we get to Heaven, Yea, faith he, and through Grace I have 
truſted coic; and the more I think of it, the more I cleaveto it, and 
ſee the need of it ; me-thinks it grows upon me, 1am greatly raiſed 
with my expeRations from it, elſe I am ſure I ſhould have ſunk long 
ere this time 2 but till I can ſay, Ebenezer, (an expreſſion much uſed 
by him ) hitherto God hath eived me. 

About an hour before the Sleds came, he was ſpeaking of the Pro» 
vidence of God in freeing his mind from cares and diftractions about 
matters of this world : Had I had an Eftare (faith he) to leave behind 
with my Relations, I ſhould have been troubled abour the drvidrg 
and difþoſing of it ; one would have been asking this of- me, another 
would have been asking that, but now I am eaſed of all thac trouble; 
what Eftate I had, 7 fpent it all in the Parliament ſervice, and now 
muſt leave my poor Wife and Children to the good Providence of God, 
and the love of ſuch Friends as he ſhall leafs to ſtir up to pity them ; 
and then ſpake to ſuch as were preſent, that they would ſhew what 

mdnels x could to his defolare Wife, there fianding by him : at 
wth, when ſhe fell a weeping, he turning to her, faid, 4h my Dear, 

all we part in a ſhower? may 1 not ſay, faith he, as our Saviour 
did to the daughters of Jeruſalem, Weep not for me, but weep for yorr 
ſelves, and the Calamities that are coming npon you , for verily, faith 
he, you are entring into great Sufferiogs, and ſuch as I am perſwaded, 
faith he, will ſhortly ſend ſome of you after us, np into our Country, 
lifting up his eyes cowards Heaven. 

' Not long after the noiſe of the Horſes and Sleds were heard, as they 
came in at the Tower-Gates, which one telling him of, and ſaying 
that the Sleds were come, he turning quick about, Call you thens 
Sleds (faith he ) they are the Chariots which are ſent to fach ws to 
Heaven : adding preſently thereupon, / ſhall now go from the Tower 
to my Coronation; Which words he utrered again, before he went, that 
morning, 
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As the Difcourſe went on ( for he was alwayes dropping ſome ex- 
cellenc ſpeech or other) when it was his turn to ſpeak, he affeQionatly 


couched upon that place, in Kows, 8, 19 to 24. Where mention is made 


of the earneſt expettation of the Creature tobe delivered from bon- 
age; the word ( faith he ) Ggnifies ſuch an expeQation as one hath 
that puts his head ont at a window, to ſee whether the party looked 
for be coming, and within fight ; Even fo (faith he) it is with me now 
(moviog his head rowards the window ) : Afe-thinks I look, for the 
Bridegroom, me-thinks he us nigh, yea, very nigh, even at the door 
there, pointing that way with his hand. 

His Opinicn being asked, what he thought of che Cauſe of God, that 
now ſeems to lye in fo ferleyn a condition, and to have milcarried 1o 
much, befides the hopes and expeQations of them that fear and love 
_ the Lord ? Truly, faith he, how jw#ty it is come upon us, I need nor 

relate, and by what mieans too, it is vifble enough, God's own Peo- 
ple haye done fooliſhly, yea, have jinned greatly, How worldly did 
they grow ? how high and (lift againlt each other ? How folicitous 
and buſie was every one, to fet up his ewn Party and [ntereſt when 
power was in his hand, without mindizg the general and common 
welfare of their Brethren ? The truth is ( laith he )) all Parties have 
been blame-worthy,and every one more or leſs hath contributed to the 
common heap of Guilt, and may look to ſhare in the Puniſhment , yet, 
ſaich he, could we ſee an humble, ſelf-denying, ſelf-judging, and re- 
forming Spirit among all parties of good men, and an hearty readineſs 
and endeavour in every one to write, heal, and cloſe up breaches be- 
eween God and themſelves, much might be hoped z bur withcuc this, 

how weak and feeble muſt our hopes needs be? ſo that though 1 
net (faith he) but God will revive his Cauſe again, and in due time, 
not only give it a new life, but make it flouriſh more than ever, yet 
not till his People have repenred, and gotten their Pardon ſealed, I re- 
member (faith he) that Text, in Pſal. 79. 8. Remember not againſt 
# former Iniquities ; or ( faich he) as the Dutch Notes hath it, the 
Triquities of them which have been before. And ſure then ( ſaid he) 
if former Iniquities, and the Iniquities of them that have been before, 
mult be prayed againſt, till they be forgiven and forgotten, ere berter 
times can be expected ; then preſent [niquities mult be done away al- 
ſo. The People of God had need look about them, and ſee whar it is 
that hinders Mercy, that keeps good _ from them, and remove 
it as faſt as they can, elſe in vaia will their hopes be, | 
; | Indeed, 
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Indeed, we are” apt, faich he, to be quick, in our expeRations for 
good, but /low-in our amendments, 1 remember a paſſage (faith he) in 
the Datch yAnetations, upon the words of Eve ( Gey, 4. r.) when 
Cain Was born ; ' { have gotten a man ( ſaid ſhe ) from the Lord, 
underfianding thereby, the promiſed Seed which ſhould break the Ser- 
pents head; as if Cain had been chat promiſed Seed, when as it proved 
quite otherwiſe, God having another channel for that pretious Seed to 
be conveyed through, »ot ſo ſoon by far in the time of it, 35 Eve drea- 
med of. Even ſo (faid he) we are apt to conclude upon promiſed 
Mercies to be accompliſhed about ſ#ch or ſuch a time, and by ſuch 
or ſuch Inſtruments, buc we may be deceived ; and yet God will not 
be worſe than his Ward, or let the Faith and Prayers of his People 
g0 away aſhamed. As for his Enemies, they ſometimes ſeem to carry 
all before chem, and think to remove every perſon and thing that crol.. 
ſeth their deſign ; but they conſider not that God is able to finde or 
makes new Inſtruments for his own Service and Glory, when the old 
ones are gone : but the worlt that they do, or can do, even then when 
their Power and Rage is greateſt, is more Gods work, than their own ; 
For, what is it can come to paſs without his fore-ordination and ap* 
pointmeng, or can poſſibly happen contrary to his wiſe Decree ? Our 
Adverfaries think now by this their ſeverity towards us, to adyan- 
rage their own cauſe ; whereas who can tell but that God may ger 
bimſelf more honour, and we may do him more ſervice by our Deaths 


- (how ſharp and ignominicus ſo ever they be) than ever we did #2 af 


the time of our Lives ? 

His Wife weeping ( as ſhe often did ) at his heavenly difcourſe, 
ſaying, Oh ! what a precions Husband ſhall I loſe 1 he faid to her, 
Ah! my dear heart, why dolt thou weep thus ? may I not fay unto 
thee, as Paxl did to his Friends at Ceſaria (Act, 21. 13.) What mean 
you to weep and to break my heart ? for I am ready, not to be bound 
only, but to dye for Chriſt, He died for me, and gave his Life for me , 
and what greater honour can befall me, than to die for him ? and ta« 
king his Wife by the hand, faid, Truly ol, row wilt greatly engage 
my heart to thee, if thou wilt now willingly yeeld me up to Ged. 

Time haftening, the Warders defired the Company to deparr, and 
lefr only two or three Friends in the Room with him, belides his Wife 
and Son, Now, faith he, as ere-while I took leave of the Creatwres, 
let me take leaye of Duties too, at leaft in this place,and with you my 
Friends and dear Relations : for I may now fay, Farewel Faith, and 
farewel Hope; but welcome Love, for that ſhall remain (till, eyen for 

ever z 
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ever}, fince I may truly fay with my old Friend, Dr. Preftor, 1 ſhall 
only change my place, but not my Company ; words uttered by him, 
when with a tudden death he went to Heaven, 

Then he prayed briefly, but with molt pirhy words, full of life and 
power, ſome of -which were as followeth. 

Oh holy and dear God and Father, the Father of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, and my Father, look down upon thy poor Worms with an eye of 
mercy, that is now coming to Thee ; it will be an hour of darkneſs if 
Thou ſhineſt not, ſhine therefore, O thou Fountain of Light and Love ! 
how elſe ſhall thy poor Worm be comforted, or enabled to go through 
what be is to ſuffer ? O take the ting of Death away ; how dreadful 
will che thoughts of Death be, if that be not done ? how ſhall thy poor 
Worm graple with the King of Terrors, if Thow be not with him, to 
ſtand by him and ſupport him ? Oh let all the Sins of thy poor Worm be 
done away,waſh thow his Soul in thy Sons blood ; Remember not againſt 
him former 1niquities, but prevent him with thy tender Mercies now 
when T hou haſt brought him ſo very low. Accompany thy Servant 
whither he # going : take the Soul of thy poor worm into thy Boſom and 
let thy boly Angels be in readineſs to receive it, With more words 
to the like effect. - 

Whilſt he was finiſhing his Prayer, there was a noiſe at the door, 
occalioned by ſome that haſted to come in (oot knowing what he was 
about) co tell him that he mult prepare for the S/ed, but that he ſhould 
be called-for the laſt of the three. 

In the mean while he fitted himſelf for his Journey ; and firſt be- 
thought himſelf of his Cap, ſaying, MuFt I not carry a Cap to the 
Galews ? and fo looked out the bett he had, Truly ( faid he) 1 had 
almoſt forgot it, but it may well be excuſed, for [ have not been wſed 
to theſe things, 

Then he took his Bible ( which he promiſed co ſend back and give 
to his Keeper when he ſhould have done with it) and put it into his 

cket to carry with him as his beſt and ſureſt Friend and Companion 
bh in the Sled, and at the Gallows, Next, ;he put a little bortle of 
Cordial into his pocket for his uſe by the way, it occaſion ſhould be ; 
but I hope (faith be) 1 ſhal find a better Cordial, elſe 1 kyow T ſhall 
faint for all this, This done, an@his clean linen got on, viz. Band and 
Cuffs, with his Cloak clean bruſhed and ficted about him, and alſo 
a new pair of Gloves put on, which his Wife had provided for him 
and which he called bi Wedding Gloves, he was now in readineſs 
when-ever he ſhould be ſent for : which a Friend taking notice of, 

pur 
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ut him in mind of a ſpeech which fell from him the night before, ſay- 
ing, Sir, you aid laſt night, the Br:degroom was ready, and the Mar. 
riage-Smpper was ready, and the Robes and Crown were ready, but 
that you were not ready ; Me-thinks you are ready now ! and a ver 
trim and handſom Bride ! to which he ſmrl;ngly replyed, Aml1 fo? 
the Lord make me ſo ; bleſſed be God, I can fay I am willing to it, 
as I have good reaſon, for I am ſure *tis the beft Bridegroom that ever 
was, that 1 am going to, And you need not be aſhamed to go, faich 
his Friend, confidering what garments you art cloathed with, and how 
you are deckgd ( alluding to thoſe words in 1ſa, 61, 10.) To which 
he replyed, What-ever we have of that kind, it is all of our Bride. 
groow's own coſt ; He is not like other Bridegrooms, for, He parcha- 
Geub bi Bride, he cloaths her, and he adorns her ; whatever beauty 
ſhe hath upon ber perſon, or love in her heart towards the Bridegroom, 
'tis He only that put it in her, 

Some of the Warders at the door, asking if he would pleaſe to 
go? Doth the Gentleman- Jaylor call for me, faith he ? No, faid 
they. Then, ſaid he, 7 have not my Warrant yet to go, 1 muſt fq 
for that firſt, till that come,” my duty ts to be paſſive ; it being wit 
me, as it Was with Petey, who was to be carried whither he would 
not ; yet when Iam called, 7 hope then 1 ſhall go without further 
bidding. Then he reminded us of _ in the way of our duty, and 
in chat ro cruſt God ; bur take heed (faith he) of negleR of duty, take 
heed of ſinful complyances, of apoſtatizing from God ; take heed of 
Superſtition, Popery, 1dolatry; keep cloſe ro God and his Truth ; 
Oh! truſt God, cruſt in him, and then he will neyer leave you, 

And now a Meſſenger was indeed come, to tell him, that the Sheriffs 
were ready for him ; and 1 for them, ſaith he, and fo preſently hafined 
away,Wichout taking leaye of his Wife ; which one perceiving, ſaid to 
him, Will you not ſpeak to your Wife before you go? O yes,faid he,and 
then curning back, ſaluted her, and commitring and commending her 
ro the Lord, bid her farewell : bur ſhe clinging io him, cryed our, Oh 
my dear Hutband ! my\preciow Husband ! what an Hutband ſhall 7 
ow loſe ! whom 1 have not prized, whom I have not improved as 1 
ought and might have done ! Oh, faith ſhe, what will become of me ! 
At which carriage of his Wife, though ſome tears were ready to fart 
from his eyes, yer he conquered himtelf, and raking his Wite by the 
hand, faid, O my dear Wife, ſhall we part in a (hower ? (Which words 
he had uſed on occaſion once before) be contented, faid he, God will be 
an Huiband and « Father to thee and thine,with other ſuch like good 
words, 


\ 


45 ome occaſional Paſſages of Mr. Mikes Corbet, | 
words, - and fo kiſſing her, turned to his Son Miles, whom he- took 
by.the hand and Heel him alſo, 'and then. haftened <o the Sled, des 
ns bs Friend to flay with his Wife and his Son to comfort them, 

- When he was bound ia the Sled, and ready to be drawn away, one 
that had. ſhewed him ſome kindneſs in the tirne of his Impriſonment, 


E: took him by the hand, and asked him how he did > Me-thizks, faich 


he, [ begin to ſce the Lord appearmg, looking up to che Skies, which 
at thaz time (faid he that he ſpake to) were as clear and bright as he 

had ever ſeen them : To this Friend Me, Corbet ſaid, Farewel, and 
the Lord requite you for all the Civilities that 1 have received from 
ou 


| As herid along he carried his Bible in his hand, wich his eyes much 

fixed upon the World ever him that he was now going to; and being 
naturally a. very black, ſwarthy, melancholy man, and aged alſo, his 
countenance ſeemed fad and dejeRed at a Fane, which cauſed ſuch 
groper 22 kaTw him oor, 'to. think his heart within too. was like his 
ace Without, but they were much miftaken ; for,though he abounded 
not, nor was lifted up.with rayiſhiog. joyes,. as ſome have been, yer 
he had an inward, firm, ſolid, well-ſetlzd Peace and Comfort, which 
Was not now new to him, . but. which he, had enjoyed and lived upon 
many years : as 1s evident by many paſſages. which came from him 
even while in the Sled, take rwo for inſtance till more come. 

When one asked how it was with him, .after he had been drawn 
a good -part of his. way.? he gave this chearful anſwer, / am wel 
zow, faith he, . but 1-ſhall be better anon, when I am gotten yonaer, 
above that place, pointing to the Heavens before him. | 

Not long before he got co the end of his Journey, - one came from 
a Friend to the Sled fide, to tell him, that endeavours were uſed to ger 
his Body for burial. What care 7 (faith he) what becomes of my Body 
when ] am dead ; let them do what they will with it, I bleſſe God my 
Soul is ſafe, | 

Many other excellent Paſſages are yet behind, ſcattered in the hands 
of ſeveral Priends, which cannot be yer brought together ; but care is 
taken that they ſhall not be loſt, bur are all preſeryed to a more large 
Account, when the afore-mentioned Hiſtory of his Life and Death 
comes our, together with ſeyeral chozce Letters *of his, very worthy 
of Record ; All which will ask ſome time to prepare, 3nd pur them 
into due order for the Preſſe, 
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The Several SPEECHES and PRAYERS, of 
Col. Folm Okey, Col. John Birkftead, and Miler Corbet, _* 
E/q; at the place of Execution, April 19. 166 2. Ky 


J Pon April x9. 1662. being the day appointed for the Executi. 

| on of Col, Jobn Barkſlead , Col. Hobs Okey, and Miles Cor. 

ber, Eq, who were drawn on three ſeveral Hurdles from the 

Tower to Thbwrn ; Col. Barkſtead was firſt brought tothe 

place of Execution,and then Col. Okey, and then Mr, 24. Corber,who 

at a good diſtance of time one after another mounted a Cart, which 
was prepared for them to ſtand in whilſt they ſpake to the people. 

Col. John Barkſtead was the firlt that aſcended the Cart ; And 
as ſoon as he was in, he lifted up his eyes to Heaven, and ſaid, Bleſſed 
be God — and then immediacly one, ſuppoſed to be of the Lifeguard; 
cryed out very loud, 'He is almoſt dead ; if he be not quickly hanged, 
br will be dead before : therefore hang him, hang him, before he be 
quite dead : See how be locks, | 

But, being much ſpent, he waved ſpeaking to that ; And after he 
was tyed up, finding the Rope very firaic, he would fit an the fide of _ 
the Cart to reſt himſelf, bur could not till the Rope was ſomewhat 
Jooſened, After refling himſelf, it was expe&ed he would ſay fore» 
thing before the other Priſoners came, which was at- leaſt half an 
hours diftance, The Sheriff therefore ſpake to him to this effet, ® 

Sheriff. Tow muſt not ſpeak, any thing im juſtification of ſuch an hots 
rid Offence, for which you came hither to ſuffer, | 

To which Col, Barkſtead replyed, 1 cannot fpeakmuch, by reafon Bark#t, 
of the weakneſs of my body, I defire to get as much refreſhment as 7 
can before I fpea , 

Thea the Sherift ſpake to Mr. Haſtings, who was Under-Sherift of Sheriffe, 
the County of cM ddleſex, Will not you difpatch one firſt of all ? 

To which the Under-Sheriff anſwered, We wſe to hang all together. Kn 

Col, Barkſtead then lifted up his eyes and hands to Heaven, | 

Then replyed the Sheriff, Lzt it be according as it #ſe to be. Sheriff. 

Then ſaid the Execationer to Col. Barkfead, Tow may be going on © xecut 
iy your own prayers, and loſe no time- ; 

Barkff. 1 fhall be bur ſhort; and taking ſomething out ef a filver 
Box, pntriog it 1nto his mouth, lifting up his eyes, ſaid, 7 bleſs God, [ 
bave 4 better Comforter than this, EF 
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forry for what he had done? He anſwered, Sir,- /: foul. ' forry fer 
whatever the Lord convinceth, me to by 4 fiv. When ho Lord ſets 
| home that npen my ſoul, I ſhall expreſs it wmto Ged and man; 'axd 
, truly that maſt be from bum alone. + | 

Mr.Th. Then Mr, Thomas Porter ſpake to him. 1 am ſorry to ſee you there; 
Porter. but you will be 4 happy man within this half hour. L 
Bark#t, { have, I bleſs God, an aſſwrance through Jef Chriſt tbat'1 (hall | 
be ſo; but feeling the Carr fiir under hin, as he did ſeveral times be. 
fore, and thereby che 9 pinched him, he defired it might be eaſed. 

Then Col. Okey was brought cowards the Care, and when Col, 
Bark ſtead faw him, he lifted up his eyes and hands, 

Some of the Sheriffs Officers, when Okey came to the Care, aid of 
| him, That he was a taſty ftont brave man as ever fought wr England, 
Sheriff. Thea faid the Sheriff ro Col Okey, 7 hope I wed not give you this 
Cantian, that you make no juſtification of thu horrid Offence, nat to 
: juftifie that Offence for which you are bronght hither this day. - 

Okey. To which Col. Okey made this reply ; Sir, . 1 muſt not /ye for God, 
much leſs for you; 1 hope yaw will give me leave to ſpeak what liernp- 
py 05 m9 confeience, whether I an gailty or not guilty, We will freak, *|- 
2 ſometbing of what lyes upon us, . 
Then Mr, Corber beirg at che Cart ready to come up, Col. Okey 

- fiooping down to help him up, faid, Come brother Corber, how do you ? 
'J* and clapping fits hand upon his break, ſaid, 1 thank God, I þave i 

*bere; Thea tpeakiog to the Sheriff, he ſaid, May 7 have my Hat.on, 
"Of ſtand bare ? 
Sheriff, Which you pleaſe, ſaid the Sheriff, you bave your liberty for that. 
+*- * " Thea Col. Okey addrefſed himſelf co ſpeak to the. People as. fol- 


toweth. 
( vlonel. Okey's Speech, 


GENTLEMEN, z 
*He Providence of God hath brought me to this place, zo pay that 
F which every man oweth, I ſhall not trouble 'you with what is 
ſuperfluous, which is, to tell you of my Family, which of all the Fa- | 
milies in'Zfrae! was the leaſt, and 1 was the leaft of that Fzmily, Ic is | 
not unkaown to moſt here what troubles have been in this Nazion,and 
how eminently che hand of God. did appear therein. Among many 
others that were called forth to ſerve the King and Parliament ( 3s 
then the' Cauſe was lated) I wasone, which I did aihinly, accorde 
iog to the beſt of my power and. knowledge. I here do ble! oy that 
Fe VVas j 
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Twas ealled to chat Work s For 1 hr mens ( that ic 
was forthe Glay of God, and the good of bi Peoyle, ic Was 
mrnedac laſt : and it I had as maay lives, as Þ have hairs on my head, 
I ſhould have ventured them all in that Cauſe, I have won 5.5 
meas wo chat, and I chank God I am fully fatisfied as to that Cauſe : 
but I ſhall fay'no more to that, but only this in general, Thar as the 
Parencs of him that was born bhad, being asked by the Phariſces how 
he came co hisfight ? anſwered, He & of Age, lor hins fpeak for hins. 
ſelf: aad fo che Cauſe is ſufficiently able to ſpeak for it ſelf. But as to 
that vvhich I have beea adjudged for, and am come hither co give my 
Life for, viz, the Death of the lace King, I ſhall only fay thus much, 
That I chink moſt of you know, that I vyas none of the Counſel within 
or without, ncirher did I know any a of the Tryal of the King, or 
who yvere the Judges, till I aw my Name inferred in & Paper ; and 
I'did fit there but- once or twice : bur for any malice to him, I kad 
06 more than to my own ſoul, but prayed for him co the laft hour of 
his hfe,as I did for my ſelf;and fo T have done for this King aJſo, which 
is my duty to-do. I have many handred times fince I wene out of ; "5 

tne 
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this ewo years {aft paſt,and before alſo, begged wich tears of 

, if chere were any iniquicy or malice, or any ching of chat 'nacure 
ia what I did, that God would thew it to me ; yea, the hke 1 did this 
very morning, beſeeching the Lord, that if I had any gyfilt of his Ma- 
jelties blood upon me, or any hatred againſt him, he would-reyeal it 
to-me, thar IT might here confeſs ir before you all. But I have nothin 
upon my ſpirit as tothat, And what ever other men did. I ſhall 6 
nothing to that ; 4s for my ſelf I can ay again,that 1 gor not any thing 
by ir, but remained in the fame condition ; F was a Colonel before, 
and was tio more fince ; / thank the Lord 7 am dear inthat. ( Then, 
making a ſtop, he id; there is ſuch 2 noiſe 7 cannor fpeak) And, Sir, 
I ſhall tell you now vyhat' is upon my fpicic: 7 take, yvhat hath be- 
fallen me as righteous'and juſt from the Lord for my unworthy walk- 
ing, for oy mbre zealous for Gad and his Prople, no. more 
fruixful in my Generation, and no more thankful : bur as for that thing, 
# thank the Lord, 7 haye-no guile upon my fpirit, - And as for all my 
ether ſins; 7 confeſs they are many and'grear, bur? thank the Lord he 
hath-given my ſoul the pardon of them all, throngh the Blood of 
Chiift, for his Name fake, and through'che Riches of hils Gtace, add 
kis. abundant Merey rowards me. And'now I wilt only ſpeaks wotd 
to-our Friends here, You all know we have had many croubles, 3nd 
mich dlood hath been ſhed, and there barh been a yacancy as to 3 
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I wiſh from my ſaul 'he may reign-glatiouſly and ouily 
and reign ere-ſo, as he 'may reign for-cyer. And now they have: 
erey they did defire, 1 wiſh that they would make a rightim- 
proyement of ir, and that they would walk in ſome meaſure anſwer- 
able to that mercy that they have ſo much defired, I ſhall beg this, as 
a dying man, That as they have received a Mercy, which they account 
ſo exceeding great, that they would walk anſwerable to it, that: God 
might have the. glory, and the Nation might yet flouriſh in Peace and 
Righteouſneſs, 1 ſhall beg of theſefGentlemen,and all others chat have 
a great afteRion to their King, chat they would pray more for him, and 
love him more ,; and that they would {wear leſs, and drink lefs : for, 
if you were beyond Sea, ro hear what I have heard of chis Nation, 
it would make your hair ſtand on end, and your ears to tingle, They 
ſay cerrcainly, that notwithltandiong the great anſwer they have had of 
their defires, yer, if they go on in the way of wickedneſs and Blaſphe- 
my, Which they report do abound in Evg/and, ( for my part I have 
been a cloſe Priſoner, and have ſpoken with no. body almoſt fince I 
came ) that this Nation cannot Rand three years together : therefore 
I ſhall make it my humble requeſt, That as this Nation hath flouriſh- 
ed and gone beyond other. Nations in Piery and Religion, it might flou- 
riſh cen times more than it hath done chis many years upon the ſame 
account, It hath been a Nation that hath proteſt che Goſpel, which 
indeed hath flouriſhed here more than in any other Kingdom, and fo 
it hath had more glory and honour than other Nations ; and I defire 
it may continue, that you may have Peace within your Palaces, and 
Plenty within your Dwellings. Oh that every man would tudy in his 
place to fear God, and honour the King, and to give glory ro God, 
and walk in ſome meaſure anſwerable to thoſe many mercies they have 


. and do enjvy.; And; that as they have what they ſo much d 
. every man woyld now beg that the Goſpel may flouriſh, and thac 


Righteouſneſs and Truth may be in the midſt of you. There is ſome- 
thing that I ſhall ſpeak more, I would be loch to ſpeak ſo, as to offend 
you 1 aoy thing. ( Then replyed the Sheriff, / am glad to hear theſe 
Expreſſions from you.) Sir, let me tell you, becauſe it's a yery great 
matter, and Jooks like a black thing that is chatged upon us in the /»- 
diftment, I ſhould have abhorred ic, had there not been a face of 
Authority, an Authority that then was owned ; had it not beenffſo, I 
ſhould have abhorred tro have done any thing in that bulineſs, as-much 
Way Gent, here: therefore, I thank God, I haye peace —_ 
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teven as I am of my Reſurre&ion, That that Cauſe which we firſt 
rook up the Sword for, which was for Righteouſneſs, and.for Juſtice, 
and for the advancement of a gedly Magitiracy, and a good Miniftery 
(however ſome men turned about for their own ends 5 ſhall yer ce. 
vive again. I am confident, 1 fay, That Cauſe for which ſo much | 
Bleod hath been ſhed, will have another ReſurreRion z that is, You 
will haye a bleſſed fruit of thoſe many thouſands, thathave been killed 
in the late War: But I would leave this co all my Brethren and Friends, 
that they would keep their places, wait upon God, ftand fiill and ſee 
the Salvation of God ; and rather ſuffer than. do any thing to deliver 
themſelves by any indireR or unjult wayes, -If his Majelty had been 
caſed to have given me my Lite , or. if I had come oyer, or heard, 
(for I had a Warrant for my return iato' England from the Houſe of 
Commons, but I fell ſhort two dayes, and ſo was fain to go back ) 
time enough of the Proclamation ; I would through the blelſing of 
God have lived quietly, and rather have ſuffered than bave done any 
thing againſt the Law of the Land, and I would fay this to all good 
men and others : Rather © luffer than take any indireRt means to de- 
liver themſelves ;. but co wait upon God, keep their way, ſtand fiilland 
ſee the Salvation of God : And God, when it ſhall make moſt for his 
own-Glory, and the good of his People will deliver, and chat in ſuch a 
way, that himſelf ſhall haye Glory in, and the Goſpel ſhall have no 
Reproach by. Bar becauſe ſome think we are enemies to Magiſtracy, 
and Miaiſtry ; . I ſhall only fay this, That I alwaies (I thank the 
Lord ) did pray both for ifiracy and Miniſtry , and that you 
1oht have righteous Laws efigbliſhed, that ſo Judgement may run 
down like a Srweam, and Righteauſneſs like a mighty River ; And that 
ſhall be my Prayer now, That God would give you Peace and Truch, 
and ſcatter them that delight in. Blood and War. 


| Mr. Corbet's Speech, 


V Eare now dying Men,and upon dying ground, & we are now 
{, in the preſence of the great God, to whom we are now go- 
ing:Truly I defire to ſpeak in His | As touching that which we are here 
come to ſuffer for. 1 will only ſay this (Mr. Sheriff ) both che Levyio 
of the War,and that AR that we are now accuſed and condemned for, ? 
they had been done without Authority,they had been abominable; and 


to zultifie that Authority, I do not cowe here to do ic, The Parliament, 
the 
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Wiſdom of the Nation,that gow.ls, bath decrytd i da yer 
void arbusd arent. que wh have bor Waogh 

cheir Judgoment, have given a; x" | | us. -Ituly fo lon 
char AQ of Parliament flands on toor, Judges muſt give Jucgeman tc. 
cording mens chere bath been many Appeals about that Aurhoricy, 
and the Nation hath been governed by it, and the Nations about us 
have owned ir, and we are now going to God whe is the Righteous 
Judye, and that Word is npoa my heart, I/a-33..22, Truly may 
judge, and they may. make Laws, and ir is our duty co ſubmit to the 
Laws of the Nation, or leave ic if we think them too hard, But what. 
ſoever Laws are made, God is our Judge,and he will Judge this Cauſe, 
and God'is our Law-giver : Ir isa Scripture phraſe, God ir onr Law. 
giver, and He is alſo. our King, and be will ſave w : He will Fudge 
the Cauſe of his People : And I hope that the minds of ſober Men will 
waic for that Judgment. Truly Mr. Sheriff, as concerning that common 
n laidtupon us, that we ſhould be againſt Magiſtrates and Mini- 
fiery; the Lord knows it is my Principle, and I dehre there may be a 
ſetled Government, a godly Ma gittracy, and likewiſe a godly 
eyes Furs Nation, And pray God grant that his People may 
be b under them ; and cruly, for the Magiltrate that now1s, the 
| handof God hath brought him iato the Throne ; while I have been in 
other Nations, I have blefled God, and deſired the Lord that he may 
Rule for God, and be a terror to evil-doers, and countenance the'true 


Profeſſors ofthe true Procelianc Religion,chat he may_ defend both Re. 
ligion T.4elF and the Profeflors of ir, Truly-there haye been many (as 
they call-them ) Se&s-and Herefies, that have ſprung up in theſe later 
times; bur bleſſed be God, there haye been allo great appearances of 
| God, and much Light is broken out; more in this Nation, than I 
| couldever hear of or ſee in theNations round about,chough they profeſs 
the fame Religion. I have been a whom they call | 
Proteltants, bur of true Proteſtants, tuch as hold out their Profeffion in 
their Lives, there are more 11 this Nation than elſe-where, and they are 
not to be compared for number, bleſſed be God, and the Lord, j 
them, and mulciply them daily ; For the glory of the Nation is\ner tos 
Mulcitnde-of People onely, bur of fuch as Fear the Lord, and Worſhip. 
. God, and life up his a+ ; andrruly my _ and Prayers, Tris 
the Goſpel, the crue and glorious of , the Golpel of, Jeſus 
oa have a free courlc in trig; bel agd may were in 
thE Lives of men as well as in ther Words, PN gE 
. As fot theparticular Way of Worſhip that I am of, I ſhall ny 
: Y, 


"ns *. = 


, « 
_— n 
VL * 
Y 
- 
Cas < 


” F ES" 
»& 


"a 


o OG GE 3h <4 th- - þ ' | . 


$5.0608: etc and Conſcience 1 have 2nd do underfiand this 

whikh is called the Cong nal way, co be nearclt 10: the Word of 

God, and { ds freely bear my Teftimony ro the Confeffion of it, thac 

is extant, which was made at che Seavey - Burt with this,that alſo of the 

—_—— Divines that was made in the time of the Long Parliament, 

and t claration they made concerving Religion, ſaving only as to-the 

diſcipline-part : As to the other I do fully ſubſcribe unto it; hs I think 

that the ſaid Confeſſions are the moſt clear of ay Proreſtanc Confeſſions 

(whereof Thave ſeen divers) that are extant. And in Fotieigh parts 
will confefſe as much, 

Mr, Sheriffs, As to what I ſhall defire for the Nation, ( for truly 
we are taking-our leaves of ic, and we ſhall ſee your faces no more.) 
that which I upon the knees of my ſoul do beg for this Nation, is, That 
25 they are Proteſtants in Name, and take thac upon them in Profeſſion, 
fo their Lives may be anſwerable, Fay nothing doth more dread 
my fpirir, and cauſe me to fear the Wrath of God to come upon this 
Nation, then when I hear that amongſt thoſe which bear the Names 
of Proteſtants, there is ſuch Prophaneneſs, Drunkenne(s, Sweating, and 
fuch Abominations that are not ro be named, no not amo "Ptorat. 
men. The Lord ſtop the courſe of them, as alſo the growth of Popery 
and Superſtirion, and that the Truth of God may break forth, and 
that men mey love it: for truly, the Goſpel is worth the loving ; the 
Truths of God are wotth loving : And if we love chem, then ttuly 
God will love us, and bes us. | 

Mr, Sheriffs, For my own part, if there wete any here that T knew 
I had wronged, I would ask them pardon and forgiveneſs, if I knew 
them, Tmnſt confeſs, 7 have been in many publick ations; 7 haye 
been of atche Parliamencs ſince the late King's Reign ; aad in the be- 
ginning of this Parſjamene, 7 mult confeſs ( 7 being called to it ) did 
think it was my duty , to act according to the ability God gave me, 
and to deny my ſef, 7 chank God for it, 7 eame with an Eflate to the 
Parliament ; and 7 bleſs God for it, 7 ſpent it while 7 ſat in the Par. 
liament. And-truly, / chank God, they cannot find any Efface that / 
have forfeired ; for / have none to forfeir, This buſineſs that we are 
here for, / was very far from being a Contrivgr of, When che Bill 
came into the Honſe, 7 rraft confels, 7 being a Member of the Parlia» 
ment, did fornewhac wonder at it,and 7 did againſt it : but when 
it was paft, and 7 was named, to be a Commiſſioner, truly, a 
dove by that, that was then called che Authority of cz Narion, 7 

think 7 was boundco- obey is that reſpeR. 7 will ſxy no more. —_— 
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Fat but once in that they called che High Courrof JulticE big for ther 
I'e ſay no more. 7 do not come to condema that Autheriry and Poaw- 
er ; neither will 7 now (becauſe the Parliament,and the Nation, and the 
. - Spirics of Mea are againſt ic) juſtific it. (And being a little interrupted, 
he ſaid) 7 will nor ſpeak to oftend any man. Truly, / thank God, 7 ne. 
ver got any thing,eicher of Kings Lands,nor Biſhops,nor Dean & Chap- 
rers Lands, 7 never knew what longed to the Trade of Buying or Sel- 
ling Lands. 7 chought 7 was in a berter way, lopking to that Statioa 
which God had called me to : And as my Brother ſaid, Jet 'men hold Y F) 
to their Stations, and ro What God hath called them,and ſo ſerve God 
and their Countrey, and let them not be afraid, And 7 think it is the 
honour of good Chriſtians, and of' good People, to be obedient to the 
Government they arg under, and:to uphold it ro the utrermoſt, 7 haye 
not much;moxe to ſay 3: If 3ny man hath done me any wrong, ( as / 
; perceived when wecame along, ſyme peoples tongues were againft us) 
_ 7 pray God forgive thew, T'%& tg.pot to open.my mouth againſt any 
b- of thoſe Reproacheg we met with. Stywg:7 perceived did expreſs their 
-_ _-, love, and their love to my ſoul; and / hope God will hear their Pray- 
- ers, And while we arc in the Land of the Livioe, / ſhall defire to do 
as we have done fince his Ma jelty came unto; the Government. Whea ! 


we were in Holland, we did piay for the King and the Government, 
and defired of the Lord. that they might ſertle:Peace in the Nation ; 
which if we love our Countxey we ought to rejoyce in, and our pri- 
wate intereſts muſt give way to it. And truly 7 ſhall defire eyen from 
very ſoul, that if any man here or elſewhere hath wronged me, that 
the Lord would forgive them. And truly the Court of Juſtice that pafi 
their Judgement upon us, as the Law ſtagds, Ithink, did according to 
their Places, And if we may have liberty in a few words to commend 
our ſelves to God, I ſhall trouble you no further, And I thank youfor 
your Civility. | 
F...- Then Collonel Okey ſpake a few words, as followeth. 
3 Col Mr. Sheri . x 
* Obes, - I vill nortrouble you with any thing that he hath ſaid, ſomething of 
& which I thought to (peak, as ro my own Judgement, Bur this I would 
| leave among you that live in the land of che living, I have beea in 
moſt Reformed places where they call themſelves Proteffants, but I 
mult tel you, chere is a great deal of difference between their Miniſters 
and the Mioifters that be in England ; and fo of their Profeſſors, And 
therefore as God hath given you ſuch Miniſters as ſearce any other Na- 
tion hach befides, ſo that you would honour and reipeR them ; wow 
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thoſe. that'are Profeſſors and godly People; nor 
_, but thoſe that are ye ſeek, that you would countenance them, 
and honouc them : for, as for Miniſters and People that live according 
to the Word, I think there is aot ſuch again in the World as are to be- 
found in theſe Nations, TI ſhall add ege word further. 

I was, as near as I can reckon, a Major and Colonel fixteen years 
in the Army, (I only ſpeak that, becauſe I have a word to fay to ano- 
ther thing ) I do not know whoſe Ox or whoſe Aſs I took away in 
that ſixteen years time ; and if I have done any man any wrong, I hope 
and defire they wil forgive me,as one that had many failings. And who- 
ever hath proceeded againſt my Life, either in England or Holland ( for 
there was one (who formerly was my Chaplain) that did purſue me co 
the very death, where I remained but ewo tights, and.was going 
again, for I had done my buſineſs) Burt boch bim, and all ochers upon 
the Earth, I forgive as freely, as I defire'the Lord to forgive me. I 


have no. malice eicher to Judge or Jury, bur defire that the Lord would 
forgive them; as alſothoſe 1a Holans that ſent us over, contrary to 


what they did eagage to my Friebds : We will fay nothing of them, 
bue pray God that our blood may not be laid to their charge, nor to” 
the charge of any in England. 

Then Col, Barkftead addreficed himſelf to ſpeak, as followeth, 


Colonel Barkſtead's Speech. 
Mr. Sheriff, | 

Shall as near as I can obſerye your order, and not williagly do any 
] thing that ſhall give offence. 1 muſt confeſs the weakneſs of my bo- 
dy is ſuch, Which hath not been of a day, bur of a long time, that ic 
will not give me liberty to ſpeak much ; and I haye had this adyan- 
tage, that my Brethren have ſpoken before me, and were I to ſpeak 
at large, T muſt ſpeak over the fame things which they have ſpoken 
already, and I am uawilling to trouble you with that, becauſe you 
id your time was overſlipe, and therefore I ſhall enly ſpeak to the 
Cauſe, as ic was at firſt Rated, ( and, IT hope, without offence we may 
fay ſomething to that, fo far as the ARts of Parliament have ſealed it 
up, or rather left ic open, Truly,chereia I did engage very freely at the 
beginaing of the War, for King and Parliament , and ia the place to 
which 1 was choſen, I bleſs the Lowd he made me faichfull co thoſe IT . 
ſerved: as to what hath been ſince thar, I (hall forbear to ſpeak to, 
oaly in the generalſay, That before, and fince I came into this late 
wouble, I bave begged of che _ to give me a fight of all my _, 

an 
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© and ſhew me a Pardon in the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; which, through 
free grace and mercy, I can fay the Lord hath done, I could not-have 
fiood with ſo much Comfort as I do now at this cime, if he had-not 
given me an affurance of the Pardon of all my fins; and where he 


hath ſpoken Peace, there is none can ſpeak War or Trouble, I con... 


ceive it not proper to give you here an account of my Faith , for if I 
ſhould, I ſhould go very little afide from my Brethren that have ſpoken 
before me: that which hath been my Judgment and my Praice, 
hath been the Congregational way ; I mult own that,and do. I ſhould 
much rejoyce to lee a ſpirit anſwering that great Mercy that the Lord 
hath given to this Nation, IT mean that great Mercy that he hath be.. 
wo in giving them the Goſpel, and gar in ſuch a manger, as truly 

though we have been ſome hundreds and thouſands of miles among 
the Proteſtants abroad, yet 1 do not know it to be fo pure, as itis in 
this Iſle, bleſſed be the Lord : and I hope to the Nation of England 
the Lord will give hearts to walk accordingly. 

And as to the buſineſs of the Government of this Nation, as it now 
ſands, I have prayed for it, and can pray for it, and ſhall as long as T 
have breath pray for it; and do from my ſoul defire that the Lord 
would bleſs the King , and give him a heart to rule for Him, and his 
Glory, and then I am ſure the Lord will proſper him. 

Indeed, as to thoſe that fear the Lord in che Nation, I could wiſh 
that the Lord would ſettle them, and make them of one mind , bur 
that is the wark of che Lord, and it mult lye there ; and cruly, He will 
do it in his time. I mult confeſs I ſpeak the rather to thar, becauſe 
there hath formerly been _— ated by me towards perſons that 
were not of my Judgment, which I have ſeen fince was very hard ; 
and I bleſs God, I have ſeen it, and have been ſorry for it : and 
therefore I do defire that all that fear the Lord, would make ir their 


work and their buſineſs, to ffudy to love God, and to love one ano... 


ther, and ro love the Nation wherein they live, and to give no diſtur- 
bance to ir: For certainly, Sir, I ſhould leave this, as that which the 
Lord hath fetled upon my heart, their work is to fit till, yea, their 
ſtrength is to fir ſtill, for the Lord will do his work in his own time , 
and when he comes to do the work,there is none ſhall hinder, I thin 
ou have had all experience of it in the late works which the Lord 
th done ; for I muſt own it Ms. | 
Indeed, Sir, I am ſorry that my weakneſs of body doth prevent me 
from ſpeaking more to you ; yet I do bleſs God that I haye this op- 
portunity ; All I ſhall ſay further, is, That there js a Truth { = 


- 
. 
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-- hopeT may ſpeak it without offence) that is muth upon my ſpirir,and 
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I am confident I ſhall ſpeak it withoue any offence at all, Ichink we 
are all here Chriſtians, and there is none here (I think) but ſaith the 


-_ Lord's Prayer, and ſayes, Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done in 


Earth as it is in Heaven,cc, and I hope they go through the Prayer, 
and ſay why they do pray that Prayer; alſo ſay, For thine is the K;ng- 
dom, the Power and the Glory, for ever, and ever, Amen, God 
hath given the Kingdoms of the Earth to FE SH S CHRIST, He 
ſhall Reign ; and happy and bleſſed is that King and Nation that hath 
Him for their Kiog, And, certainly, for his Majeſty that now is, to 
reign under Feſ#s C hrift, is no diſhonour at all to him. For CHRIST 
doth, and- ſhall Rule over all che Kings, Princes and Nations in the 
World. And therefore, indeed, this is that Kingdom that is molt cer. 
tain, and that we do defire, and all pray that it may come ; and Ido 
wiſh that all perſons would have a tenderneſs, and not to be at enmity 
wich, nor hate, nor, as much as they can, cut the throats of thoſe thar 
own that Kingdom, and the coming of that Kingdom. 

As to other things, there hath been ſo much ſaid, thar I ſhall forbeas 
ſpeaking ; only this, as to the buſineſs of the King, I bleſs God I can 
ſay ir, I was no Actor or Contriyer, either within or without, I was 
many miles from this place when that was doing : I was put in by the 
Authority that then fat, and I was called and choſen to that work ; 
and zruly, what I did, I did without any Malice, without any Con- 
erivement in the Jealt; and did even to the very laſt pray for him : 
And fince his Majelty that now is. came to the Throne, I have, as I 
have prayed for my own ſoul, prayed for him , and that he may reign 
in Peace and Righreouſneſs, to the Glory of God, and the good of all 
the people of the Nation, I ſhall not trouble you with more, becauſe 
I ſee your time is paſt, and my weakneſs is ſuch that I am neceſlirated 
to break off. 

Then Col. Okey ſpaks further, as followeth, 
Mr Sheriff, 

It is not only our Judgments now, but it was our PraRtice when 
we were beyond the Seas; we did ſhun any Diſputes, nay, we avoy- 
ded occafions of ſeeing our own Countrymen, becauſe we would haye 
nothing to do with the affairs in Eng/ane, but to pray for them, and to 

erſwadeto be quiet, and to fit (till ; fo that we may fay, as Par/did 
in another caſe, They neither found us in the Temple diſputing , or 


wrangling, or ſtirring #p the People ; only our work was to pray for 


them. 
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bo - rber's Prayer, © oO 
Then Mr, Corbet faid, Now we have done ſpeaking ta meh, we may. 
now ſpeak unto our God ; truly, he mult help us, and give us his ewn 
Spirit : men may ſay prayers and reade them, but to pray in the Spirit, 
and to pray ſo, as to be accepted wich God, requireth much Rirength 
and affiliance from Him, Then Mr, Corbet adtrefſed himfelt to 


Prayer. 


Mr," Corbet's Prayer. 


Lord our God, our dear and beavenly Father ; Thou that art 

} the great and mighty God, the God of Glory : all the Nations of 

the World are unto thee as the drop of the bucket, and as the duſt of 
the ballance, O Lord, what are we then that are duſt and _, 
finful duſt and aſhes? O ! look, upon #4, lookwpon a jn our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt that great Mediator. O we defire to come to thee in the 
Name of that bleſſed Mediator ; we pray thee let us have acceptance 
through Him; O that we might come unto the Throne of Grace through 
Him, and obtain Mercy as thy merciful hand, and finde Grace and 
Help now in this time of need. Truly, Lord, it is 4 day, a day of need 
for thy poor Worms that ſtand in thy preſence, that are defjiſed of men, 
that are condemned of men, as not worthy to live in the world, O  <F- 
our God, thou mayeſt alſo juſtly deftroy 14, and thou mayeſt juſtly con- 
demn ns, and then wo be to a. Oh ! Forgiveneſs belongs unto thee, 
Mercies belong nnto thee, O Lord, we acknowledge onr Iniquities 
here in thy preſence, and in the face of this great People. O Lord, 
againſt thee, againſt thee only have we ſinned, ovr Iniquities are gone 
over our beads, they are a wnighty burden, too heavy for wm. O Lord, 
we defire eſpecially ro bewail our Goiþel-ſins, our walking wnwortby of 
the Goſpel, our Barrenneſs under all the means of Grace that we have 
enjojed ; our Unthankfulneſs for thoſe Gloriow Appearances of our 
God in theſe dayes, in theſe Nations. O we have withheld thy Truth 
in wwrighteonſneſs : O we defre to bewail our ſins againſt Love, and 
our fins agammſt Light, and onr fins againſt thy Mercies ; though we 
havg profeſſed the Goſpel, and the Truths of Jeſus Chriſt, yet, O Lord, 
wherg is that Love, and that Fruitfulneſs that ſhould have been found 
—_ #4? O how much difſhonour hath thy holy Majeſtic had from u« 
in all our ſtations? O we defire alſo to be bunbled for our Family- 
fivs, and the fins we committed in our ſtations, that thow onr God 
| didſt call to. O Lord, we deſire to acknowledge that thou art jult 
end righteous in all thy Chaſtiſements, thy great Chaſtiſements that 
bave been upon the Nation, and upon #s, and onr Families : We = 
| re, 


| ſhame here in thy preſence, and in the preſence of this great Aſſembly. - 
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thee, and to cover ouy faces wit 
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Wo unto #4, for we have finned againſt thee ! But, Lord, are there not 
Mercier with thee, are there not tender Mercies, multitudes of tender 
Merties, that thow mayeſt be feared? Truly, ſuch poor Wretches as 
we are, coming in unto thee, bave Mercy from thee through Jeſus 
Chriſt. O nheſe fins of owrs, and of every one of us, and theſs multi- 
tnde of fins that thy poor Worms that now ſpeaks i guilty of in thy fight, 
owr Lord Jeſus Chiilt he bath born; He was made (in for ws. Now 
Lord, where ſin is, there is (ame and grief, and curſe, and wrath, and 
death. O Lord, hath not He born ogr fins, and ſo likgwiſe onr ſhame, 
and carried our ſorrows ? O Lord, what ſhame was caſt upon Him, as 
thy poor Worms are at this day and at this time a (hame in the eyes of 
any 4 ent? O Lord, he was deſyiſed and. rejetted of men. O did 
not He ſuffer death ? did not that Righteous one, that Holy one ſuf- 
fer death ? O he dyed for thoſe [ins of ours , He was cnt off from the 
Land of the Living ; He powred-out his Soul unto death. Nay Lord, 
bleſſed Father, it pleaſed thee to put Him to grief, and he hath borx 
our fins ; and 6 Lord, the chaſtiſements of our Peace was laid on 
Him, he was made in for a. Bleſſed Lord, we will lay all oxr fins up- 
on the head of the ſcape Goat, upon owr Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Him thon 
haſt given to be 4 _ Mation. O dear Lord, in bim, and through bus 
Blood thou ha#t found ont a way of Atonement for ſin, and by that one 
Oblation that he once offered, he is able ts ſave. to the uttermo#t all 
that come wnto thee through him. Lord, we come in the blood of that 
Mediation, we deſire to lay hold on the Atonement and Propitiation 
that he hath offered up unto thee ; O he hath ſatisfied thy Aobice : 
He that knew no fin, he was made fin, and thou didft lay onr ſins np- 
on him, and thow ha#t accepted of that ſatisfaftion that he hath made, 
and thou haſt raiſed him from the dead, and ſet him at thy right hand , 
and though he dyed but once, yet by that one Oblation he hath ſatiſ- 
fied for all our ſins. O here is the Blood of God, the Lord Feſms Chriſt, 
which was God and man, O that Righteous one, he loved 5, and dyed 
for us that we might live ; he bare thy Wrath, that we might be recon- 
ciled, that we might find mercy ,; yea, and through him thou art mer-. 
ciful. Thow God of Mercy, ſhew Mercy to owr ſouls, and to the ſobls 
of all thoſe in this great Aſſembly that ts met here : and, dear Father, 
accept us in his Mediation, O tis our comfort, though he dyed but 
once, having ſatisfied thy Juſtice, thereby he doth ever live to makg 
Interceſſon for Sinners : Lord, here is Comfort for poor wretched Sin= 
mers ; 
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wers , the Great Mediator that is ſo pleaſant in thy fight, whom thou 
heareſt alwayes ; 0 he doth continually live to-make [nterceſſion for 
gs : we pray thee, in and through Him, accept theſe poor Prayers of 
ours, theſe pory Petitions and Requeſts of ours, which we make known 
to thee : O it us pardoning love we ſeek,, O'Rgconciliation with thee, 
before we go hence and be ſeen no more. O Lord, we do believe that 
thou haſt ſealed our Pardon, that thou art reconciled to ns, and that © 
there 1 Peace betwixt thee and onr poor ſouls, throngh that great 
Peace-maker, elſe it would go ill with ns now we are going ont F bis 
world, O come and ſprinkle every one of our ſouls with — precious 
Blood.  O that we, that are in onr ſelves vile Wretches, may yet ftand 
righteous before thee in hu Righteouſneſs. O the ſame Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt which thou haſt appointed : for thon haſt made him to be Righ- 
teonſneſs for ns, and Sanflification and Redemprion,and He is the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs. O pur that Robe npon ns, that glorious Robe of big 
Righteouſneſs, that we may be preſented now,not having our own righ- 
peonſneſs, for that is like a vile filthy Rag , a menſtruons cloth ; Gar 
cloath us with that "Kighteonſneſs, that we may be preſented before 
thee in and through him withent ſpot, and without wrink/e, before thy 
preſence, through him with exceeding joy. O thou ha#t made him our 
King ; O that he would now lr our Cauſe,the Canſe of our poor 
ſouls, Come, Lord Teſus thou King of Saigts, come, tread our Enemies 
ander our feet, efpecially that great Enemy, O Lord, he hath con- 
quered Satan, he bath born onr ſins, and hath condemned fin. O he 
took the likeneſs of finful fleſh, and in his fleſh condemned ſin in the 
fleſh; O that now through his Righteouſneſs we might fulfil thy holy 

- Law : He  onr Righteouſneſs, his obed;ence we now fly to, O dear 
Lord, thou baft ſet before ns, as a Refuge ro fly unto, that bleſſed hope, 
even _ Glorious things the Goſpel holds out. O the hope of Eternal 
Life, which thou that art the faithful God that canft not le, haſt pro- 
miſed unto us. O thou haſt ſet this hope of perfett Juſtification and 
perfeft Santtification before ns; O thou haſt held it forth, this ſame 
hope of Righteouſneſs thou haſt ſet it before us, and now we fly nuts it 
in this day of onr diſireſs to lay hold upon it. O thou art pleaſed, Lord, 
'that we might have ftrong conſolation, thou art pleaſed to confirm this 
thy Covenant with an Oath, T hat by'two immntable things, the Coye- 
| nant of God, and the Oath of God, we might have ſtrong Conſolation; ; 
Now we fly to this Covenant through Jelus Chriſt, O be « God-m + 
Covenant with us ; -Father, ſay to us everyone, that we are thine,that 
thou art in Covenant with us; and then ſay, Fear not, Worms. -Blſe; 
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cy $4 Mr. Corbet's Prayer, 63 j 
"ah Lord God, now were we to encounter with Death that King of Ter- 
rorT, what would become of # ? but O Lord " ſpeak Peace to es, ; ſpeak, 
Comfort to us thou God of Comfort ; O comfort onr hearts : O Lord, 
5t muit be done by our dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, Our Father 
hath given us Everlaſting Conſolation ; Come and comfort our hearts, 
6 comfort us with thy Love 6 Lord : 6 ſet thy Banner of Love over us, 
Thou doſt not deſpiſe the affliftion of the affiifted, bleſſed be thy Name. 
We have found thee, Lord, we bear witneſs to thee before this great 
Aſembly,. O thon haſt net deiiſed the affiftion of the affiifted, thou 
haſt ſeen ts in our low eſtate, and been very good to us, We have had 
a Banner of Love over us, and we bleſs thy Name for this very Afi. 
ttHon that thou haſt [aid upon us. O that we could bear witneſs to thee 
in the face of this great City, and before this great Aſſembly, of thy 
Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs, and of thy Mercy, which endures for ever, 
O we have taſted of thy Love, and it's good to cleave unto thee, Fa. 
ther, thou art a Refuge to the Poor, and Sgrength to the Poor and 
Needy : Come, and be a Refuge to ns in this great Storm : truly, we 
are to go through a great Storm before we gome uno thee ; 6 that we 
may finde Death a ſweet in-let and a paſſage into thy bleſſed Arms 
«- F- through Jeſus Chriſt : When our poor ſouls ſhall be ar to thee, we 
pray thee give thy Angels charge over us, and ſtrengthen us ag ainſt 
the fears and terrors of Death. O let freſh ſtrength come from Jeſus 
Chriſt at this preſent. 1t is not all the Graces we have had will now 
do us any good, unleſs we have freſh ſupplies. Onur freſh Frings are in 
thee ; Ariſe O Spring. O the Fountain of Life, now let it come flow- 
ing upon our poor ſouls, that we may be preſented before thee with ex. 
ceeding Joy. Lord, let us hear that ſame joyful Sound, Come, ye 
bleſſed of my Father. O though we be defþiſed of men, and ſome they 
reproach #1 : 6 but Lord forgive'them, and the Lord pardon them ; 
whoſoever hath done us any wrong, the Lord pardon them, through Fe- 
ſus Chriſt we beg it. And, bleſſed Father, we pray thee let us hear this 
Joyful ſound, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you, O there is a Crown of Life laid up for them that 
love the Lord, Thou kyoweſt thy poor Worms defire to love thee , 6 
dear Lord, ſþ:d abroad thy Love in our hearts : and though we be now 
dying, yet we deſire to love thy Name ; thongh thou art now correfting 
us, yet we have cauſe to love thee, and bleſs thee ; 0 ſhed abroad thy 
Love in our poor ſouls, O Lord we pray thee come and accept ut, and 
let onr cry come and pierce the heavens : 6 Lord let nsnww be looking 


for, and haſtening to the glorions appearing of that bleſſed hope y 
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Lord Feſus Chrift, He that ſhall come, will come, and will ot tary. 
Come quiekly, Lord, O that thy Servants cold ſee thet, @'thy Sere 
vant Stephen, (in much-what ſuch a condition as we are in) be ſaw 
Jeſws Chrift tanding at thy Right-hand. Though we cannot look. upot 
thee with our bodily eyes, yet we deſire to ſee thee with the ee of faith, 
O we pray thee look down upon ns , and, Lord, ſtrengthen onr Faith , 
and that our Faith may not fail : O let us obtain the end of our Faich, 
the ſalyation of our Souls, And 6 that thou wouldit ſtrengthen us ac- 
cording to thy Glorious Power, with all Patience in this bour. O Lord, 
though our hearts would faint, and fleſh faint, 6 Lord, thou art the 
God of owr ffrength , come, lay bold upon us, lead us by thy Righteouſ- 
neſs, and let thy Everlaſting Arms be under us. O dear Lord, let 
us taſte of Love in this bitter Cup ; 0 we pray thee let us ſee thee im 
Mercy ; do not correft us in thy Wrath. O we bow our knees to thee, 
tet not this Aﬀiiction be in thy Wrath: We are under the wrath of 
men ; but, Lord, de thay forgive, and let a be under thy Love ,; and 
lay no more upon thy poor Worms, than the ſtrength that thow ſhalt 
»ow give ws through Jeſug Chriſt, will enable us to bear : and come 
* and take 5 into theſe Manſions that onr Lord Jeſus Chrilt bath pre- 
pared. [s it not thy promiſe to go and provide Manſions for us ? our 
fore-runner ts gone to appear for us in Heaven now before the Throne 
of Grace : O hear us now in him, and diſmiſs us now with a bleſ- 
fing. And the Lord bleſſe this Nation ; the Lord bleſſe the Govern- 
ment ;. the Lord continue thy Truth, keep the Goſpel. ſtill in this Na- 
tion, which hath been the glory of it ; O let thy poor People glorifie 
the \Goipp! in their lives, "tis that we beg of thee for the Lord's 

| ſtk altos thew prevent thoſe heavy Judgements that hang over 
ohr gLord, pardon thoſe great Abominations that thine eyes 

do ſee, that Prophanation of the Sabbath, O the ſpirit of Prophane- 

meſs is brokgn out among us! O we deſire to be humbled and mourn 


| * = for it ; Lord, turnifrom thy Wrath, and dear Father, continue t 


, (Goel in the purity of it, O the Lord forgive the ſins of thoſe that 
:bear thy Name ; For Wrath tu kindled againft ns, and therefore it is 
that tho doſt rebuke ns ; but we pray thee give thy People a Spirit 
of returning to thee, and ds thou beal our back-ſlidings, and give us 
a Spirit of Love to Thee and to thy Truths, and one to another , and 
take away the Envy betwixt Ephraim and Jadah. Thos ſeeft rheſe 

. bitter Conteſts; we pray thee put a ſtop to them, and let thy People: 

7 one heart and one mind, and let them minde the great things of 
eſns Chriſt, and thoſe Truths that are after Godlineſe - Tet thoſe be 
more 

| 


a 
7 - . 


” 


more and more enquired after, aud imbraced by the People of theſe 


we pray thee for 


© -Col, Oky's Prayer, 6&5 
Nations ; and the Lord grant that thoſe Superſtitions and Idolatries 
that are a provocation in thy fight, mg not be brought into the Na- 
tion ; for thou art a jealous God, and if we go that way, thy Wrath 
will be kindled once more ; but Lord, ſhew Mercy to England, and 
do not taks away the Gofjel, nor remove thy Golden Candleſtick, from 
the midſt of us. And the Lord bleſs the Government, and the King 
thow haſt ſet over ns ;, that which we beg of thee for him, ts, That be 
way rule righteouſly ; and let him hate whom thou hateſt , and love 
thoſe whom than loveſtl, And bleſſe the Ainiſters of the Ward, them 
that are faithful te thee, Lord, continue them in thery Liberties, and 
let not our Teachers be removed into corners ; bleſſe them that are 
faithful to thee, and make them more faithful —. ( Beiog inter- 
rupted, after a while he proceeded as followerh.) 

O Father, we have many Svits to put up nmo thee * but we now 
commits our ſelves unto thee; here we are, Lord, we will roul our 
ſouls won thee, and reſt and wait for thy Salvation, We pray thee 
accept of us ; forgive the ſins of thu duty ; O fprinkle the Blood of the 
Lord Feſws upon #1, and take ns into thy Arms, Father of Mercy, 
that comforteſt us in all our Tribulations, come and comfort us in this 
hour, and ds thou accept of ns in (hriſt, for through bim we offer up 
our ſelves, our ſouls, a ſacrifice. Father, accept of us, and our ſacri- 
fice, &c, ' The Concluſion was omitted, becauſe of a buſling among 
the horſes, 

Thea Col, Okey addrefſed himſelf ro Prayer, as followeth, 


Colonel Okey's Prayer. 

OR Glorious, moſt Holy, Eternal, and moſt blefſed}Lord God, 

who art the glorious Creator and the blefſed Maker of all 
things, who art from Everlaſting to Everlaſting, blefled for evermggre ; 
Thou art worthy to be praiſed from the riſing of che Sun, to the going 
dowa thereof ; Thou art the mighty God that art cloathed with Glo- 
ry and Honour and Majeſty, as with a garment, and Thou art the 
Fountain of all that's good, and the Well-ſpring of Everlaſting-life. - 
O Lord, we are once more in thy glorious Preſence, the Lord hath 
been pleaſed to give us this opportunity, that we may once more pour 
out our ſouls to thee in the Name of 7 @s Chrift, betore we go hence 
and be ſeen no more, Now we pray Thee for the Lord Jeſus fake, 
as thou haſt been pleaſed to pur a price into our hands ; ſo, O Lord, 
Jeſus Chriſts ſake give -1 hearts to improye it, OLord 


we 
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Col. Okey's Prayer, 
we pray thee convince us, in whoſe glorious prmce we are, and of 
the great work we are now about ; we are before Thee, the Eternal 
and Unchangeable Lord, who ſearcheſt the hearts, and knoweſt our 
thoughts, and Thou knoweſt with what intents We pour out our ſouls 
before Thee at this time, O blefled Father, we beſeech Thee for 
Chnilts ſake, draw nigh to us, that we may-draw nigh co Thee our 
God. O chat Thou wouldſt pour dowa Thy holy Spirit, that we may 
pour out our ſouls before Thee. O Lord, we pray Thee for Chrilt's 
lake, give us the Spiric of Wiſdom, and the Spirit of Underfianding, 
and the Spiric of Knowledge, and the Spitit whereby we may cry, 
Abba, Father, We are not now come to tell long tories of our Ioi- 
quities, time and firength would fail us, they are as the hairs of cur 
heads, and as the ſands of the Sea-ſhore : but, O Lord, we are be- 
fore Thee in the Name of Jeſ#s Chriſt, humbly to intreatand beſeech 
Thee, O for the Lord's fake to look upon us ; there was never any 
more unwerthy of Mercy than we are , yer neyer any poor Wretches 
fiood in more need of Mercy than we do, We humbly pray theg for 
the Lord's ſake extend Mercy to us. O Lord, do not remember againſt 
us what we have done, but remember what the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
hath ſuffered ; and when Thou haſt Jook'd upon thy dear Son, chen 
look upon thy poor Worms : 'O Lord, we humbly pray Thee for Je- 
fus fake forgive whateyer is paſt, cover us with te Righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt, let none of our nakedneſs appear, we beg tor the Lord's 
ſake. O that the Lord would be pleaſed ro ſpeak Peace now to our 
ſouls. Bleſſed Father, we have in ſome meaſure (bleſſed be thy Name) 
the aſſurance of thy Love ſealed to our Souls by. thy glorious Spirit, 
we humbly pray Thee, © Lord, we beſeech Thee for Chriſt's ſake look 
upon us, and coine and pour down thy glorious and holy Spirit upon 
us; and Jer us, we beſeech thee, have yet more Aſſurance that our 
Sins are pardoned, that Thou haſt found out a Ranſom for us ; that 
our Names are written in the Book of Life, and that we ſhall nor die, 
but live for eyermore, becauſe we are waſhed with the Blood of Chrift, 
even With the Blood of thy dear Son, who hath loyed us, and died for 
us, and waſhed us with his own Blood, O that the Lord would be 
pleaſed now to come and warm our fouls with thy Love, that they may 
never be cold more. O Lord, we beſeech thee, receive us into. the 
Everlaſting Arms of thy Mercy. © Lord, we beſeech Thee for Chrifts 
/ fake, that Thou wouldſt now let us ſee ( as Srephen once did by the 
eye of Faith ) even Heaven opencd, and the Lord upon the Throne, 
and Jeſus Chriſt at his Right-hand, and the glorious Angels receiving 
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Col. Okey's Prayer. . 67 
our ſouls into thy everlaſting Mercy. Blefled Father, we beſeech thee 
for the Lord ſake, that Thou wouldſt be with us, and bleſs us, and 
the Lord ſhew us Mercy onely upon the account of our Lord- Jeſus 
Chriſt. And we pray T hee bleſs us, and wich us, all Thine all the 
*World over ; Remember thy Churches from the rifing of he Sun 
ro the going down of the ſame, Think upon this Nation wherein we 
live, we humbly beg for che Lord's fake, that Eng/aud, Scotland and 
Ir:land might live in thy Glorious Preſence ; and that England may 
be a quiet Habitation for thy People ro dwell in, O for the Lord's: 
ſake, as Thou haſt given them a Name, and a Golpel above any other 
Nations that we have heard of, or ſeen; So pour down abundance of 
thy Spirit; and give them Grace and hearts, that they may walk an. 
{werable ro the Goſpel, and be a Nation for thy Glory, more zea+ 
lous than any other Nation. And Lord, we humbly pray Thee cont 
nue the Mercies they yer enjoy, and remove and divert any Judge- 
ments that they feel or fear. And for the Lord's lake, bleſs him chat 
Thou halt been pleaſed to ſer over ns, let the King live in Thy fight ; 
we humbly beg that be may reign ſo here, that he may reign in Glo- 
ry for ever; that he may be a nurſing father to thy 7/rael, and that 
he may be a Friend to thoſe that are thy Friends, and an Enemy to 
thoſe that are thy Enemies, and Enemies to thy Golpel : let him re. 
member that he is but a Steward, and: he mult ere long give an ac- 
count, and the Lord grant that he may do it with much joy, and not 
with grief : and bleſs the Council, do thou pour down thy Spirit up- 
on them, and guide and direct chem to do the things that may be for 
thy Glory, and for the Comfort of their own fouls. And bleſs the 
Faichful Miniſters of the Goſpel, O that the Lord would double his 
Spirir upon them, and that the Lord would be pleaſed abundantly 
es encreaſe the number of them ; ler not that Judgmene come upon 
the Nation, that the Godly, Faithful and Holy Miniſters ſhould be re- 
moved from us, that their eyes ſhould not behold their Teachers ; 
Lord, let us not have a famine of thy Word for the Lord's fake, bur 
that the Goſpel may continue in more ſplendor and glory than ever ir 
hath done heretofore, O that the Lord would be pleaſed to keep Ido- 
larry out of this Nation ; O ler not that Judgement befall this poor 
Nation for the Lord's ſake, And we humbly beg for thy Name fake, - 
that the Lord would be pleaſed to look upon this great City ; Thou 
_ made them famous for Religion, and for owning the Goſpel ; bur 
ord grant that they may not decline, but that they may abundantly 
improve their gifts and graces, 1 that they may walk humbly and 
| thank« 
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thankfully; and O that the Lord would be yleaſed to bleſs the-Ciry 
= the 0s from one end to mn chat = mow ive them 
ings of che right hand and the bl of rhe Jefr, char chey 
may Tron, > delv of Heaven, and the funef of che Earth, and by 
my may proyoke and fir up one another ts praifeahy holy Name, 
_ and to live in Love, "Unity, and Peace, O Lord, we pray chee for 
Jeſus ſake, look upon us in thy preſence, and ſhew Mercy to us, and 
k in love and mercy upon any that are near unto us z we leave them 
With Thee, we' commit them into thy hands, we beg for-the Lord's 
ſake ſhew Metcy to us, aod be with thy poor Servants ; and, Lord,we 
pray thee, accept of us and our ſeryices in Jeſus Chriſt, and parden 
our deadneſs, and pardon aur weakneſs, our wanderjings, and all our 
fas, eyen for our Lord Jeſus Chrilt's ſake, fince we came into Th 
glorious preſence ; and we pray Thee to accept of us, and do us od. 
and receive us ro Mercy and Glory ; and all, only for che glory of thy 
Name, and for the fake of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who died for us 
and role again, and lives for ever at Thy right hand ; to whom be all 
Honour an Glory and Praiſe, for eyermore, 


Then Col, Barkftead addreſſed himſelf to Prayer, having firlt fpo- 
kea to the Shetiffs theſe few words following, 


Mr, Sheriff, 
I do ſee your time is ſpent, and we are drawn up'into a very narrow 


compaſs, And I hope you will take my word new as before, 
I ſhall oaly ſpeak a word or two unto the Lord, and no more, - 


Colonel Barkſtead's Prayer, 


Eternal and evvr-blefed Lord Ged, Thou who fitteſt upon the 

higheſt Heavens, who haſt the higheſt Heavens for thy Throne, 
and the Earth for thy Footſtool ; We poor Creatures are here by thy 
Providence, brought at this day, to this place, at this time, and by 
Thee it is that we are in the Condition we are now in; for which, O 
Lord, we bleſſe Thee, and for which we can bleſſe thy Name. Bleſſed 
be thy Name, O Lord, that Thou wert pleaſed before Thou "TY 
»s hither to ſpeak, Peace to onr poor ſouls in the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and bleſſed for ever be thy Name, that thou giveſt-in Aſſurance of 
Peace, Pardon and Reconciliation to our Souls at this very minute, 


bleſſed be thy Nyme : Dear Father, for the Lord's ſake continue it 4 


” 
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1 tres finth the of thy while Ine blaſt 
bears Creatir } 

ef breath ts in ws, to bleſſe 3 bob Name, "I og 7 hee,ye- 
member the Nation in which we live ; the King w hoſt ſet 
over the Nation ; Lord, make him Thine, and canſe him to rule for 
Thee in Rgebreonſneſs, and for thy Glory , that ſo, Lord, he rule. 

to the wt of all that fear thy Name, O dear Father, look, in 

' mercy upon all that fear thy Name im the Nation, make them all of ove 
heart and mind to advance thy Name and Glory, ts live in Wnity one 
with another, and to makg it their buſineſs to ſeek, Peace and piVſne it, 
that ſo they may thereby truly advance the — and Scepter of 
Jeſus Chrif, who u _— and will come : O dear Father, carry 
forth the ſpirits of thy People to love Thee, and one another, and to 
walk cloſely,and humbly,and holily before Thee all thtir dayes. Re- 
member the Relations of thy poor Creatures here before Thee , Lard, 
do goed to thens that we leave behind ns, we commit them into 
Arms ; Lord, take them into thine Arms : O Lord thon haſt ſaid in 
thy Ward, Leave thy fatherleſs Childreny I will preſerve them alive, 
and let thy Widows cruft in me, Lord, ic & thy Word, and this ts thy 
Command that we ſhould leave them with Thee; therefore we leave 
them in thy Arms, Dear Father, we deſire from the bottom of our 
hearts, freely and fully to forgive all that we any wayes think, have 
done us wrong in any kind whatſoever ( freely and full ) either in 
Eagland or e{ſewhere ; and we pray Thee ſhew kindneſs 10 theſe that 
wny wayes bave ſhewed kindneſs to us, for the Lord Jeſus ſake reward 
all their labour of love 4 thonſand fold into their boſoms, Look in mercy 
upon the Chief Magiſtrates that are here at this time, dear Father, 
pardon their fins, and reconcile them nnto thy ſelf in the Blood of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in which we pray Thee waſh their ſouls, And, 
O Lord, as for the perſon that is now appointed to taks away our lives, 
and to deſtroy ol Bodies, dear Father, de not T hon deſtroy his Soul, 
but waſh bis Soul in the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; Even that perſon that 
1 to waſh bis hands in onr Blood, O pardon him, and let not any of his 
ſins be remembred before Thee, We leave onr ſelves with Thee, and 
bleſſed be thy Name, Thou haſt been good unto ns, - and thy Preſence 
i with ws, and there ts nothing that gives trouble to #s at this mo- 
ment. Father, continue this thy loving kindneſs to us, O Lord, the 
haſt not ( bleſſed be thy Name ) canſed Death to be terrible 16 #s ; 
mo Lord, thy poor Creature can ſay with fſreeneſs and comfort, that 
there hath not been any thing of trouble or terror that hath paſt thy 
Servant ſinee be came into this place, either for what he # to ſuffer, 
or 
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or the Banner of biz Sufferings, but here hes befere Thee, and begs 
=, further help and ſtrength from Thee , being willing to ſurrtnder wp 
his Soul to Thee, in and through the Lord Jeſus (hrift. 


» Then Col, Okey ſpake a few words more, as followeth, 7 did break. 
off duty, becauſe you deſired it, and I would not be troubleſome to Jon. » 
Then he very carnellly exprefſed himſelf further, as followeth. O 
love the Lord, and hate all things that are evil, I bave found by ex- 


periente, more evil inthe leaſt ſin, than good in any thing this world 


© can afford. Therefore I beg jt of all that are here, To love God, and 


to hate that that is evil, Lord give you Peace and Truth, 

I hope our Relations '{hall not fare the worſe for us, but that you 
will ſhew them kiodnefs, | 
- And as to what my Brother ſaid, 7 thank the Lord, 1 have the 
Aſſwrance of his Love, and the Pardon of my Sins through the Riches 
of his Grace, and free love in Jeſus Chriſt, 

Afcer this Col. Barkſftead called a young man, who was known to 
him, and taking a filyer Box out of his pocket, he charged him to 
ive it to his Daughter. 

Their Speeches and Prayers being ended, the Executioner cleared 
the Cart of the reſt of the People, who were gotten in, and then 
pulled down their ſeveral Caps over their eyes, and upon the lifting 
up their hands the Cart was drawn away ; at which time Col, Bark- 
fead eſpecially was heard to ſay, Lord Feſws receive our Souls , and 
after he had hanged for a little ſpace, he lifred up his handy 

That which many did eſpecially take notice of, was, That there 
was not ſo much as the leaſt attempt made by any to raiſe a trium- 


.phant ſhout upon the drawing away of the Cart ; but there rather 


appeared the ſymptoms of an univerſal face of Sadneſs in that vaſt and 
ocnerally tumulcuous Aſſembly, who were the SpeRators of their 
leveral Deaths, 

They all hung near about a quarter of an hour : The firſt that 


was cut down was Col. Barkftead, who was quartered according 


to the Sentence, the other ewo hanging all the while, 
The next cut down was Col. Okey, Mr. Corbet hangiog (hill, who, 


after Col. Okey was quartered, had the Execution done upon him al- 
{o, according to the Sentence. Their ſeyeral Quarters were brought 
+ back ro Newgate, about five of the Clock in the Afternoon, to be 
- boyled. 
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ef brief Account of Col. Okey's Funeral, 


VV Col, Okgy's Body was quartered, ir pleaſed the King to + ; 
ſead a Warrant to the Sheriff of Lyxdon,co deliver che mace- 7: 
rated Body to be buried where his Wife ſhould think meet. Whick 
- thing being granted, without Petition or Application from her, or his 
Relations; and the Rumour of his Fwxeral ſuddenly flying about che 
City, and the place appointed at wy (where his Gil Wife lieth 
in a fair Vaule, which he purchaſed formerly for a Burying-place for 
him and his Family) there was a numerous Concourſe of fober, ſub- 
fantial People aſſembled to (hriff-Church, to atterd the Corps, and 
ſome thouſands more were coming thicher to that purpoſe ; ſo that 
rhere were in view about Twenty thouſand People attending that So» 
lemaity at, and coming to the place aforeſaid, who in a ſolemn and 
peaceable manner behaved themlelves, as that affair required : Yet it 
ſo pleaſed the King to revoke this firſt Grant to Mris, Okey, and by - 
the Sheriff of London to diſappoint and ſend home again the Company 
attending the Funeral ; which Sheriff, with much harſhneſs and ma- 
ny bitter words, did his work, The People, though much troubled 
at the diſappointment, yer, ſo ſoon as they underfiood the King's plea» 
ſure, departed ; and left the mangled Limbs to the diſpoſe of them that 
had devoted them tothe Gibber and Ax ; the Company left many a 
thouſand fighs to arrend him to his then unknown Grave, 

That Night the Body was carried to the Tower of London, and 
there, by Mr. Glendon Parſon of Barkzn, was buried wich the Service- 
Book, afreſh wounding his bleeding Limbs thereby : bur Rapes are 
imputed only to the Raviſher, Mr. Glendon could not but fay, that 
his Body was laid there # ſure and certain hope of a Joyful Reſwrre- 
ftion, His Teſtimony was true, though a Poet of their own. And 
now there he lyes, and the Tower of London is his Tomb. Hig 
Epitaph he partly writ in the hearts of thouſands at the place of Exe. 
cution, 


